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8 eee 4 Tek that's like 
to raiſe me many Enemies; tis as 
mad a Frolick as that of Catiline's 
againſt Rome, or that of our Mo. 
caern Kenriſh Catilines againſt the Senate 
London: If I had the Eyes of Ar. 
gus, or the Hands of Berdbouss! I ſbou d 
W have enough to do to combat jo many An. 
Aoniſts: The Players will tile me; the - 
| Poets will rail at me in dreadful Simile, 
| and blazon me in odious Character on the 
Stage; the Criticks will damn my gentle 
Railtery; the Audiences will hiſs me; 
= he Wits will report me 4 Fool; andthe A 
Women will have me duckt for a Stoll f 
| The whole Society will be in Arms Ain t 
e; and poor Cornelius Agrippa had not 
a harder Time ont with his Muſter-rgll* of. 
Lawyers, Fhyſicians, States-men, Aſtro- 
1 Ana 10 the FR his Mutineers, * 
„ has 3 
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than I am like to have: His Vanity of 
Sciences was not reputed more Fleretical, 
than this Trifle will be. But let the Hun- 
ters hit me if they can; I have the ſame 
ſhelter the Fox had, when he hid his Head, 
and thought the reſt of his Body ſafe; 


but if they find me out by the Tail, I Wl 


expect to be usd like a Reaſt of Prey. 


Ihe truth ont ts, ] have told my mind as 
freely as 1f I were dealing with my Confel- 
for; I have not diſguisd a Thought, nor 
hid a Sin: I love plain dealing mighti- 
ly; and have always been us'd to explain 
my ſelf with as little Ceremony, as the 
Scarlet Gentleman on the Bench when he 
pronounces Sentence : Of all Shakeſpear's.. 
Characters I like his Clown beſt; he al. 
ways ſpeaks Truth, therefore I'm pleand 
with his freedom; he ſhuns all Complai- 


155 ſance, therefore I doat on him For his ru- 


ſticiiy: Methinks it comes neareſt to Ma. 
tare and Honeſtly; our Reaſon was given 


us to judge of Things, and our Tongues, 


to declare that Tudement : Art and Diſ- 
ſimulatios came into the World when it 
began to be ſinful, aud theyre now be- 
tome ſo familiar 10 us, we hardly know 
em lo be Vices: Like à certain Lady of 
late, that gas d ſo ling on the deformi- 


Hpeaking ones ad, where s the harm 


FO Wa od 1 * 
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"The: PREFACE. . 
0 took hive for ber Huband, 


ee; for what follows let him k 


| perhaps they will. thought ſevere, but 
why ſhoud not 4 Man ſpeak Truth ? N. 
1 5 been too particular on The Gene- 
rous Conqueror, you mnſt know, That 
Play deferv'd no greater Civiltty; 'twas 
writ after an untoward manner, and 4. 


 bove half the Town condemn'd it as Turs 
bulent and Factious: I heard. that before 


ty drem me to conſider it more attentive- 
E that I might inquire into what I heard 
o publickly cry'd. down Beſides, I have 
heard ſome People ſpeak in its Favour with. 
| ſo little Reaſon, that I cond not arg 
undectiviug them, I declare fincerely I 

Have no Malice (and I am ſure no Ewvy) 
For the Author of that, nor indeed of 
any of the yeit ; but in an Age when the 
N free for every body, 
why might not I write 795 Opinion, 4s 
well as he write a Play? Tus 4 time of 


| notorious Licenſe, 4 as long as the 


Preſs is not interdicted, and. no penalty for. 


on't? 


* 


2 of in Man, that at laſt foe lit Sim, 8 
But that. the Reader s bs 4 url ; 


| N | that the Obſervationsy which he will meet. 
1 = with here, are I hope, Juſt and Natural; 


ever I ſaw it adted, therefore my Carioſt- 
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TI: PREF ACK - 
ont? This inducd me to give the Pub. 


lick my Sentiments of this Tragedy, ar 


to its Poetry, Politicks, and Morality : 
If * with too much le vit), 


I deſire it may be conſider d, that it was 


UW 


neceſſary to give 'em an Air of Mirth, 


that the Dialogue might run off the bet. 
ter: But I think I have not let their good 


Humour run them into ill Manners; and 
as to the Raillery——-— t has always 
been the way of Satyr, and of the beſt 
Satyriſt, Juvenal; If I may preſume to 


name him on this occaſion. 


I have likewiſe added my Opinion of 
ſome other new Plays, and done it with 


equal Candor and Sinterity : I meant no 
boa) offence, I found diverſion iu the ſtudy, 
and then ſaw nothing in my Papers that 
migh be aſham'd of ſeeing the Light: I. 


muſt confeſs, I have been very free with 


the Theatres, but I dont at all repent it. 
Their Diſtempers wanted the Inciſion Knife, 
and ] have given it them. . 


Bat, indeed, the firſt temptation I had 


of ſpending my Time thus, was, the con- 


' templation of our preſent Poetry; I be- 


lied e it never was at ſo low an Ebb, and 


pet the Stages were never jo delug'd: I am 
ſure you cant nam m five Plays that 


have 


; 65 5 
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The PREFACE, 
that were damn'd in three : © 


Man you meet has the Tokens of t 
Infection: They're no ſooner. out of the 


| How this Apoſtacy happens is obvious 
enoigh; the divifion of the Houſes made 
= wir for a multitude of young Writers, 
= /oe of whom had nothing elſe to ſubſiſt 
on but their Pens; and I deſpair 1 ſecing 
= or Poetry reſtor'd, till I ſee the Houſes 
united; for then the bad Plays may be 
| (but out. a GT DW On 


Some People find out a ſtrange Reaſon 


nor been mich encourag d in the late Reign: 
But nothing can be more abſurd: The Peo- 
| ple never were in a better Humour for 

Plays; mor were the Houſes ever ſo 
crowded, tho the rates have run very high, 


did printed Plays riſe to ſuch 4 Price, 
and what i more, never were ſo many 
| Poets prefer d as in the laſt ten Tears: 
his be diſcouragement, I have done: 

| On the contrary, the Poets have had too 
great an Entouragement ; for bis the Pro- 


fi 


e indurd fix Days actigg, for fifty 
1 ; 7; as in 4 


rie of 4 general Plague, almoſt * 


Cradle, but they enter into their Graues. 


for this degeneracy; they ſay Poetry has 


ſometimes to a ſcandalous exceſs; never 


ne PREFACE 1 
fit of the Stage that makes ſo many Scrib- 
lers, and furfeits the Towns with nem 
Eighieen- penny Plays. This and the free- 
dom of two Stages have ſervd Poetry, 
Juſt as the two 2 ompanies did the Indian 
Trade, they have reducd almoſt to no- 
thing. ED 
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I have no manner of Vanity for what 
T have done, much leſs do I repent of it; 
the Brat was begot between Jett and Ear- 
wet; Taleneſs and Spleen were its Parents; 
and there was not much more time be- 
weer ut, Conception aud Baptiſm, than 
was neceſſary among the Jews to qualiſie 
s Child for Circumciſion; its Birth - has 
been alittle precipitate, but I hope, not 
abortive; and becauſe it was horn in Obſ= 
curiiy, I commit it to the World to ſpift 


for its e, 
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Ramble £ 
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Between the 


Two STAGES, Ge. 


EN 


3 Pala between Ramble - d Sul. 
Len, two Gentlemen, and Chagriit 


a Critick: 


HEY may talk of the 
Country and what they 
will, but the Park for 

06. Money. 

Ramble, In its proper Seaſon I grant 

you, when the Mall is pav'd with lac'd 


| Shoes ; When the Air is perfum'd with 
the roſie Breath of ſo many fine Ladies; 
v hen from one end to the other the Sight 
| is entertain'd with nothing but Beaury, 


and the whole Froſpect Jogky like an 
Oper \ BY 5 
Sull. And When i is it out of Seaſon, 
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. E 44 „„ 
Ram. When the Beauties deſert it; 
- when the abſence of this charming 
Company makes it a Solitude: Then 
Sullen, the Park is to me no more than a 
Wilderneſs, a very Common; and a Grove 
in a cbuntry Garden with a pretty Lady 
is by much the pleaſanter Landſcape. 
Sull. Jo a Man of your Quickſilver 
Conſtitution it may be ſo, and the Cuc- 
koo in May may be Muſick Yee a hund- 
red Miles off, when all the Maſters in 
oa can't qivert you. 3 
Ram. I love every thing as Nature and 
the nature of Pleaſure has contriv'd it: I 
love the Town in Winter, becauſe then 
the Country looks aged and deform'd ; 
and I hate the Town in Summer, becauſe 
tlien the Country is in its Glory, and looks 
like a Miſtreſs juſt dreſt out for enjoy- 
—_—— ͤ 
Sall. Very well diſtinguiſh'd: Not like 
een 
1  Ramb, I diſtinguiſh 'em by that com- 
1 [pariſon becaule 1 love nothing well E- 
Fel nougli to be, wedded to't : I'm a Patti, 
nia my Appetite, and love to change my 
Abode with my Inclination, 
10 FSaoall. I differ from you for the very 
i Reaſon -you give for your change; the 
Town is evermore the ſame to me; and 
- tho'rlie Seaſon makes it look after another 
| | man- 
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1 FELT 

= manner, yet ſill it has a Face to pleaſe me 
one way or other, and both Winter and 
Summer make it agreeable. The Sum- 
mer like a wanton Girl may give me 
youthful Pleaſure; and Winter like an 
aged Hermit, may give me Matter of 


9 | Conremplation : And that variety which 


you ſpeak of, is but Luxury and Vapour. 

Ramb. Thou art a Heretick to all thar's 
orthodox; and 1 may as ſoon move one 
of the fixt Stars out of its Orb, as rhee out 


of thy Opinion. 
Sull. Not ſo neither: I have had occa-· 


4 fion very often to change my Opinion ; 


| and becauſe you were juſt now talking 
of an Opera, *rwas in a particular of that 
kind that I was at a loſs what to deter- 
mine. 
Namib. What doeſt thou mean ? 
| Sull, I mean the perplexity I have been 
| under concerning the Succeſs of the two 
| Play-houſes. I have often wonder'd how 
they have ſo long ſubſiſted in an Age ſo 
| barren of good Plays, and in ſuch a dearth 
of Wit; and when the wayward Humour 
of the Town makes it ſo difficult to pleaſe 
em long in any kind. 
Ramb. Oh! If you are for a Controver- 
ſi on that Subjett, have at you — TI 
love and honour the Muſes, and I think, 
N 1 1 


— ————ů— — 
” —— 


* 


E 


T can give as good an account of that 
Matter as another Bod. 
Sauall. Witk all my Heart. Let's with» 
draw out of the Crowd and talk it over. 


Ramb. Nay, there thou breakſt my 
Heart; "twill abate very much of my E- 


loquence if I loſe the inſpiration that 


the Sight of Theſe Ladies may give me: 


But fee, how very opportunely our Friend 


Chagriz comes to joyn the Dijſcourie.. 
Safl, With ſuch a Tempelt in his Eyes 


he looks like the Picture of the wild Sea: 


he's the moſt untoward Wight ſuch 
a pceviſh Splenatick Fellow, and ſuch a 
Ma lecontent to all that's Poetical, I ne- 


ver {ee him but he puts me in mind of 


Guido Faxx in the Ballet, with his lighted 
Match in his Hand going to blow up the 
Common- wealth of Wit. 8 


Euter Critich, 


& 


Cri. Well Gentlemen, if ever I ſaw 


any thing ſo extravagant - ſo ridi- 


culous----- as this Medley of Fops and 


Fools, this Ola podrida of al manner of 


Garbage : Beau Soldiers, Town Beau's 
that will Sweat at the ſight of a Sword, 


Country Beau's, Beau Citizens, and Beau 


* 


Foot men; Women that look like Butter- 


flies, Railleurs, Coquets, impertinent 


huoneſt 


Mas © 
L513 


honeſt Women, Whores and Chamber- 


Maids. Methinks the Mall now looks 
like a Miſcellany of Poems; here's He- 
roigk, *Pindarick, Barleſgue and Deggrel, 
there's ſtately Homer with his Jupiter At. 
titonans-- ; there's gloating T O gucez- 
ing his lewder Julia by the Hand; there's 


Tibullus talking {mutt ; og X Th ec £4 ths 
is courting in Madrigal, 4: d yonder's' 
Hudibraff Stalking by himmel, as uf no 


body knew how to value his | Contiodyy: 
Sull. Here is a very odd mixture indeed, 


variety of Faces and Vaiiions,of Humour 


and Opinion, of Principles and Conſci- 
ences; ſuch a diſcord of every Quality, 
and all fo obſtinate, that the place looks 
like the Government of Amfterdam, where 
for the convenience of the Publick, every 
one is free to be damn'd in his. own way, 
ERamb. Lou are both prophane; if your 
Saturnine Tempers can't digeſt this Gal- 
lantry, ye in good Managers you ought 
not to affront ſuch a fine Aſſembly. 
Cri. I hate Manners and all that be- 
longs to em. | 
Ramb. I believe ir, and at this time"it 

makes you the fitter for our Company: 


Sullen and I are juſt entring on a Di, 
courſe of the Play-houſes, and if any 


matter of Law ariſes, that grave Brow 
of 1 ons ſhall decide it. 


B 3 „ 


a 
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Cri. You could not chuſe one who 
wou'd be leſs Ceremonious on ſuch an 


occaſion ; for to tell you the Truth, I 
have ſo little regard for thoſe inconlider- 
able Fellows, that I ſhall freely ſpeak my 


Mind. 
Sull. Let's walk on, and as we have 


choſen you Arbitrator, it ſhall be at your 


Pleaſure to ſay where we'll go. 


Cri. To the Thatcht-Houſe, where I 
once gave the Drawers half a Piece to 


tols in a Blanket a pragmatical Poet, 
who wou'd needs be reading his damn'd 


Verſes to me. 
Sull. Come on, I'll lead you. A Rom 


here, who waits here-----' come Geck 
tlemen, what Wine? 

Ramb. I covet neither . nor 
Burgundy, give me citlier Armitage or 
Florence. | 
_ Cri. Florence be it. | 

Namb. See here, Gentlemen: the very 
Spirit of Nature, the only Elixir Salutis: 


This will keep us from the Devil and the 


Phyſician. 
Cri. Let it go a in the Hu- 


mour Iam in, I cou'd quarrel with e- 


very thing but the Wine, _ 
Ramb. Not with your Friends 1 gn, - 


Cri. Oh no; I never quarrel with my 
| Friends: That were Sacrilege. | 


Sul, . 


volted. 


Full. Pm glad that Title preſerves us: But 


now to what we were talking of. Has it 


not been your wonderCrit. as well as mine, 


That the two Theatres. ſhould hold out 


ſo long? even againſt ſuch difficulties as 


ſeem d to be invincible. The Emulation 


between 'em has pow laſted Seven Years, 
and every body thought the Town wou'd 
long ago ha'determined in favour of one 
or the other: But in my Opinion, 'twas 


ſtrange that the general detection of the 
old Actors which left Draty- lane, and tlic 
fondneſs which the better tort ſhew'd for 


'em at the opening of their New-houfe, 
and indeed the Novelty it ſelf, had not 
quite deltroy'd thoſe few young ones 


that remain'd behind. The diſpropor- 
tion was 1o great at parting, that 'twas 
almoſt impoſſible, in Dram- lane, to muſt- 
er up a ſufficient number to rake in 


all the Parts of any Play; and of them 


Jo few were tolerable, that a Play muſt 


of neceſſity be damn'd that had not ex- 


traordinary favour from the Audience : 


No fewer than Szxteez (moſt of the old 


ſtanding) went away; and with them 
the very beauty and vigour of the Stage; 


they who were left behind being ior rhe 
moſt part Learners, Boys and Girls, a 


very unequal match tor them who rc- 


„ Rams. 


14. 

Ramb. Tis true, the Thearre-Rogal Was 
then ſunk i into a very deſpicable Conditi- 
on: Very little difference appear'd be- 
tween thee and the Fee at the Bear 


Garden. 


Full. If you pleaſe, twas more like a 
Bear-Garden before; for they exercis'd 
e wi Humanity to one another, nor to 

1y body elſe that had to do with them. 

"Tr. As I hear, that matter is not 


mended Ver... 


Si, Truly I hear very little ve in its 
behalf; Ihear a great deal againſt it, and 


that there is a very notable Difference 


between the two Houſes, in point of Ci- 


vility and good Treatment. 


Ramb. As how, Sullen. e 
Sull. You muſt excuſe that; __ 


tleman gave it me as a Secret. 


-Ramb. Pho, prithee Man, we'll be as 
ſecret as thou caalt be; @ome out with it. 

$11, Nay, its no great matter; but if 
the Ola. houſe ſhould hear of it, they'd 
{wear *twas a damn'd Lye; but Iam 
jatisfy d in the truth of it: The thing is 
this; A Gentleman carry'd a Play there, 
a Day was appointed for the reading; a 


Dinner was beſpoke at a Tavern for half 


a Score, at lea't that number came to 
judge his Play, tho' not three of em 
cou'd tell the difference between Come- 


* 


„„ 
dy and Tragedy; in the reading of it 
(that is after Dinner) moſt of em dropt 
off, but two remain'd to hear it out, and 
then they walkt; ſo that there was but 
the Gentleman and his Friend left, and 
not a Penny all this while paid towards 
the Reckoning. The Play was ordered 
to be Licenced, ſo that forty Shillings for 
the Dinner, and forty more for the Li- 
cence, made juſt four Pounds, ſo much 
it coſt him already. This happened to 
bein Lent, and the Players having then 
the firſt Day of a Play given em, this 
was beſpoke; ſo the Author had the 
Mortification of having it acted in Lent; 
but the Devil on't was, he was oblig'd to 
treat every one of hisPlayers all the while 
it was in Rehearſal, to keep *em in ſtudy, 
and in that exploit it coſt him in Coach 
hire and Wine near ten Pounds. 
_ Cri, The Devil it did. 2 
- Salk; Tis certainly true: Well, his 
Third Day came, and a good Appearance 
there was; I fate in the Pit, and I think 


I never ſaw better Boxes; the Play came 


off pretty well, and the Poet was much ex- 
alted with ſo good an eſcape, for it was 
his firit; his Friends joy'd him when *t- 
Was over, and he thought he had now the 
Judies to receive: Pay-Day came, and 
what do you think he received? 
TY ” | 1 Crs; 
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loſer. 


Cri. Had he 1 «chit Night? 
Fall. No more, it laſted: but four. 
Cri. I ſuppoſe he paid the Charges? 

Sull. That you may Swear. 
Cr;, Then he might receive the 


l was full you ſay? 


Sull. Excellent Pit 2 Rares and I 
believe, full above. 

Cri. Why then, He might receive Se- 
venty Pounds ; nay, I diminiſh it as much 
as I can, becauſe I know their way of 
bringing! in their Bills of Charges. 

Sull. He received but fifteen. 

Cri. Sdeath! How could that be? the 
Ordinary Charge 1 is about four and thirty 
Pounds a Day. 

Sull, But tlie extraordinary (when they 
pleaſe to make it ſo)is very extraordinary, 
without any Compaſs. They. brought 
him Bills for Gloves, for Chocolet, for 
Snuff; this Singer begg'd a Guinea, that 


Dancer the ſame 5 one Actor with'd him 


joy, and ask'd how he lik'd his Perfor- 
mance: Oh very well Mr. - I ought 
to gratifie--- another cries, Oh dear Mr,-.- 
I never took ſo much pains in my Life; 
that deſerves a Kiſs and a Preſent ; and 
the next Morning away flies another Boie 
” 

Cri. By this account NO make him a 


Fall. 


4 i] | 
Full. He really prov'd ſo; but being 
ſtartled at ſo deg a diſappointment, he 
made it his Buſineſs to enquire into the 
Fraud; and he perceiv'd/at laſt, that he 
loſt one half by the roguery of che Door- 
4 keepers,: and others concern'd in the 
receipt. 
Ramb; Then he ſhou'd ha” pur in Door- 
keepers of his own. 
- Sall.He found that too late, for this Was 
bis firſt Play: But whether *rwas ow- 
ing to his care and his parſimony next 
time, or that the other Houſe did him 
more Juſtice, I can't tell, but his next 
Play brought him in Six times what the 
firlt did. 
Ramb. "Twas acted at the New Hoaſe. 
Sull. Yes, yes, and Mr. Batterton did 
him (as I have heard him lay) greater 
Jultice than he expected. 
Namb. Well, but to go back----- vou 
: were ſay ing, you wonder'd that Drary- 
lane Houle cou'd ſtand ſo long, conſi- 
dering all thoſe diſadvantages you men- 
tion d; but you muſt conſider too, that 
they were in poſſeſſion of the Patent and 
the Stage, the other had neither; there 
was an immenſe charge to go thro' be- 
fore they cou'd be ſettled to any purpoſe; 
and alter that, there. muſt be or 
ome 


F 22 3 
ſome time to pay Debts arr by 


that Charge. 
Soll. Tis granted; and I don” t wonder 


more that they both ſtood, than that either 
of them ſtood under ſuch oppreſſing Hard- 


ſhips: But I muſt needs think, of the EWO 


. lane had the hardeſt time on't; for 
how can a Stage Subſiſt without good 
Actors? As to the other; 'tis true their 


Charge was great, but we all know what 


means they found out to make em light- 
er, we know what importuning and dua- 


ning the Noblemen there was, what 


flattering, and what promiſing there was, 
till at length, the incouragement they re- 
ceived by liberal Contributions ſet em in 


a Condition to go on. 


Ramb. In the mean time the Muſh- 


rooms in Drury- lane ſhoot up from ſuch a 


deſolate Fortune into a conſiderableName; 


and nor only grappled with their en, 
bur almoſt eclipſt m. 


Crit. If the Town had been of my Hu- 


mour, they {hou'd ha' been both ſuppreſt; 
for Ithink one Houſe too much, unleſs 


they gave us better Plays. 
Ramb. Don't be too ſevere Critick; 


you know the New-houſe opened. with 


an extraordinary good 


| * 2 De e 5 
ove for Love + Comedy, | the. like has 
learce been heard of. 


Cri. 


V 
Ceri. I allow that Play contributed 
not a little to their Reputation and Pro- 
fit; it Was the Work of a popular Au- 
thor; but that was not all, the Town 
was ingag'd in its favour, and in favour 
of the Actors long before the Play was 
 -.  Sall, I've heard as much; and I don't 
grudge em that happy beginning, to 
compenſate ſome part of their Expence 
and Toil; But the affiſtance they re- 
ceiv'd from ſome Noble Perſons did *em - 
eminent Credit; and their appearance iu 
the Boxes, gave the Houſe as much Ad- 
vantage as their Contributions. 1 
Ramb, Faith if their Boxes had not 
been well crowded, -their Gallerics wou'd 
ha fallen down on their Heads. 
Sull. The good Humour thoſe Noble 
Patrons werein, gave that Comedy ſuch 
infinite Applauſe ; and what the Quali- 
ty approve, the lower ſort take upon 
truſt, But this like other things of that 
kind, being only nine Days wonder, 
and the Audiences, being in a little time 
lated with the Novelty of the New-hos/e, 
return in Shoals tothe Old : Some Poets 
of the firſt Rank ftill writ for the latter, 
and great care being taken to Act every 
thing as well as they cou'd, they rubb d 
on with 'tolerable Succels :. After Tr, 
Cs Ol they 


2 TEWI 5 
they travers d each other with uncertain 
Fortune, this ſometimes up, and that 
ſometimes down, ſo that *twas hard ro 
fay which was -moſt like to prevail. 
Ramb. And by this time the Town, 
not being able to furniſh out two good 
Audiences every Day ; chang'd their In- 
clinations for the two Houles, - as they 
found *emſelves inclin'd to Comedy or 
Tragedy: If they delir'd a Tragedy, 
they went to Lincolns- Inn. fields; if to 
Comedy, they flockt to Drury- lane; which 
was the reaſon that ſeveral Days but one 
Houſe Acted; but by this variety of Hu- 
mour in the Town, they ſhared pretty 
equally the Profit. 9 0 | 
Cerit. In my Opinion the People were 
not partial enough; if there was ſuch 
an equilibrium in the two Houſes, the 
Town far'd the worſe for't; *tis a ſign 
they were both bad, and that *twas time 
to. Damn one of 'em: And Faith if it 
had once come to that, I ſhou'd very 
freely ha' given my Voice for Batterton. 
Ramb. Your reaſon, Mr. Critick? 
Crit. le give you my reaſon ; but 
firſt ler's Drink Battertonis a very 


honeſt Fellow, and has all along heen 
bred on the Stage; he's not only a good 
Accor, but in the number of wretched 
Poets now a Days, he may paſs, at _ 

| 5 or 


* 
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for a good Judge of Poetry; and I ſhou'd 


not ha' ſcrupled him my particular Fa- 


vour, if he had not play'd the Fool, and 


Writ himſelf. 


Ramb. How ? has B. writ any thing ? 


Crit, He has not only very frequently 
been dabbling among other Men's Works, 
but he has given us ſomething of his own; 
that is, he owns em to the Stage by all 
manner of ways, but indeed, they are 


but alterations of other Men's Plays new © 
dipt, and chriſten'd with other Names. 


| : Or, a Match 
in Neweate. I take it to be Marſtons 
Datch Cartezan by the Title; another is, 
The AmoronsWidow : or, The wanton Wife, 


Ramb. Pray name one. 


Cri. The Vintuer trick'd 


lately brought on, and often acted. 


Sull. I never faw either of em in Print. 
Cri. No, de has more Wit than to 
print em; bur the Stage has been diſ- 


honoured with 'em many a time. 
Sull. Well, but pray give us your ex- 
ceptions to other Houſe. 
Tritt. In the other Houſe there's an old 


ſnarling Lawyer Maſter and Sovereign; 
a Waſpiſh, ignorant, pettifogger in La- - 
and Poetry; one who underſtands Poetry 
no more than Algebra; he wou'd fooner 


have the Grace of God than do every 


body Juſtice : What a Pox has he to do 
e 10 
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Fletcher and Beaumont alone? 


Ramb. Tl be hang'd but thou ow ſt 
that old Fellow a ſpite; gad if one knew 


the truth, he has not us d thee well. 


. Crit. I never had, nor ever will have 
any thing to do with him, nor his Peo- 


ple Men or Women. 
Sull. Well, good Language however, 


Mr. Critict; But befides, your Excepti- 
on's naught; that Gentleman is not So- 


9 81 as you call him. 
Crit. No! Pray who is? 


Sull. A Gentleman of ſuperiour Quali- | 


ty, and a Gentleman of good Senſe. 


Crit. I know whom you mean, and I. 
grant he- has a Share in the Patent, but 


not any in the management of the Houle ; 


for I tell you, the other is Monarch of 


the Stage, tho' he knows not how to go- 


vern one Province in his Dominion, but 
that of Signing, Sealing, and ſomething 


elſe, that ſhall be nameleſs. 


 Sull, We'll ſpare you the explanation, 4 
 Critickh. 
Crit. Nay, ſince * you won't have it, 1 


will tell you, faith and troth I meant a 
. 
Ramb. Out with it, Critick. 


Crit. Pox ont; the mentioning BY | 
x e 6 8 


"FR. g 
ſo far out of his way? cant he pore 
over his Plowden and Dalton, and let 


1 5 2 17 Ys | 
Fatlow has almoſt choak'd me: Some 
Wine for God's ſake. 
Namib. Let it be his Health ten. 
Crit. The Devil it ſhall; that were 
the Way to confound 'my Wm. 
Sault. I believe you had rather Vote for | 
the New Play-houſe for the ſake of Women 
there; they fay you have not been alto· E ; 


— 


gether inſenſible that ux. i: i 
Crit. Curſe: on em, they're grown K 14 
damn d proud e of late, becauſe ſome Lords 8 
have done em the favour, that they'll 
not hear of a Commoner under worſe 
Terms than a Settlement: Their . | 
makes em ſet a high price on their In- 1 
continence ; and now an honeſt Fellow | 
of the Town, may as ſoon prevail out of 
the front Boxes, as behind the Scene. 
Sull. But does that Romantick Vi * rt 5 
ſtill keep up her: great Reputation? 5 j 
__ Lo 6 e mean her Reputation for 8 
Acting? ö 


Suid. P mean her Reputation for not * 
acting you underſtand me ———B 


PH do; but if I were to be God” 
for believin ing that ſingle Article, I cou'd 
not det: Tis all, all a Juggle, tis Lo- 


gerdemain; the beſt ont i, the falls into 
ood Hands, and the ſecrecy of the In- © 


we fo ſecures her; but as oe Inno- 
C. 1G E068 Gs. 


— 


true that's ſaid of her. 


K 15 * 
cence, I believe no more on't chan * be. | 
lieve of John Mandevil, : 

Sull. What think you of the renowned 5 
Cleopatra ? 


Crit. By that Nickname, lo unfortu- 


nate to poor Anthony, as the other has 


been to many an honeſt Country Gen- 
tleman, I ſhou'd gueſs whom you, mean. 

Sull. You take me right. 8 

Crit. In her time ſhe has been the. very 
| Spirit of Action every way; Naturemade 
her for the delight of Mankind; and till 
Nature began to decay i in her, all the 
Town ſhar'd her Bounty. 

Ramb. I do think that Perſon the zneſt 
Woman in the World upon the Stage, 
and the uglieſt Woman off ont. 

Sull. Age and Intemperance are the. 
fatal . of Beauty; ſhe's guilty. of 
both, ſhe has been a Riotter in her time, 
but the edge of her Appetite is long 350 


taken off, ſhe ſtill charms (as you, lay ; 
upon the Stage, and even off I don't 112 7 
ſo rudely of her as you do; Tis true, F 
Time has turn d up fome of her F UrroWs, M 
but not to ſuch a degree. = 
Ramb. To the degree of Lorhſomdeſs 1 
upon my Faith; but on the Stage, Jam q 


8 to let her {ill paſs for 4 len 
Crit. And ſtill off on't too, 11 A 
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Naunb. For Pp. part, if I were to tra- 
able the Coinpels round, I would not 
touch at her Point, I'd skip over that. 


But there is a little Cliarmer in Tharklouſe 


a Creature ſo pretty, and yet ſo Civil; 
{fo wanton and ſo good Natur'd------ I 


have wiſh'd a thouſand times that my 
an e were = youu inform'd of her 
as my Sight; gad 1 mortgage. ome | 
Aeres bo poche her Demeſne. 
Crit. If ſhe tre make yon a good 


Title. $ 
* 1 care not who had the Title 


ſo J were in Poſſeſſion; hut for the reſt 
of the Women there, they are not worth 


an idle Hours Courtſhip.” as 
Soll. Well then, what think you of the 


Lurewells and Augelicts of t'othet᷑ Houſe ? 


Crit. To my knowledge there are 


many Luremell's among em, but not one 


e ny Punks, bur not one Ho- 
Woman. | 


Numb. There are ſome chat wou'd be 
chought Boe”: 
Crit. Yes, tho” they are Mothers and 


never were marry'd ; Gs an old trick. 


 Ramb, pv, can you prove that, Mr. 


Crit. Fis as y 


, Rat as 4 Red - Letter i in 5 
the Almanack : The 


y Frade like our Ea/t- 


India Ships, tue E in their Lading 


Cc " „ 


the beginning of Winter, and having . 
calculated the Voyage juſt for Nine 
Months, it falls out very opportunely for 
*em to unlade again in the long Vaca- 
tion. | 
Slull. That is when the Town's emp- 

ty, the Play. houſes ſhut up; and a ram- 
ble into the Country for ſix Weeks brings 
it all about: The Lady lies in, the Child 
goes to Nurſe, every thing is huſht .up, 

and ſhe returns to Town again, and fan- 
cies no bod y 1 knows ans thing of the Mat- 
„ 

Raub. Are there any ſamples of that 
kind, Gentlemen? fore gad I never heard 
any ching ſo whimſical, | 

Crit. Depend upon t, that to my know 
ledge there are, and very lately. 
* How : 7 your? cnowledge, Cn. 
tick? | 
Crit. Ay, and to the knowledge. of 
moſt who reſort. often to the Play: 1 
have ſcen one of em cramp her Belly, ſo. 
confoundedly with her Stays, to hide: it 
from the Audience, that when the Child 
has been born, the Jade had mawl'd it in- 
to ſuch a deform'd aufe that the 
good Women have been frighted out of 
their Wits, and the Midi her ſelf has 
miſtaken it for a falſe Conception. 
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Sull. Why ſhou'd they uſe ſo. much in- 
humane art to hide what in time muſt of 


* 


- 


neceſſity be diſcover d? 


. 3 £ <7 


Crit. They think not 3 and to this Day, | 


after ſuch an exploit as I have been telling 


you, one of em wou'd perſwade the 


- 


Full. Ridiculous and fooliſh ! 


Town that ſhe's an immaculate Virgin. 


Crit. So that upon the whole I tell you, 


what for the Players, the Dancers, the 


Poets and the Maſters, it's an eaſier mat- 
ter for an honeſt young Fellow of the 
Town, to loſe his own good Name, than 


to fix a ſcandal on one of theirs. - 


* 0 


Ramb. Faith they'll thank you for that 
_ Complement. a We} 


Crit. I intend em no Complement ; 1 


only affirm that they're ſo taken up in 


their own Tribe, that there's no room for 


any body elſe. 


Ramb. Twas the way of the Jews you 


know. r VVA 

Crit. And they were Jews for this un- 
righteous dealing: But if by damn'd ill 
Fortune two or three honeſt Gentlemen 

are admitted, the Baſtard, that perhaps 
the Pla „ 

of theſe Gentlemen, and every one muſt 


compound at the full coſt to maintain it; 
while the Mony is ſunk by the mercenary 
| 5 5 7 C 1 \- fl Mo- | 


Mother, and a Child order'd to be ſmo-· 
ther'd i in'the Cradle. 

Ramb. This is a good way to be Rich: 
Ha {imple marry'd Morhers are at a 
charge with their Children, but this a 
device to-ſhift the charge to another, and 
to get Money by the Bargain. 5 
Sul. Probatum eft : I know one made 
two Gentlemen o conſiderable Rank pay 
a hundred Pound a eos! towards her ly- 
ing in and other 
each of em believe the Child was his 
__ own, til] at laſt the two Gentlemen met. 
by chance at her Lying-in Lodgings, and 
being intimate Friends found out the 
Cheat, and ſerv'd her as ſhe deſerv'd. 
RNeamb. But come, Sir,---- we digr refs, 
as this begun from the Comparifon of the 
=” Houſes, fo. we wall reſume chat Sub- | 
4 
Suall. Why then well proceed from the 
firſt Celebrated Comedy at Lincoln s. Iun- 
Fields, and fo hand em down rough. a8 
they run, good and bad, to this time; 
all old Plays, and all reyiv'd Plays ex- 

1 | 
Er. Damn it, tis counting of Braſs 
Mone Jr five pieces of Gold may. ſtand 
againſt a Horſe- load of it: Why. III 
maintain it, there have been in both 
Houſes, fince the 5 95, at! is, * 

„ SGT 


xpences; and made 
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their diviſion, above a hundred and three 
ſcore Playes: Gad's my life, d'yee think I 


have the patience to hear em all examin- 


ce, the very memory of em gives my Sto- 
mach the puke; nay, I wou'd not take 


the Profits of half of em but to hear 
'em call'd over. Nay, don't ſtare Gen- 
tlemen, the Sum wou'd not be fo great 
but I cou'd eatrry it all in my Pockets. 

Sull. Come, Ramble, never mind him-- 


he's as peeviſh as a hungry Judge that's 


to be troubled with a long impertinent 
Cauſe juſt when his Dinner's ready: 


Hold I have a Bookſeller's Cata- 


logue in my Pocket will help eur Me- 
mories; now give your Attention. 
Crit. Why, thou doſt not know what 
thou'rt going to do; thou art going to 


perſecute a poor Chriſtian in a worſe 
manner than ever Diocleſian did: If the 


Twentieth part of thoſe Plays are worth 
naming, I'll be bound to hear thee out; 
it's like muſtring an Army of Mae 

covites, where a hundred Men can hard- 
ly make orie good Soldier. . 
© Ramb. Begin. Nay, turn thy Head 


this way, Ciitict, we muſt have your 


Obſervations. 


Crit. Thad rather he employ'd all Day 
long in counting the People that paſs: by 
here; faith twould be as profitable an 


24 = 


undertaking : J believe thou may kt lay 
the Devil with ſuch a Task, as as 


by counting the Sands of an Hour-glaſs; 


nay, if you are relhey" d.— yl try to take 
a Nap, 2 
Sall. Imprimis, Heres Pyrrbus King f 
Epire. TT 
Ramb. Whoſe is that? 
Sull. Charles H. . 8, — Iriſh Gentle: 
man of good Sen and an excellent 97 
e J Fj 
- Ramb. What was "its Tate i 
Sull. Damn d. 8 
Rab. The nant? ne Ltd 
Sall. A very good Wife. rot: 
Ramb. That's almoſt. 4. « Sole 
whoſe WEL, 5 
Sull. Oh an excellent Authors; dong 
George Powell's the Player, N 
Ramb. What was it's Fate? 
Full. Damn'd, damm d, as it i dairy, ; 
Ramb. The next? VVV 
Sull. Cyrus the Great. NE. 
Ramb. Whoſe was RY . 
Full. Banks's,which the Players damn d | 
and wou'd not Act of a great while, but 
at length it was acted, and dom OI 
in manner and form oy 
Ramb. What's next? * 
Sall. Love's 2 Hulle : or, The ele in 
F | ; 


E : 


C25 3 
Rum. Ay, marry, that Play was. the 


Philoſopher 8 Stone; I think it did Won 


ders. N 
| Sall. It did ſo, and 5 1 Aeg; : 


there being few Comedies that came 


up to't for purity of Plot, Manners and 
Moral: It's often acted now a daies, 


and by the help of the Author's own 


good action, it pleaſes to n n 
Ramb. Go Oli. 2.1 5 
Sull. The Country W. ate. | 


Ramb. Oh that's Dogget's: The Plays 


ers have all got the itching Leproſie of 
Scribling as Ben. Johnſon calls it; twill 
in time deſcend to the Scene keepers and 
Candle-Snuffers : : Come, what came on't ? 

Soll. Not then directly Damn'd, be- 


cauſe he had a part in't himſelf, bur it's 


now dead and buried. 
Aan. The next? . 
S. The third Part of Dos ee 


305 Oh the Over- running Surand 


of: Helicon ! by all that's Poetical, my. 
Friend Derfey ; good lack! I thought I 
ſhou'd meet with him before. we got 
half way: Well, in the name of Impu- 
dence, what luck? 5 
1 Damn d, Pamn d to all intents and 


Purpoles. 
Re] His is and/econdPar did well 
- | 7; S. Thanks 


— 


— 9 
8 nel 


” — * — b — 4 
. AE TP 


- * 1 . 
, 1 . . 6 
ä — = nn 8 N | g 
* 3 — 8 3 n BILE. Y nr , OE EIN £ 
Ee Lane — 1 of Fae 3 3 — = 8 2x; - 9 e 


3 
- 

4 _ 
a 
8 
Y- 

z 
* 


EW) 
'S. Thanks to honeſt M2 1 


1 gave him not only ae: n _ 
a the very Words. 5 


R. Proceed to dhe licht- | Wa. 
. Te loft W gn dr; in, Huw 


. I never end of that. 2 
S. Oh this is a Lady's! vd | 


Crit. How 's that? aut: ene 
contendere virgo ? 
R. See how Gritick ſtarts at the nam- 


7 ing a Ed. 

. What occaſion had you ronathe a 
Lady inthe I: om > nes neon 
bout | LDOIDISD ein 

8 Here“ a Playof ben, Mand-olhnne 

C. The Devil there is: 1 — in 
my Heart we are ſo loſt to all Senſe and 
Reaſon: What a Pox have the Women 
to do with the Muſes? I grant you 
the Poets call the Nine Muſes by the 
Names of Women, but Why ſo? not 
becauſe the Sex had any thing to do 
With Poetry, but becauſe in that Sen 
rey” re much fitter for proſticution. 1 
R. Abulive, now yours abuſive Mr, 
Critick, ul 1360W uot 

C. Sir I tell you e are abus : 2 x 
hate theſe Petticoat-Authors ; ti fall 
Grammar, there's no Feminifie - for 
the Latin Word, tis ann ofthe tn) 

_ - euline 


77 L 27 1 „„ 
| culine Gender, and the Language wont 
bear ſuch a thing a8 a She: Author. Fir 

S. Come, come, you forget your ſelf; 
you know 'twas'a Lady carry "Jt the Prize 
of Poetry in France t other Day; and I 
aſſure you, if the Account were fairly 
ſtated, there have been in England ſome 
of that Sex who have done admirably. 
C. Fic hear,: no more ont: "ne 
Sir, drink. about. 0 

R. To the Fair Author of the Fatal 
Frienaſbip. 

C. Ay, come; _ with i it, we y ching 
that the Glaſs may go round. 80 
now Ile ab FA oh of my Napp. 
% feds wele go on. Mee 8 * 

4 Je | 
Gs 'Whar's that? Antes 
S. This is a ; 2 Authors py X of his 
| Thekis are from the Italian; tis good for 
little, ſo we 'le pals it over. Here's a- 
nother Amint as. 

R. What a Plague 8 e 7 K Pafto- h 
1 L Warrant; well, what became ont. 

S. Oh Damn'd Damn'd !  Jbrahom. 
R. That's a Womans again, I re- 
_ member. it; ſo ho! Mr. Critical. 
. Charity ſake let me alone: 
I deſire; to have nothing to do with uu 
nor them in this affair: Let em ſcribble 
90 by they can ſerve all the Paſtry- "0p" 
| | Cooks 
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= 28 1 5 
cooks in Town, the Tobacconiſts and a 
| Grocers with Walt-paper. 7 =: 

S. The Spaniſh Wives, © 1 

R. That's the ſame Ladys, My tis - 
4 moſt damnable Farce. But the next? | 

S. Mock-Marriage, a young Fellows of | 
the Town, a Retainer, and Lind of Pen- 4 
9 78 to the Stage. * | 

R. What was its Fate? 0 . 

S. Damnd, Damn d: Unhappy Kjnd- 3 
i the ſame Author“ * but W N | 

ole. 

R. The Sulteſ? CAS | | 
S. Damn'd. Corniſh Comedy Non mat- 
ter whoſe, 'twas Dammd. Weglected 

EFertue, Damn'd. Paaſanias, or Lover of 
bis Country, Damn'd, tho' writ by a Per- 
ſon of Quality, and protected by 1 e 4 
Triumphs of Vertue, tho I. think this no 
ill Play, yet 'twas Damn'd. The City ; 
Bride, hs another Player, Dariin'd : CE + 
ay in Falbion, by ere hl. Damn d: Plot 5 
Aud no Piat. Fo 
R. Hold, or there : Count chem we . 
are paſt. . e . 

S. I have mark'd em With ny Pen- 
fil as I weat over 'em : "Here's one, two, _ 
three, four, five here's juſt a Score, | 
of which N umber, Eighteen have 19 5 the 
ee to be PN A. 4 
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ö Man: : , But to 


Toys. : | 


tag]. : E 
R. A fearful. Slaughter! This is De- 
 cimation, IK. 1 all but the tenth. 
at you were faying-- | 


S. Plot and no Plot. 
R. Oh that's Denniss; anda very re- 


gular Farce, tho he calls it a Comedy. 
S. I think it did pretty well; *tis la- 
boriouſſy Writ, as every thin of his is: 


Theres an Air of Formality in the Play 


agreeable to the ſlovenly Air in his Be- 
haviour. But to go on, Cymtbiea and En- | 
aymion. 


A. What aPox is that? T never hear - 
ont. . +. S262 
lh. ht F, ef not; EB ls one of Darfey's 8 


R. "Darfey If 2 int in 2 whos but 


juſt now we parted with him. 


S. Ay but Sir, you muſt know this 
is an Opera and as he tells us in the 


Tiitle- page, deſignd to be perform'd at 


: the 


Court before the late Queen theres 
for you; Durfey in his Altitudes —— 


but notwithſtanding the vain and con- 


ceited Title- page, tis good for nothin 


Within: Hes the werf Antipodes to al 


Poets treat the Deities civilly, but Mr. 


| Darfey' makes the Gods Bullies, and 


J e chaſteſt Goddeſſes. | 


m4 ui dns 10 Ie N. 38.70 


b 


Poets, Antient and Modern: he” 
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T3 30 ys | 

807 I a that | was | mawl'd;* 

$9 1 to the Honour which hi 
an the, Queen intended it. | 
; . Twas well for Darfey her late Ma- 
1. jelty never {aw it; Gad if ſhe had, Peo- 


ple wou'd ha ſaid, it had firſt been the 


cauſe of her, Lllneſs, and then of her 


Death; far tis 3 mortifying Piece my 
Word: Fes, ves. it was Damn d. 
* 8 Im glad ont; he Abevet ag bet: 


ter: But the next. Por bit 1 FEI 


FS. Oronoko: © 
„R., Oh lit the Favourite of the 1 
S. It had indeed uncommon Succeſs; 


and the Quality of both Sexes, were very 
kind to the Play, and to the Poet: Na 
doubt it has Merit, particularly: the haſt 7 
Scene; but tis as certain, that the 
mick Part is below ag: Avthor's/ ſha! 


30 fl Ck 


. 
R. I have a particular regard for Mr. 


 Soathers's Stile and agreeable. Manner; 
theres a Spirit of e eee in e 
thing he writes. ION me 


S. I think very few; xceed h 


Dialogue; his Gallagtry: is — cd: 


after the real 
AIRFAnce, with hg 


him into the . IT 5 


8 and no Mam knew) better the 
| WoL and — of 8 But 
yet 


little Buſineſs in't for ſo long a Repr.. 


* has a wth 2 4 Fein "4 * 9 # 2 Kar . 
8 * W " 9 ä 4 De 22 
* ** 9 PER un e W 9 5 
* 
19 1 | | 
# 


yet. I muſt ſay bis Dian is commonly 
the beſt part of him, eſpecially in Co- 
medy ; but in Tragedy = has once in 
this, and in one other, 3 the Pafſi F 
ons very well. But to proceed. Aae i 


ick Love. 3 1 
K. That I think is Mr. Grarvills. ad =_ 
S. Tis ſo, and the Language is very, 

| corre: But With n to him, y 

his Fable is not well ch gl en; there's too [ 


| ſentation: But if Mr. G. had taken the = 
Story at a greater, length, and contrivd; 
the Incidents to ſurprize, he had. ona 
„* admirable Tragedy. ez 
Go on to the next. 
S. She Gallants.. | 
R. The ſame. Author's, 12 a ved, 
Comedy, tho it. had the Misforune to 
be ill, receiy d. { 
ai 5 1 9 — 1 5 is Che fo 00 and a 
did very we e, Raya C | 
K. Whoſe & that? © 1 
S. This is Mrs. Manley's ; it made a 
ſhift l le, | AYIA Bands 20 . 
e ry 6 N ik 11 1 


. ag 158 257 Ven 
Z „ . . the ſucceſs e 
* ge wwe a ee G9: on. 
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2 3: Ky 9 185 N 
S. The Novelty; every Word diele 1 
. and then Damn d. i . 
X. have yon any morè? nt 
S. Oha'hindre N Cleiligns! 45 
Here's the Innocent Miſtreſs ; tho'the Ti- 
tle calls this Innocent, yet it deſerves to 
be Damm d for its Obſcenity: The Pre- 
Fenders; City Lady, Lovers luck, Roman 
Brides 5 e, Bal in Diſtreſs, een . 
Catherine, Pe 15 ampainers, trigues 
V. erſuilles; theſe twolaſt Dirfey's again; 
cum multis aliis que nunc. and ſo forth 

all Damn d, Every” Son and Daughter 

for ever.. 

Crit. Fm glad ont with allmy Heart : fl 
Have you done? r 
S. Not done by above att Hünüdre ; but 

to tell you the Truth, Em fick with ſo 

ny 1 8 Death 1 2 1 


+ \ » ; 
Ou "oc amt an om wmnrth 


for Heaven 8 fake” =, 
R. One wou'd 465 "PLE 15 Devil” 
two Theatres ſhou'd ſtand ſo long, that 
are built with ſuch rotten Stuff ; they're. 
{lighter than the paper Buildings in the. 

Temple. 

n but they were not all ofthis ſoft,” 
| Oronko; Aſop, and Relopſe are Maſter: = 8 3 
ran - 6 1 


* 
OY 
4 * 


| "£0 5 1 
plects, and ſubſiſted Dig. lan Houfe, 


the'firſt ew o or three Years: The Nous g. 


ing Bride, S ham Dockor, and the Provok'd 


- Wife kept up the other at the ſame time:: 


And ef latter Years © there have been 
now! and then a” "Play „Worth 1 


4 will lot — — 1 a8 till you i Habs 


tainted it: Vou are as inconvenient y; 1 
the Common welch of Wit, as Flies :- 


in the Burcher's Shambles, you corrupt 


every thing you breath upon. 


Cri. You-are' miſtaken, if you mean 


by Men of my Complexion, ſuch. who 
are willing to find a fault where thete is 


one, I muſt anſwer ſor thoſe Perſons, 


that they are as uſeful to the Common- 
wealth, as a Licenſer to the Preſs, or x 
Committee of Elections to the Houfe of 
Commons.” PIES 1 W 

Gall. Come Geadenen: let the Difpute 


end there and let us return to the Conſide- 


ration of the two contending Stages; we 
muſt thus far conſider, that they are pret- 


ty equal, as to the number of good and | 
daa 1 But now comes the 1 
* ry + #$,+ 8 | . 5 BD 2 Ir | Turn 


» F b 1 
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: 1947. 
Turn which ſeem'd to decide the Fates 
of Rome and Carthage : | The old Houſe 
have a Bawble offer d em, made out of 
Fletebers Iſland Princeſs, ſometime after 
alter'd by Mr. Tate, and now erected 

into an Opera by ne, The Actors 
labour at this like ſo many Galley Slaves 

at an Oar, they call in the Fiddle, the 

Voice, the Painter, and the Carpenter 

to help 'em; and what neither the Poet 

nor the Player cou'd do, the Mechanick 
muſt do for him: The Town had ſeen 
their beſt at the Drama; and now, I was 
going to ſay, the Houſe look'd like abrisk 
Highway-man, who conſults his Perruke- 
maker about the neweſt Faſhion an Hour 
before his Execution; this new fangled 

Invention was a melodious Whim | 

Ramb. How? new fangled Mr. Sallen? 

you forget the ee King Arther, 

and the Fairy Qgeen. 8 

Sul. I remember 'em; and pray are 
not they new ? nay, if you go to the ut- 

moſt of it's Antiquity, it came from 

no elder a Houſèe than Dadenant s, and 
that's new enough of all-Conſcience : 
but as I was fſaying--- the Opera now 
poſſeſſes the Stage, and after a hard 

f{truggle, at length it prevail'd, and 
ſomething more than Charges came in 
every . The Wie who are 
| always 


WW) Uh bw „ 


"Four ofchis Speech, Aclaſt, (asyouſay) 


but indeed all the Town, no body ever 
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always Lovers of good Mufick, flock hi- 


ther, and by almoſt a total revolt from 
the other Hoaſe, give this new Life, and 


fer it in ſome eminency above the New ; 


this was a {ad mortification to the old 


Stagers in Lincolus- Inn: fields, but at length 

77... on nn Rn 
Cri. Nay, there I will prevent you 
20d- Mr. Sallen; I muſt have the Ho- 


the old Stagers moulded a piece of Paſtry 


work of their own, and made a kind of 
Lenten Feaſt with their Rizaldp and Ar- 


mide ; this furpriz'd not only Drary-lane, 


dreaming of an Opera there; tis true they 


had heard'of Homer's Illiads in a Nut- ſhel, 
and Jack in a Box, and what not? but 
where's the wonder 9 why ſuch amaze- 
ment? I have ſeen the Creation of the 

World, Alexander's Exploits, Robin Hood 


and Little John, and I don't know how 


much, all epitomiz'd into a Rarre-ſhow, 


Boe 


* 


* 


London. ; > N 


Da on 


carry'd about on a Man's Head: Nay, 
a certain Bard (whom you juſt now 


nam'd) tells us ofa famous Mathema- 


tician who drew the whole World on a 


Cherry-ſtone ; nay, did it ſo gingerly, 
that every 3 might be {cen upon't 
as plain as St. Paul 


in the great Map of _ 


Sall. Well, with this Vigary they tug'd 
a while, and The Jolh--- Folly breeze--- 
came whiſtling thro - all the Town, and 
not a Fop but ran to ſee the Celebrated 
Virgin.ina Machine; there ſhe ſhin d in 
a full Zodiack, the brighteſt Conſtellation 
there; 'twas a pleaſant Reflection all this 
time to ſee her ſcituated among the Bulls, 
Capricorns, Sagittaries, and yet: the Vir- | 
90 ſtill remain iatacta; but as ſhe her {elf 
lays, if ihe had to do with any thing but 
an Aſtronomer, that cou d never be. 
Fri. But this merry Tame laſted not 
always; every thing has an end, and at 
length down, goes Rinaldo's inchanted 
Mountain; it ſunk as it aroſe, by Ma- 


. 4 4 


: * 
» o 


"Mole-hill ſeen, on't: What; a 5 
was this? that the Labour of ſuch a gi- 
gantick Poet, nay Critick, ſhoud give 


ds # 


up the Ghoſt ſo ſoon: The renowud 
Author thought himſelf immortal in that 
Work, and that the World was to laſt no 
longer than his Rinaldo; and tho he ſtole 
every thing from the Italian, yet he ſaid, 
what the Italian did was but Grubſtreet 
| to Is. Hy 5 4 „ | [3 ( NY * | +3 
And now I have mention'd this Fairy, | 
give me leave ro examine his Merit a little | 
further: *Tispitty ſuch a petulant-Cri- ' 
tick ſhoud go off without a Comple- 
ä e ment, 4 


* 


" — 


1 37 1 


. „mehr, And finte Jam in the Humour, 5 
muſt needs Complement kim with the 


"Succeſs of his laborious Tphigenia: Ay, 


"here's a Tragedy with a witnels. ſpow W 


more trazick Port if you can.. twas a ſmart 
Epilogue. But I marvel a Man of Mr. 
Denniss Penetration vou d ſuffer, nay 


beg his Friend to Burleſque him at that 
unreaſonable rate: But the Auther was 


conſcious the Audience might miſtake it 


for a Comedy, and ſo he gets Colonel C- 
(he was ſure his Word wou'd be taken) 
to tell em it was not a Comedy but a 
Tragedy: The hint was good and ne- 
ceſſary, for o my word very few knew 
what: to make of it before, tho' thete 
Were many TREMENDOUS things in't; 
but if there be any thing of Tragedy” int 
it lies in that word, for. he'i is ſo fond of 
it, he had rather ve it in every Page, 
than ſlay his belov'd Iyhigenia. 


Ramb. Nay, now Gentlemen, I will 


have my Criticiſm too, and mine ſhall 


be on the Prefare, which I affure you is 
an extraordinary Compoſure: I thought 


the Man in a paſſion, but there 'Was no 
Tuch® thing 


the Man was in an Extaſy, 


for he told 4 riend of his, that he never 
before obſer vd ſuch aflum! in the Audience 


( that Was his Word) as there was at the 
hes ring one of his Scenes; nothing bur 
| 88 } D 3 5 Amaze- 
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Amazement, dowaright StupeſaRtion 
| ay, ſuch . 


guy deal of ſpite in him, Clubs with an 
Fonelt Gentleman to write a Tragedy on 
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Surprize and Aſtoniſhment! N 


a thing had never happen d ſince The- 


ti rode in a uy unleſs once at. one 


of Corneills, who by the by, was of 
his intimate Acquaintance ; (for conti- 
tinues he) I had one Day the honour 


to ſit by that famous Author at a Tra- 
gedy of his in Paris, and by and by 


comes ſuch a turn, that the People mur- 
mur'd again they were ſo ſurprizd; Oh 
very fine! by all my Anceſtors, the Po- 


ets, I never heard any thing ſo fine, un- 


Icſs rother day at mine. But che beſt 


Jeſt of all the Preface is, he tells one 


of the firſt Peers of the Nation, that 
truly he was miſtaken, he underitood 


not the Cataſtrophe of his Play, for, ſays 
he, your Grace muſt excuſe me, I have 


been Twelve Months conſidering on, 
and am ſure, ſay what you Will, 1 


* : 
z 
o 


Crit. Well, let him go till we hear 


from him again, and now. let's go back 


have done it very nicely. -- 


to D. Lane, where juſt ſuch another Hero 


ſtruts in his Buskins. 


This Forreign Author, having a pla- 


— 1 
A 
3 


wy - rota” ibrrairet . on” - S<am. 


Stages, Ergo, 
| Thi r Author, half Eugliſb 
half Freuch, looks over his own French 


EF 
directly contrar #5 Why, fo were the 


ſhould che Plays be. 


Dickianary, and finds Madam Iphigenia 


5 very much degraded in t other Play; ſhe 


ſcorn'd to eſcape from the Sacrifice ; ſhe 
was an errant Termagant, and word dye 
when {he was in the Humour ; : and why 
a dickins ſhou'd Mr. Dennis uſe her f. 


very barbaroully as to give her Life: No, 


I'll prove it to his Face and the World's, 


that Madam Iphigenia dy'd i in Aulis, and 
all the Town {hall know it; belides, his 


Poetry is ſtark naught, and I'll make it 


appear by comparing it with mine, and 
you ſhall ſee how Me. C- and I will 
mawl him: So he falls tot, and being a 


little cripled in the firſt AR, he makesa 
Crutch of his Friend, and ſo as the Pro- 


7 verb runs--- Mr. $3 helps « lame D. TY 
over the Stil-. 


Ramb. Oh fye, Mr. Critick, What a 


Compariſon was that! 


Crit. With much ado the bel Was 


4 done, and this was acted upon the Heels 
of the other; This was damnable fou! 
5 youll fay, and the pride of the firſt 


Johgevi receiv'd' no ſinall Mortification, 
te an Upſtart write directly counter 


4 0 ira; and: * 1 was like to 


P 4 in- 


% 


diſereet Humour he ſaid no more of the 


„ W fail EP Hot © ij 


fell a laughing, and replies; Sir, ſays he, 
Il ſtake my French .DifFioneryragainſt 
' . 7 | | 1 
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4 our Criticiſms on — and that 


think is odds enough---- I ay, III hold 


you that Bet, that you did not get fifty 


Shillings by t, and that the Houſe loſt 
a hundred Pound. This had like to 
ha made ſad work; but all was well, 
for neither of em have been acted ſites, 


for they both _ in everlaſting Tran- 
| ds heme 


Ramb. Aker tifis trial of skill between 


the two Houſes and the two Poets, things 
return'd to their former Poſture; the 


Stages were ſtill upon the ſquare, ' both 
loſers by their Iphigenias, and 8 
hearty Curſe came ſecretly from their 


Hearts: But as bad as the caſe was, they 


reſolve to run it out, and new Plays came 


{till crowding in, every freſh” Author be- 


ing in halt to ibe damnd with thoſe that 


went before; and ſo it fell out, for 
"few outliv'd three Days. © 2 | 


Sull. But to prevent this heavy Cala 
mity, Batterton, being a cunning old 
Fox, bethouglit himſelf of a Project, 
whereby he might be rid of this beggar- 


ly Trade, and twas a ſure way to fave 


the third Night to himſelf; he enters 


—. 3 Koran falls down © on n his 1 
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and every body run now to renew t 
ac Uaintance With Shaleſßear. STEEL; vo 
Crit. I think the People were never 


Re : 


O Shakeſpear, Shakeſpear! La have 


dur Sins brought upon us! Me have renoun. 
3. 5 | | 
cd the wayes which thou haſt taught us, aud 


are degenerated into Infamy and Corruption: 


Tool down from thy Throne on Mount 
Parnaſſus, and take commiſeration on thy 
Sons nom fallen inte Miſery + Let down 4 
Beam of thy brightneſs upon this our fortorn 


Theatre; let thy Spirit dwell with u, let 


thy Influence bs upon our Poets, tet the 


Streams of thy Helicon glide along by Lin- 


colns-Inn-Fields, 4x4 fructiſis our Soil as 


the Waters of the Nile make fruitful the 


barren Banks of Egypt. He roſe, and roſe 


much comforted : With that he falls to 


work about his Deſign, opens the Volume 


and picks out two or three of Shakeſpears 


Plays; and now, ſays he, PII feague it a- 
way faith ; Bleſſed be the Relicks of 
this Saint; they're more precious than 


thole at Loretto, and a Penny. that 


comes in ſrom ſo pious @ Shrine-muſt 
needs proſper. The whim fell in very 


luckily with the humour of the People, 
5 


% * 


writ with that Felicity, or had fuck: a 
&S prodigious compaſs of Thought; and 
5 tho' ome of thoſe Plays that Batterton 


VVT 15 
Acted were Hiſtorical, and conſequent- 

ly highly irregular, yet they never faild 
to pleaſe; tho its one of the hardeſt 
things in the World to make an Hiſtorical 
r oe ek 
Suall. Well, this lucky hit of Batrer- 
ton's put D. Laue to a non- plus: Shake- 
ſpear's Ghoſt was rais d at the New-houle, 
and he ſeem'd to inhabit it for ever: 
What's to be done then? Oh, ſays Rich 
I'll pray as well as he- What? Shall a 
| Heathen Player have more Religion than 
a Lawyer ? No, it {hall never be ſaid -- 
with that Mr. R.-- goes up to the Gar- 
ret (a pair of Stairs higher than his own 
Apartment) and taking Ben. Johnſon's 


Picture with him, he implores . 


and Parent of the whole Dramatick Genera- 


tion / May i pleaſe thy venerable Shade to 2p 


caſt an Eye on the unhappy Circumſtances of 
thy Children: May it pleaſe thee to bedew _ 
the Sands of our ſcorcht Ly bia, and ble 
the flubborn Earth till it raiſes up ſome 
nourifoment for us who hunger: Tus bi- 
therto an arcurſed Land, nothing bat 
Monſters Moor forth from its Bowels, till 
its nom became rhe abitation of every | 
Creature but thoſe of thy own: making : 
How long muſt it thus continue? Ob let 
85 4 4 Ky S -- + - > pe ©. Es 3 | it 


15 K 
| 77 ne ber be reproach FE to , " thi 10 e 


ſarh Backſliders from thy: Lass there- 
fore we implore thee, that thy. Grate may* 
iſſue down like Mahomet's Dove upon the 


 Maſſelmen of thy Sanctuary, and this 
All we ask thee-----, The Picture ſeem'd 
to Nod, Which was a token of conſent, 
up he roſe, and very devourly: return'd 
the charitable Image to its place in his 
on Theatre, ' Then they fell to task on 
the Fox, the Alehymiſt, and Silent Wo. 
man, who had — twenty Years in Peace, 


they drew up theſe in Battalia againſt 


Harry the 4th and Harry the 8th, a and 
then 2 8 . began. No 46 you 
proceed -— 1 (3007 


Crit. The Battel banda E dung title | 
_ doubtful, and Victory hovering over both 


Camps, Batterton Sollicits for ſome 
Auxiliaries from the fime Author, and 


then lie flanks his Enemy pers hey 


for Meaſure. C 
Ramb. According to he: letter! 5 
Cri. Nay then, lays the white Saks 


ar D. Lane, faith we'll een put ele P&I 


grim upon him. mpoFatel, 10 we will, 
Jays Dryden, and if iy Ila ler: my Son 
have che Profits of tue Thu IgA Vil 


give you a Secular Mast Done, in 

8 and ſo the Bargain Was ſtrück. 
. "This was excellent Spart. KL. 

Ram, 
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Rab. Faith and ſd it was: But, Gen- 
tlemen— —— IT have waited very patient- 
_ ly; a great while for my turn, and now 
have it, gad I'll keep it; and as you have 
been moralizing on the management of 
their Plays, I FIl have 4 touch at their 
Sins. ing and Dancing. 

Sul. That I had forgot Tor Yo 0 Whit 


vitant Stults villa——— yOu know what 


Horace p rer. 641 gin 795 


S 
1 


ri. Well remembred Plaitk: 1 anus 


had leſt out thoſe unnatural Ornaments, 
| we had rob'd 'em of their chief Support; 


tis the V 


15 ſtaple nnen of the 


Stages: id 


Aung ad thats Arguments mine, add 5 


I'll have: it, Ha, ha, ha: Why its one 
of the pleaſanteſt Farces they have, and 


8 a damnable Play has been fav'd 
3 V. 5 31 


Crit. 'Tis ridiculdus enough of all Gi 


ſcience; that the Foets Wit ſhou'd lye in 


the Dancers Heel; it gives me a ſort of 
nonlenſical reaſon why Pegaſus 1 is {aid to 
be the Poets Horſe; I perceive twas for 
his activity and capring. 

Sull. And when the Poets Wit lies i in 
the Singer s Voice, what thall we lay: to 


that? 


* 


Cri. The Reaſon for Ats is juſt of! 4 


piece with rother; the Singer's Voice ? 


. „ makes 


* 


| 1 yes 
makes Muſick ; ; Muſe and Muſick are 


fynonimous Terms; ſo the Muſick whicli 
proceecls from the Singer, may be under. i 


* to proceed from the Muſe. 


Nan. That's ill Logick, Critich, 
Crit. *Tis well enough for theiCauſe : 


And ſo of the Bow-ſtick, and the fine 
Finger on the Harpſicord, they're all 


| Brothers and Siſters to the Quill in the 


ſame Senſe with the other, that S 
they're all of one Alliance. Ia ſhort; 

has been one of the molt as 
Practiſes of the Stage; and I look upon 
the Drama to be in a very wretched con- 
dition, when it can't ſubſiſt without 
thoſe: abſurd and foreign Diverſions. 


Ramb. Sir, you ha ve nothing to do 


With this Argument; pray let me alone 


with't— I'll run it at Newmarket with 


the ſwifteſt Horſe there gad and III 
ride it to death but I'll have my Jeſt. 

Sall. It has always been tlie Jeſt 20 
all the Men of Senſe about To w-; not 
that the Fellows rer #1, for in 
their way they did admirably; ; but that 
rhe Stage that had kept it's -purity a 


hundred Years (at kaſt from this De- 


bauchery) ſhowd now be proſtituted to 


* to Caperers, Eunuchs, Fid- 


woe wb en and N 1 55, 
"_ 


4 ( 


N : 1 b 
Crit. Oh what a charming Sight twas 
to fee Madam What a pox d'ee call 
her— the high German Battock---- ſwim 
it along the Stage between her two Giplie 
Daughters: they skated along the Ice 
ſo ckaverly, you might ha' fworn they 
were of right Dutch extraction. 
Sall. And the Sieur Allard.—. 


Cri. Ay, the Sieur with a pox to him— 


and the two Monfiears his Sons. Rogues 
that how at Paris for a Groat a piece, 
and here they were an entertainment 
for the Court and his late Majeſt 7). 


Ramb. Dh eren pag and Sears. 5 


1 | 
Cri, Ay ; What a rout hers? Was with 
a Ni, R.. Aves of Harlequin and Scara- 
- touch ? With the Guittar and the Blad- 


der! What jumping over Tables and 


Toint-Stools! What ridiculous Poſtures 
and Grimaces! and what an exquiſite 


Trick ?rwas to firaddle before the Andi- 
ence, making a thouſand damn'd French 


Faces, and feeming in labour with a 
monſtrous Birth, at laſt my counterfeit 


Male Lady is delivered of her two Pup-. 


pies Harlequin and Scaramonch, 
Sal. And yer the Town was ſo fond of 
this, that theſe Raſeals brought the great- 


eſt Houfes that ever were known: 8 


ied * am ſeandaliz d at thefe little 


\ 


things; 
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of a Country where the Spirit of Poe: 


85 is dwindled, into vile Farce and 


opper 


peers But What have you to 1 to 
Moder Ragonde and her Eight Daughters ? 

1 aſſure you I think An. a very 

humorous Dancer. 


Sall. Not quite ſo ridiculous as t other, 
but altogether as unneceſſary: Some 
things by the courteſie of England may 
be forgiven tho not juſtify d; a Song 
or a Dance may be introduced into a 


Ray as a part of the Play; there ought ä 


ſome connexion and affinity be: 


tween em; but when theſe are lug'd 
in by the Head and Shoulders without „ 


any relation to the Play, I take em 


to be unnatural and monſtrous: 


Cri. I'll tell you, nen, what 1 


have known in my time: Ihe late 
Dale of Monmouth was a good judge of 


dancing, and a good Dancer - ale 3 


when he returned from France, he 
brought with him St. Anare, then the 
beft Maſter in France: The Dale pre- 3 


ſented him to the Stage, the Stage to 


_ -gratifie the Duke admitted him, and 


the Dale himſelf thou ght he wou'd 


bk a mighty * 2 to em, tho 
198 no * elſe * his 8 | 
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things; I am aſham'd to own my. ſelf 


” 


> 0 __ 
A Day was publiſh'd in the Bills for 
him to dance, but not one more, be- 

ſides the Dake and, his Friends came tow 


| ſee him; the reaſon was, the Plays were _ 
then ſo good, and Hart and Mohan att. - RV 
ed 'em ſo well, that the Audience wou'd . 0 
not be interrupted for ſo ſhort a time 1 
tho* 'twas to ſee the beſt Maſter in 200 
: Europe. 79 1 CCC 103 


Sal. Twas otherwiſe lately with 
Balon; the Town ran mad to ſee him, 
and the prizes were raisd to an extra- 
. vagant degree to bear the extravagant 
rate they allow'd him: | 
Cri. Tis that Tlament; *cis an evi- 8 
= ſign of the degeneracy of our | 
. | 
amb, But above all commend me 
to Signior Clemente he got more 
by being an Eunuch than if he had the 
beſt Back in Chriſtendom; the Ladies 
paid more for his Caponſbip than they 
wou'd ha' done for his virilit yy. 
Cri, I never knew the Ladies ſo far 


out of their Wits; they uſed to have = 
ſome regard for a Man's Capacity ano- mx 


ther way: The Cry uſed to run, like 
the Ladies againſt Horner in the Coun © © 
iry Wife, Oh fie upon him filthy Fel. - 
low—— naſty Fellow—— good Sr. Thomas 

Aon't leave ws with this Sign of a Man 
VVV bere, 
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here, t his no Man : An Hermophroatte with 


two Sexes. is better than he, he has no Se 


Sull. But this Evil increaſes upon us 
every Day; there are more of the Cir- 


cumciſion come over lately from Italy. 


Cri. Nay the frolick will go on that's 


certain: The Women have been hewn 
down by brawny Soldiers all the War; 
and for variety they'll now take up with 


Boys. We are ſo fond of every thing 
that comes. from Frazce or 1taly, tis God's 
Mercy we harwt their Religion. 

Ramb. Olard! if they wou'd ſend over 
their Pope, we ſhou'd have rare Sport : 
The Pope and the Cardinals woud make 


the fineſt Scene in the World ; What 
running there wou d be from all Parts 


to ſee the Conclave kept in Drury. laue 


or Lincolns-Inn-Fields! Or at Charing- 


Croff with the Tyger; or in Fleet: ſtreer 
with the Elephant: But if Mr. Rich had 
em, what an Emperor woud he think 
himſelf with all St. Peter's Patrimony, 


his Holineff and all his red Hats in Pen- 


Fall. But as I was ſaying-— ſome- 


times a Song or a Dance may be ad- 
mitted into a Play without offending 


our Reaſon: I won't ſay it is at any 
time neceſſary, for lome of our beſt Tra- 
Vi EW. gedies 


1. 51 2 | 
edies have neither: But perhaps it may | 
done without . offence, ſometimes to 
alleviate the attention. of the Audience, 
to give the Actors time and reſpite, but 
always with regard to. the Scene; for by 
no means mult it be made a buſineſs in- 
dependent of that: In this particular our 
| Operas are highly criminal, the Muſick . 
in 'em is for the moſt part an abſurd 
Impertigence ; for inſtance, How ridicus 
lous is it in that Scene in the Propheteß, 
where the great Action of the Drama 
ſtops, and the chief Officers of the Army: 
Rand fill with theirSwords drawn tohear 
a Fellow Sing Let the Soldiers rejoice 
faith in my mind ' tis as unreaſonable as if, 

a2 Man ſhou'd call for a Pipe of Tobacco 

” juſt when the Prieſt and hisBride are waits, - 
ing for him at the Altar. The Examples, 

_ are innumerable, no Opera i is without em, 
tho perhaps theſe may find a better, 
excuſè for em than Tragedies, becauſe 

the Muſick in theſe is the chief Enter= 
tainment; but for all that, I ſee no re? k 
ſon why the Drama, by much the nobler . wy 

part, nay the Parent of the other,ſhou'd be 1 

made a Bawd to ſet off. the mulick ; z and = 
m directly of Opinion, chat even in O- 
| 7*ras the Muſick and the reſt of the pa · 
BY be is a Vice wherever tis impro- 


ly Plac 'd, chat is, where the Scene, 
| 2 does 
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does not eaſily, and without for ce ſeem 


'to require it. 


Ram. There can be no Kobt of it; * 


tis the blemiſh of the stage; but for our 
excuſe we may ſay, we were not the 
firſt inventers. 

Siull. I know we had em from Italy; 
but that which pardons the Italian e 


not pardon us: They are all Idolaters 


of Muſick, an effeminate Nation, not 
reliſhing the more maſculine Pleaſures ; 
their Theatres are meer Muſick meetings, 
and the little hodge-podge, which is their 
Drama, is little better than a continu'd 
Song, without aQtion, incident or va- 
riety: But in England, where Poetry has 
been in perfection, where our Paſſions 
are more manly, I ſee no more reaſon for 
following em in this Cuſtom than in 
their Dreſs, or romantion way of Intri- 
guing. 
: Ramb. Vet you ſee theſe obtain very 
much. 


Full. Tis owing to the depravity of 


our Fancies : Our Judgments are not at 


all exercisd int; and while this ridicu- 
. ous Humour laſts, IJ have no hopes of 


keing our Poetry reſtor d. 


Cri. But this error of Muſick is not 


Yeſterdays invention; old Ben with all 


15 his exact neſs ſtumbles here ſometimes : 3 


pi 
th; 
Err 
th. 


J 
It does not well become me to arraign 
ſo eſtabliſhd an Author, but I'm ſure he 
has Faults of all kinds, and to the pur- 


poſe in Hand I take the Song ſung to 


Celia in the Fox, to be one; tis in the 


Seventh Scene of the Third A#: He 


brings her in by a Stratagem to Volpone, 


who is ſuppoſed to be Paralytick and 


quite diſabled for Woman's Sport; 


but finding himſelf alone with Celia, 
he ſhakes of his Hypocriſie and his Furs, 


and runs in an extaſie to her Arms: She 


is ready to dye with the ſurprize, fain 


woud fly away, but he forces her to 


ſtay, and ſhe, without ſaying one Word, 
is ſuppos d to liſten to an entertainment 


of Muſick, tho' in all the Agony that 


the Poet cou'd give her. One wou'd 


think ſhe ſhou'd rend, and tear, and cry 


ont for help, as ſhe did afterwards with 


| fury enough; but that woud ha ſpoil'd 
the Song: TI beg Bens pardon for this pre- 
ſumption, but this being to the purpoſe 
it came into my Mind. 
Ramb. Your Example of Ben is enough 
to juſtifie this practice in ſome Men's O- 


pinion but, Sullen, you were ſaying 


that you had no hopes of ſeeing our Po- 


etry reſtord at this rate, 'which implies 


that you think it a very low Ebb. 
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4 Sul I think it never was worſe: I 


know there have been Scribblers and Poe- 


taſters in all Ages; the Author you nam'd 
laſt complains of it in the beginning of the 
laſt Century; his CXII Epigram confeſ- 
ſes it after a pleaſant manner. Virgil 
and Horace, and Ovid, had their Criſpi 
nus Funnius their Bavias and Mievius: All 


Ages have produc'd theſe Virmin, but 
Africa never was more prolifick of new 
Monſters than this Town has been of late. 
Ramb. But you'll grant the latter part 
of this Age lias e ſome eck 


nar y Men? 


Crit. As it produces a Comet; once 


in twenty Vears; and then its the dil- 
courſe of allthe World. 

Sull, Nay, now you're too ſveregwhet 
think you of Etheriage, Dryden, Wigher 
95 Otway, Congreve and Vanbrag ? 

Crit. And what think you of 3 


5 G-—y, S—e, B— 3, and 
who not? but above all, commend me 


to the ingenious Author of the FT 1 to the 


'F Pater, "TED 


Ramb. Oh Lord, Sir! you won t quar- 
rel with that Play; never ny thing did 
ſuch wonders;, 

Crit. Oh*twas admirable! admirable! 
1 wonder the Ton did: net Ju en des 
Jn the Bays for * him. N p 

8. Sall. 
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. Nay, for ought you and Thani 
he may live to enjoy em; I aſſure you 
all the run of the Town is on his fide. 
The Ow! was never more eſteem'd at 4» 


thens than the J rip 70 the Jubilee Was 


here. | 
e Teidend I have known a Foot» 
man have a great ftroak with his Lord 
at begging a Favour; if all the Footmen 
in Town that admire him were to club 
for his Preferment, I don't know what 
mi ghthe done.” . 
Nin The Foatinen ? Ay, and the 


middle Gallery too, I aſſure you are of 


his ſide, and _ a ſtrong. Party. 

„Gn Why, I believe it, tis about the 
pitch of their Underſtanding; but if e- 
ver it diverted one Man of tolerable 
Spule Il be hang'd. 


Sull. I don't know who are your peo- . 
ple of tolerable Senſe, Mr. Critich, but 
at that Play I have ſeen the Pit, Box and 


Stage ſo crowd and if that is not 
aſgn— 
Crit. *Tis no more a Sign of their Ap- 
probation, than going tv Church is a 
_ fignof their Devotion; Theres (as Dry- 
den calls it) 2 malicious ſort of Hleaſure 
in laughing at a ridiculous thing: J have 
_ *erackt my ſides at a Bart lemem Merry- 
Andrew, tho' at that very Minute I knew 
; „„ 
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kits the moſt deſpicable” Rogue in Na- 


ture. 


* oP" Well then, by your own con- 


feſſion he has gain d one end of Comedy, 


he has made you laugh. ' "_|!e— © © 
Crit. With ſcorn, contempt and deri- 


ſion; I wou'd ha done the ſame at the 


merry Tricks of a Monkey, or the Wit 


of a Jack. pudding, and think it the more 
entertaining Farce of the two. 
Ramb. Shall we enter into the 144 0 


of the Play, and take it Scene by. Scene ? 


Crit. You may do what you pleaſe, 


Gentlemen, but the Devil take me if 
IT ſtay in your Company then! I 
wou d as ſoon conſent to be poyſond as 


to hear that Play read; it woud be as 
offenſive to my Noſtrils as the turning 


up of a Dunghil. 


Sull. Then let him pals ;- Jad. to bo 


ſerious, I think our time wou'd be ſpent. 


ill enough of all Conſcience; if you are 
for that fport, let's chuſe a good Author, 
and paſs away a Bottle or two in his 
Company. 5 9/49 


Cr/, Look ye Gentlemen, 1 1250 not | 
long to ſtay ; in the mean time if you re- 
quire my Judgment in any particular, 4 


mall be willing to give it you w 


much Fr en as 1 ee without 1 
| - * A 0 25 wh 3 + 1 oF af 25 . . Hs 
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my reſpect to any honeſt Gentleman that 


deſerves: well. 


R. Then you allow there are ſome that do. 


_ Cri. I allow there are {ome that do 
better than others; yet (with ſubmiſſi- 
on) the beſt of em are imperfect, there 
are degrees among Poets, as there are a- 
mong other Workmen; ſome Painters 


can draw a Face tolerably well, but eve- 
ry Painter has not the Hand of Keller; 


and as Kyeller himſelf excell'd only in 
the Face, ſo the beſt Poets are excellent 


but one way; and you'le hardly name me 


one to diſprove. the Truth of what I ſay. 
Sull. I think he that ſtands faireſt fort 
is Dryden: Otway has done ſucceſsfully in 
both kinds: Congreve has a great Cha- 
racter for Comedy, and in my poor Judg- 
ment has per formd well in Tragedy: 
I ſpeak now only of the moſt modern. 
Fletcher and Beaumont, are every where 


Irregular, but always gentile and eaſy ; 


their Tragedies are moving, and their 
Comedies diverting: Shakeſpear ſu- 


blime in the firſt, and always natural in 


the latter, Johnſon humourous in one, 
and very correct in both: I deſcend to 
no others, only I cart omit Shadwel, whoſe 


Comedies are true Copies; of Nature, 


but generally low and aukward; his 


Tragedies are a mixture of Mirth and 


Melancholy, 
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Melancholy, and thoſe of his own making 
good tor ie, 7 2 

Cri. As for Otmay, „ his Crapadia are 
Gagular 1n two — 2 his Fables are 
well choſen, and tus Paſſions are very 
moving, but his Comedies are highly 

looſe and prophane. Comgreve has done 
ſucceſsfully (TI wont ſay always juſtly) 
in Comedy; but I can by nomeans con- 
ſent to the great Reputation his Mourn- 
ing Bride has, becauſe I can paint to 
ſeveral Blots int unmention d by Caliyer. 
Cull. I can't tell whether it be civil to 
pry into the Merits of ſo | eſtabliſh'd an 
Author: Mr. C. is a Gentleman. of Wit 
and good Senſe, and Oy A 
but you're at your liberty. 

' (Crs, Well Gentlemen, as We find our 

ſel ves inclin'd, we le fall upon the Examen 

of that and ſome other of his Works; but 
at preſent lets dwell alien Mr. Pm. 
den. | 

Rab. Why ſure 5 thorvenatia word 

to be faid againſt Dryden: I thought 
every thing he did was unexceptionable. 
Cri. — no means: D. had his inter- 
voals as well as other Men, and we need 
not go far to find em; but he himfelf 
has fav'd us ſome trouble; for leſt others 
ſhoud find out his Faults, he often ac 
cules himſelf * Way of anticipation. z . 
tis 


| 1 | 
tis a famous one, that of a Faminein 


Cleomenes; of which, if another Poet had 
been guilty, we ſhou'd have heard ont 


in his next long Preface, with particular 
Marks of Diſgrace. I may ſay of this 
Gentleman, as a certain Author ſaid of 


him on another occaſion; ſome of his 
Plays are like the Actreſſes on the Stage, 


they charm all the Town by. Candle- 


light, but bring em to Day- light and 
they loſe: half their luſtre: He, like his 
laſt Religion, was intrenchd behind a 
Mud - wall of Infallibility, and twas al- 
moſt Prophaneneſs to Arraign him: His 
e e and Tragedies are of ſuch a 


different Strain, you'd ſwear. the Boys 


and Girls were not of one Man's be. 
getting; or to ſay the truth, there was 
10 little of the Father in em, no won- 
ers they were ſo unlike. . 
Ramb, What d'ee mean by that? 
Cri. I mean he had ſo much of his 
Plays from other Authors, that they can 
hardly be call'd his: He ſtole more than 


he made, and if every Bird wou'd take 


his own Feather from him, n d leave 
| him ſtript almoſt naked. 

Ramb. I believe he has not I 4 
a Thought from any other Author, but 
he has mended it. Ple grant you he 
Luk a notorious Plagiary, and what's 
I? worle, 


f . \ 
* F 
- . . . 2 4 een : al 2 . , a. db 1 £ * 1 — 88 "We ET 2 

z — In es — 2 . y . . , - — >} 1.754 

: yy 5 1 4 es 2900 k — n 

— — * 
G —— 1 — 4 8 12 ay v% 2 2 

4 * 
* * 2 2 * . — — . 
CIR — . r , 
* ; - __ 


5 — <g: — — — a 


— oy - 4 * ” _ . FR 
5 We Get, 
* . „ . 
* 


> . 4 = . C 
— — —— WES ͥ́ꝙ end. — — x 


— a 
FA 


wars mo 4 4 
= l , 
— —— Z— üñ— CET — — 


** er Io . ——ͤ — ö A2 —— 
1 „ 
—— 


a Wes the 
0, 2 wa tan. hr. LE 2 
* - + 


ue: * = 
„ee 


1 
* 


—ͤ—— n 7]«¶ͤl , pn re 


* 5 oo” — 
- MM ary „„ wa 
- * b 
: * 63 wy 


. 
wed — — — —_- + po» — 1 * 


6 1 


worſe, he Sino contemns thoſe from 
whom he takes: But you cant name me 
one of his Thefts, but I can ſhew you 


that very place worſe in his Author than 


in him: His Tranſlations are always bet- 


ter. than the Originals; and above all, 


I preter his [Tranſlation of the firſt Book 


of Ovid's Metamorphoſis. SY HE 
Crit. Arid in that very Book in many 


places he falls ſo ſhort of Ovid, that one 
hardly knows dem to be a kin; read the 
deſcription of the Giants War, and Ju- 
piter's Speech to the Gods, and com- 


pare: the Tranſlation with the Original ; 
ſee if the Straxerit inf dias, &c. be well 
Engliſh'd. 


Sul, I know: the place, and will not 


diſpute it: Ovid is very Poetical in that 
deſcription, Dryden is too conciſe; Ovid 


is lofty, Dryden low; the Majeſty of the 
Thunderer is apparently worſe in the 


' Engliſh than in the Latin: But D. is not 


every where ſo flat; read him in the for. 


mation of the Elements: There the Enzliſh 


is beyond all compariſon more excellent, a 
and in general bat ing here and there 4 
Line, D. walks ſide by ſide with his Au- 


| thier} rather than follows him. 


Crit. His Poems I take to be the beſt;ei: „ 
ther tranſlated or his own : I prefer em to 
his Dramatick pieces as much as I prefer 


> © — 6g. ens, pau „rs Doo longs fat io. 


MS Oath fiend hand a 
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Poems are indeed extraordinary ; his Mac 
Flekxo is the Standard of Wit, as his A6/. 


and Achit. is the Standard of Metre and 


muſical Numbers: His Tragedies have 
been the Entertainment of the Court and 
Town above twenty Lears: He often 
hits the Sublime, which (as he ſays) is 


one of the two chief ends of Tragedy; 


but I don't remember that he has toucht 
the pathetick above twice or thrice in all, 
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his Tragedies to his Comedies: ſome of his 


and then not very naturally neither; you 


have heard this often ſaid by others I 
don't doubt, ſo I need not point you to 


the re 


Sull. I know the places you mean; and 
tho the Compaſſion which he moves pro- 


ceeds from tlie change of Will (which 


with Axiſtotle you condemn) yet I ne- 


ver ſaw. thoſe Plays but they had the 
effect he deſir'd upon the Audience. 
Crit. As for his Comedies 
of em are intirely Copies: There's hard- 


ly a Scene in his Love in 4 Nannery, which 
he has not taken (at leaſt the hints) from 


other Authors; I'm no lover of Quotati- 


ons, or elſe *twere eaſie to ſhe you that 


ſome. 


all the Characters are old. His Limber- 


ham, as it was writ in a licentious Reign, 
ſo tis to that cauſe its ſucceſs was owing. 
If that Comedy were now to be ha 
N = the 
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the Women wou'd ſicken; nay, the 5 
young Fellows wou'd hold their Noſes - 
at it. Marriage Alamode has a ſpritely 
Dialogue, but Palamede and Rhodophil 'F 
are not Genuine, much leſs the ſerious 
part, which is a Copy of the two Lo- 
vers in Grand Cyrus: Doraltce is writ 
with a brisk Court Air, but the Child 
was not his: His Rival Ladies is a con- 
fuſion of Intrigue and Incidents, ſo ge- 
nerally obſcure, that there's no poſſibili- 
ty of keeping the Ladies company with 
our underftanding : I like the Story bet - 
ter (I muſt needs ſay) in the Voxel from, 
_ whence he took it: Secret Love or the 
maiden Queen, is like an Army in the 
Field, and a Mountebank's Stage with- 
in the Camp; War and Merriment, | 
blended together ; the Sword' of Death 
and Harlequiz's wooden Sword, the King 
and the Cobler, and as improbable as if 
. a Tempeſt ſhou'd ruffle the Surface of the, 
Sea, and leave it in a perfect Calm an 
TT 
Ramb. That exception may be made as 
well againſt all Tragi- Comedies as this. 
Crit. The Exception is juſt let it fall 
where it will, and tho' the Authors of. 
this kind of Drama pretend they do't for 
the eaſe of the Audience who love varie - 
ty; yet pleaſing them can no more de- 
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termine a Play to be good, than a log “ 
waſted Coat proves a Man a good Tay- 1 
lor, who makes it but to agree with fle. 
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extravagance of the Mode. 
Ramb. But look you, Sir-— ſuppoſè 149 
your Taylor os you home a Suit of I 
- Cloths, you are. in a very quarreffome 1H 
Humour, ſwear the Skirts are too full, 111 
the Sleeves too long; the Taylor ſwears by . 
his Thimble—— Sir — this Suit is made 
by the nicety of Rule, it correſponds 
with the Faſhion to a Button, and if any 
thing in the World can fit better to your 
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Body, III ſwaom my, Needle: The | 
Coat is put on, and it becomes you as | 44 
| 
| 


well as. your own pretty Complexion : 
if you find it anſwers theſe ends, what 


Have Ma. farther to enquire? = 
Or here's a_ Fellow brings you. 


Fal fi 
home a flaming full bottom'd Wig, it 
curls down your Back like a Vine down || 
the fide of a Houſe; you being a little 1 
Cinical, and ſomething near a Citizen to 
any thing that's faſhionable, cry, Sir, I 
tell you tis too big by half; I ſhall look 
like the King's Head peeping out of the 
Royal-Oak; Pll ba' none on't=— the 
Fellow. modeſtly tells you, he makes it 
direQtly to the Mode, and ſwears he 
Has adjulted it to a Hart. 
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71 5 
. Theſe are trifles, Gentlemen, 
aud only prove that a merry Tragedy 
| (which indeed is a Soleciſm in Poetry as 
Well as in Speech) may paſs on the Stage, 
95 becauſe our vicious Appetite is ever Wa- 
vering ; it proves us i dag: 6 but makes 
nothing for the purpoſe : But to return 
to Mr. Dryden his Sir Martin Marrall 
is both Plot and Language, taken from < 
two French Poets, and all the Incidents | 76 
from others. His Spaniſh Fryar is not a a 
greater Inſtance of his inſtability in Re- 4 
ligion than tis of his Theft; the Comi. 
. cal part being founded on the old No. 
ee of the Pilgrim. His Tempeſt is intire- 
M ly Shakeſpears and Sir William Davenas's, 
a - his Mild Galant not worth talking 
0 
"Rant, This is in dealing Mr. cri. 
rick; but what ſay you to his Tragedies ? 
Crit. I allow. d at firſt that his Trage · 
dies were better; tliey ſhew his Genius. 
more turn'd to Heroick; but when I fay- 
better, I mean by the. Language and 
Numbers; for in theſe his Thefts are in- 
numerable as in the other; ; I'll not trou-. 
ble my ſelf to repeat em, they're well 
| known to all who have read the French 
or Roman Poets, and let his works reſt 
in Peace with his Aſhes. De Mortuis, &c. 


you know, but I ſhall never ee 
| 0 


77659 


Gboſt 2 again; but this one thing T muſt 
ay, cha while he was living he wou'd 
hardly allow that any Poet did. toletably 


hut himſelf; he had the Spirit of Envy 


hid within him, and it had been better 
with ſome young Writers if he had been 5 


in Peace ſome Yeafs ago. 
 Ramb. How” 8 that? 3 


N pole, becauſe as Kine f Ts hue was a 


trick of his to ſu ppreſs Mr. Creechis gr o W. 
ing 1 fo tor ought. 7 Si 

it may 

bur this T khow, t at he has publickly 
Pane 8 one Author with the 07d, 
- Batchelor, another with the Relapſe, and 


Mr: Somthern very frequently and on all, 


occaſions; and yet IJ have ſeen” him bite 


his Nails for Vexation thar they came ſo 


near him. 2 

Cris. To of thoſe thres you've natn a 
Have oblig'd us with better, Comedies, 
than any of his; and tho' Mr. Congreve's 
Reputation ariſes from his firſt, third and 


fourth Play, yet I muſt needs ſay, that 
according to my taſte, lis ſecond is che 


belt he ever writ, 


their en A to ſuppreſs dens; 7 . 
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3 If you mean the double L Dealer, 
8 you go againſt the Opinion, of all tte 
= r 
14 . Icant help that; Til follow my 


and if I differ from the Voice of the 
for my Sincerity: But you're miſtaken, 


Tome good Judges were of another; 
but without being byaſs'd or prejudicd, 
I do take the Double Dealer to be among 

the moſt correct and regular Comedies: 


Alhauſual Labour to dot; but as he ſays, 


the Town is to be treated at a cheaper 
rate: But with all Mr. Cangreves Me- 
rit, I don't take his Characters to be al- 


ſome are out of probability, one in his 
Ola Batchelor, and ſeveral in Lo 
Love obfolete. - ny 
_ - Sull. We ſhall be glad Vent canvince 
us of that; for as yet I have not heard 
that objected. 
Crit. Whenever you Baſs Geatle- 
men. | 
| Ramb. Why not now? 


own Judgment as far as it will carry me, 
crowd, I ſhall value my ſelf the more 


all the Town was not of that Opinion; 


Mr C. intended it ſo, and it icoſt him 
he has been at 2 needleſs Expence, and 


ways natural; even in- the Doable Dealer 
a 77 ; 


do 


cn it. | 
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> 8 [61]. * 
Cr. My kite HAT ien an Ap- 
ointment at Four in a Ladies Chamber ; * 
nd I love to be dan uelf in ſuch a Cafe. 
5% Niehues s youfl carry but little 

80 god Humour with you to the Lady; 

this dileourſe has put you into a kind of 


ferment. + | 
Crit. Then I go and work it off 
2 ; at fix TY met I at Lincolns- 


u. feld: Pla . Hou [Ip 
: "Sell, What Play rr | 
| Rant. The way of the W, 244 with the f 
new wonder Madam D Sabligny. of 
Crit. There's another Toy now 
Gad there not à Year but ſome. ſur- 
prizing Moeaſter lands: I wonder they 
don't firſt ſhow her at Fleet- bridge with 
an old Drum and a crackt Trumpet 
- walk in and take your Places—— juſt 
going to Dow th ſuch a Stratagem, 
7 and a Monkey or two throwp into the 
7 a bargain, Mr. B. 5 10 double his Stake, 
5 and come off Pretty inug wich his French 
| 8 Adventure.” | 
 Ramb. Let's meet there; methinks' 1 
long to be ogling Madam Feet. 
_ . Sull, No, Im not for meeting there; 
the Geweroue Con nqueror is acted at other 
Houſe, and leſt it ſhould neyer be adt- ns 
ed. — let 5 go lee it to NIR. 22 


. | F 4 C. 


-£ 65 17 „„ 
Crit. With all my Heart: I Kno the 
Author, and becauſe that Tragedy has 
made ſome noiſe, and has many parti- 
cularities, if you pleaſe, well take it 
Scene by Scene, a 
Ramb. When ſhall we meet again? 
Crit. To Morrow at T wo, and wen 
Dine together. 
Sull. At the Blew Poſts then 
Ramb. Agreed, agreed here Draw. 
5 er— take FP ene, Nx. 5 
TASTE „ xe. 
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=— 0 it. | TERE Waiter, | s the Co- 

BY | pany come? 

= | Warr. Sir, they left Word 132 wou Md 
5 1 for you in the Tennis · Court. 


Cri. Inquire how long it n be be- 
fore Dinner. _ 
Wait. The Cook tel me will be 
half an Hou. 
Crit. Go into the Gallery, yer tell em 
Jam here, and that I deſire they ll pledge 
me half a Fiat of yy tO. he N 


Health. 4 


War: Sir, ger are Beet 


Ramb. Soker, T have won my ay Was * 


did not 1 fay Critict Was a Man of his 
Word? e es 5 
Crit. Oh! I keep my Word as a 


117 as ere a Citizen of em all; I never 


break my Promiſe 
Full. But to your Creditors,” | 


Ranb. Nay, if this promiſe had been 
made to a Creditor, * I wou'd not have 


taken Ten to One for his appearance; 


but to an appointment of this kind, tis 7 
Ten to One he's as punctual as the Hour. 7 


Crit. Notwithſtanding your raillery, 


Mr. Ramble, this appointment was made 


to a Creditor, and the moſt 1 impottunats 
Dun 1 have.” 


Ramb. Thou | meanſt thy stomach, 3 


ITI be hang d. 
Crit. Vou are in the right on't; I'm as 


certainly hungry when the Clock ſtrikes - 
Two, as any Cheap-fide Shopkeeper that 
wears out his Shoes and the Shop- boards 
with impatience to hear Twelve tolbd by 
Bow-Bell : I have touch'd neither Plate 


nor Glaſs fince I ſaw- you, therefore let 
me tell you I had much ado to preyait 
with 77 Ston ach for Crone yy mer 


*% 


you. n Y bs 7 ; 
Rank. Come, thou malt now pay nr 
the whole Debt; ; in the mean time we'll 


F I. 15 bribe | 
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pride him Os A Glaſs for PIE. . £0 


Su#; 'T-hate your Whets before Dinner, 


: tis the pretence of a Sot, and is as ua 


neceſſary to a good Stomach, as now- a- 
Days a Gentleman Uſher to hand a La- 
dy to her Drawing-room ; tis antici- 
pating the Pleaſure I may joy with 


my Miſtreſs, by quenching my Appetite 


With a Woman of the Town: . 


Ramb. Tis rather like a Kiſs from your 
Miſtreſs, to prepare yon jor s greater Plea- 


5 ure: Shall we go up? 
Crit. You comẽ from the Court, who 


7 


is playing 


111 
Rab. Two Geatlemen againſt two 


Markers for five Pieces a Head. 
Cri. Who backs the Markers: 12 
Ramb. Lord Iriſh, and Col. Haſty,. and 

the Gentlemen are like to 25 Wen we 

lee the Set out? 


Crit. Tis over; x * the 1 55 


thrown down; the Ger lemen. have beat 
dem. 


© Sul. Lam, glad on- t, and 85 will beat 5 


em in ſuch Matches: I wou'd as ſoon make 

a Bett on Fuller's {ide againſt the Parlia- 
ment, as b backtheſe Markers ; the — — 
will either be brib' d to play 24 Er 


or are ſo RON: N cant maintain 


their BBY 40s ak yods. 4x: 92 Mar KK 
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| 1505 - 
0537 aki have you order'd? 
1+ Mano A Brace of Carp ſtew'd, a piece 

el Lamb, and a Sallet; d'ec bke it? 
Crit. I like any thing in the World 


that will indure Cutting: Prithee Mr. 
3 haſte or expect I ſhall Storm 


Kitchin. 


e Why tlion? tas "hey as if 
hols hadft' been keepin vg Garriſon in 


Mantae: 'T dont know whether Fleſh 
and Blood is ſafe in thy Company. 


Ci. I wiſh with all 771 Heart thou 
t 


wert there, that thou miglitſt underſtand 


what it is to faſt as I have done: Come, 


to our Places... the bleſſed Hour is come... 


Sit, fit... fall too, Graces are out of Fa- 


ſhion. 
Ramb. I wiſh che Charming Madam 


Subligny were here. 


Crit. Gad ſo don't 1: vc had rather 


her Feet were pegg d down to the Stage; 
at preſent, my Appetite ſtands another 
way: Waiter, ſome Wine... orl ſhall 
choak.....” 52 


Saull. This Fellow: eats 35 Oftrich, 


the Bones of theſe x 9255 Fiſh are no more 


to him than the Bones of an Anchovy ; 
they melt upon his Tongue like mar- 
ron, Puddings. 1 


Cxit. Ay, you may bes but I'm ſure 


'F kind em not {0 gentle; Here's one yet 
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45 wou'd ha? been 


Te 
—. 


Jemme) s Engliſh Surloin, in whoſe gen- 
tile Fleſh a; Man may plunge 3 Caſe- 
Enifs tothe. tip of the Handle. and then 
draw out a Slice will ſurfeit half a Score 
Veomen of the Guard. Some Wine xe 
Dog., there.. new I Have ſlain the 


3 


— $ 3 
68 * 


pres 


ä what Was it you askt me? 


Ramb. Won't you ſtay the Deſert? 
Some Tarts and Cheeſe ? 


Cri. Iabominate Tarts and Cheeſe, 
hey? re like a faint After-kiſs, when a4 
they is ſated with better 8 Sport; there's 


no more Nouriſhment in em, than in 


the paring of an Apple. | Here Waiter, | 


take aA Way.. 
- Ramb. Then remove every Thing but 


the Tablecloth. I askt you how you 


lik'd the Play laſt Night? 


Cri. That Queſtion: is not ſo ſoon re- 


folv'd. as you imagine; if I muſt give 
you my Judgment, I muſt do it upon 


due Conſideration; there goes more to 


the anſwering that Queſtion, than barely 
AY or No. 


a y * 


Ramb. But upon the Whole, you an; 
tell me whether you lik'd it or -diflik'd 
it; that declaration will colt vou but 


an Ay, or No. 


Cri. Pray in the firſt 1 what is 


your Own Opinion of it?” wits 
pee Tranady-., 8 


Giant; and now to. your Queſtion....? | ; 
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as Meduſa's : Wou'd you tell a Comtier 
of great Figure, that hisAnceftors'were 
Inn-keepers, that as he now keeps "fix 
Footmen in Livery, ſb his Father kept 
twice o many. Horſes... at ar iy? > 

| youy- 


8 C74 1 
| cond I tegarded it with more Atten- 


tion; but ſetting: one thing againſt ano- 
ther, I muſt ä one. think 


"I © i ws e 


it an ill one. | 

Cri. Well, and for my 8 1 
don't think it the very worſt I have ſeen, 
ſo I muſt needs confeſs, I have ſcen'ma- 


ny better; if you wont take it ill that 


F ſo far conttadict your Opinions; I muſt 
likewiſe ſay, that for the Faults 1 hall 
diſcover t ye by and by, 1 have not ſten 
many worſe. 1 Sil 
Ramb. Nay, Faith, as for our taking 
it ill, tis not a Farthing matter; but if 


the Author knew your Zentimenes, 1 
8 believe he would | hard! 


"thankyou. 
Crit. I wiſh the Author very well; 


- wits every Gentleman who' writes for 
his own as well as the Town's Diver- 


ſion; but I hope tis no in injury veto the 


: Author to ſpeak truth of Him. 


Sell. Thar is as it happens; ſome truths 
are not of a nature to be talk'd of; *tis 


ill manners to tell a Lady'ſuch and lach 


a thing is amiſs in her Face, tho p 
her Face and all about it is as fri 


h 
aud you tell a fine Canal | 


all * Town admires, at: there's: a 
: Deformity in one of his Legs, his Five 
or his Eyes? thoſe may be [Truths every 
one of em, but *twou 1d be an ill Com- 
plement to jet the World know it. 
Crit. It wou'd ſtill be Truth, tho? all 
the World dillike it: And When 4 
| _ is put to me, wherein I muſt 
either give offence by ſpeaking ooo 
or pleaſe by telling a Lie, Faith m 
ſuch a Clown, that I had rather — 
Complaiſance than diſſemble wich a 
body. 
8 * Thou haſt not hag thy: Educas 
tion at Court I find; nor among the 
— Quality, either Men or Women. 
Full. P'le be ſworn for him in that 
particular; his Converſation has been 
more with the Dead than the Living; 
for the Vert ue he talks of, is no. where 
to be found but in Hiſtory. EE 
Crit. Well Gentlemen, ſetting this: 2» 
ade; what is t you require of me? 
Ramb. Lord, you Criticks love to be 
1 to give your Opinions, as Sing- 
ers love to be askt to ſing: I know thee 
do well, thou would 'ſt not for a hundred 
Pound: but lay ſomething of this Play. 
Sul. A Play with Errors in it is the 
wen ance af; a” Critick; he takes Livery 
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for the Book, arid read itlovers. 


have a worſe Voice than a ariih. Clerk 
and. I _— twa dancing Ma ters at thi 


and Sciſin, and rifles * the unfortunate - 
Author like a Vice Admiral of the Coat. 
that falls foul on all W recks that float 


into his Dominion. 
Crit. Good merry Gentlemen: Jon” t be 


o critical on the Critick; I deſire the 


Character no more than you deſire to 
be call'd Slovens:: IowWn I love to find 


a Fault where it's very notorious, and 


| love to ſhew it when I ha done. 


Raub. That latter Clauſe is fair; and 
do you pretend to ſhew us Faults in 
this Tragedy / 

Crit. I do; and you ſhall ker if what 
J object is not very reaſonable; 9 5 8 ſend _- 

Ramb. Here Waiter ſend to TY 
Bookſellers in Pell-mell for the Generous 
Conqueror, and make haſtes-- | _ a 

you know the Author : Crzrich. 

Crit. By ſight I do, but no further; z 
he sa Gentleman of go Extraction, 


and for ought 1 know, of good. Senſe. 


Ramb. Surely that's not to be queſti- 
on'd; I take it for granted, that a Man 
that can write a Plays muſt: be a Man 


of good Senſe. e e 844 4 12012 4 


Crit. That is not always a conſequence; - 
15 have known” many a ſinging Matter 


* 


time, 


* | 


time, that are directly Cripples: A 
Watch maker may have an exquiſite 


Hand in making and putting together 
the ſeveral Parts of a Watch, and yet 


know nothing of the Aſcention and De- 
clenſion of the Sun, which is the beſt 
part of his Trade: A Ship - builder may 


fit upa Manof V Var for the Veſt- Indies, 
and perhaps not know his Compaſs: Or 
a great Traveller, with Heyl/iz, that 


writ the Geography of the whole World, 
may, like him, not know the way 


from the next Village to his own Houle. 
© ';Ramb. Your: Compariſons are remote 


Crit. Not ſo remote as ſome fucceſs- 


ful Authors are from good ſenſe: VVit 
and Senſe are no more the ſame than 
VVit and Humour; nay there is even 
in VVit an uncertain Mode, a variable 
Faſhion, that is as unſtable as the Fa- 
ion of our Cloaths: This may be 


prov'd hy their VVorks who writ a hun- 


dred Years ago, compar'd with ſome 


of the modern; Sir Philip Sidney, Don, 
Ovverbum, nay: Ben himſelf took ſingular 
delight in playing with their V Vords : Sir 
Philip is every where in his Arcadia 

jingling, which certainly, by the example 


of ſo great a Man, proves that ſort. of 


VVit then in Faſhion; now that kind 


EX of 
= * p 
% 


: 3 for ordinary Converſe; ſothat 


of dem; the Old Batchelor is rank. 


bf Wit is call'd Pann "op Quibbling; 
and is become too low for the Stage, 


we find a Man wo ſtill loves that 


old faſhion'd Cuſtom, | We make him 


remar ka ble, as WhO is: more remarkable 


than Capt. Swan. 


Namb. Na r aibble does: watt | 
now a Pays, 5 =. belt Comedies taſt 


Crit. But tis every Da ay Tae 
e 


1 Queen Berty's Ruff and Fardi 


are not more expladed : But SeaſeGen. 
tlemen, is and will de the fame to the 
World's es -: 
Sall. And Nonſenſe is tone, for 
England never had ſucha Stock and ſuch 


Variety. | 


RE vet Thi he Ale Poets e 


flouriſh din the laſt Reign but two, com- 


plain of the ſame Calamity, and before 


that Reign, the thing was the ſame : 
All Ages have produc d Murmurers; 
and in the beſt off times you ſhall hear 
the Trades man cry. Alas Neighbour ! 
fd Times, very hard Times — not a 
7 dowd of —_— ftirring--- | Trade is 


uite dead nothing but War 
ar and Taxes--- when to my Kknow- 


_ ſeage, the gluttonous Rogue ſhall drink” 


his two Bottles at — aud his Wife 
have 
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5 iu 1851 
| have: half à Scere rich Suits, | a purſe 
of Gold for the Gallant,” and fifty Pounds 
Worth of Gold andSilver Laeeon Kern un. | 
| der = wp + _ 2 ma ky 11 
| Nay certainly, this t Ra 
now peaks Of i a great iv thoſe 
hypocrith al Rogues are always grumb- 
| - and. the” our Nation never Had 
duch a Trade, or ſo much Money, yet 
*tis all too little for their voracious 93 5 | 
petites: As Ihve— ſays he, I can't af 
ford this Silk one Penny cheaper 
dee mind the Rogues Equivocation? as 
: I live that is, he lives like a Gentle- 
is let him ſive like a Tradefman 
and be od; Jer Him wear 2 Frock, | 
| and his Wife 2'blew #pron. „ 
Rub. See, che Book s here 3 8⁰ Wair- 
er and ſhut the Door. „ 
Cree. Give it me, let me point you to 
the places! 1 mean. Qome, well rake it ir 
Ser very firſt Line 
(LY EL 1TH TART , 
. Euamen 1. The Generou Con. g 
uy Lee, 5 
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: tis dedictred: to my I. ; Norms 
| paws gd the Author (that he. ma ay be 5 

Poefore hand ein Be Preconty tells him 

that ſome Lines int had the misfortune 

to be miſinterpreted by the W 
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à turn which he proteſts never was in 
his view; what d'ce think he Od 


particular in A. TE . 1 #, 


Crit. Twas underſtood by the. mo- 
Gerate part of the Audience to be high- \ 


ly Factious; ſome. Sentences are, unhap- 
pily writ that way, as I hall ſhew yo 
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15 fs lays they perverted the genuine mean. 
ing of his Words, and give his Fable 


7 wo] This 1 know: of that Play, chat 
F great number of ſtrange Faces came 
to it the firſt: Day, ; which I then took 
to be a ſign | that livre Was fomerhing 


towards the latter end; but how far the 


Author's Character contributed to this 
cenſure I can't tell, but, in the Dedica- 


tion he ſeems apprehenſive that the 


Town knew him, and ſays. he wou'd 


have conceal'd. his Name if he had fore- 


ſeen what happen d. After this, accord- 
ing to the new way of dedication, he 
complements his Patron with ſaying he 


wont Complement him, but afterwards 
does it to the Life, by pretending he won't 


ſay a Word in his Lordſbip's behalf, and, 

yet ſays all the World has prevented 
| him in his 820 Y d 
| Lord bus his due 
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_ © Crie, Lam not arraigning him for his 
good Opinion of that noble Perſon ; but 
\ the matter I point to, is to ſliow you, 
that he pretends to ſhun every thing that 
looks like Flattery, and yet in few Words 
any the groſſeſt things he cou'd ha thought 
fe” OP. en "Re ORR ene 


__.Sall. Has he not two Copies of Verſes 


bet be Peet inn ho, E 
Cri. Yes, a ſigd his Cauſe Wanted ſup. 
port. Thoſe Perſons ſeem to be Friends 
to him and to the Faction, but their flat. 
tery is fulſome and unjuſt. The firſt 
ſays . 1f anity of Adtian, Time and 
Place and aſterwards #f numbers 
do ſo and ſo then thou art the Man; 
which by the way, I wou'd have yau 
take notice of, becauſe it will appear in 
the reading, it has neither Unity nor 
J EE. 8 
The next Copy (which undet the roſe 
I take, by the M. P. to be Mary Pix) 
ſays what is yet ſtranger ; III read the 


Verſes, 981 . | 1 | 
Thy | firſt E 1 1 has entertain'd us more 
Than all the Muſes fiuiſb d Toils before. 


however it comes to pals, the Verſes are 
ſmoother than hers commonly are; her 
Muſe was wont to hobble like a young 
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ard running: 
this Play, is very hard upon all the reſt; 

that this ſhou'd be the only good one 
that ever was, when II be hang'd if 


upon the compariſon ſhe'll allow her 
own darling bawdy Ibrahim to ſubmit 
to it. | 
S—aͤull. Mr. Critich, is this Mir. E. Higgon's 
firſt Eſſay in Poetry. PE : 


Crit. His firſt in the Drama, bur not 


in Poetry - Thaye read a ſhort Poem of 
bis on a Lady that was detain'd in Town 
ty a ſhower of Rain, where in a Tant he 
lays, he rejoyces at the cauſe that de- 
tains her, and if a Shower had ſuch - 


power over her, he would drown the World © 


7 keep her here for ever; That, T'think, . 
is extraordinary; if the World were 
drown'd, Lord ha' mercy on him and 
the Lady too: The Poem is in Drydens 


firſt Volume of Miſcellanies. 


Ramb. He had juſt read Ovid's. Deaca- 
3 How and Pyrrha, and was in hopes they 


wo might mora alize Fhat Fable over 5 N 


Negro Wench, that had juſt Da” to = 
wear Shoes. and Stockins ; fone of her 
Verſes are worſe than Proſe, ſhe" knows! 
not what Scanning means, nor did ſhe' 
ever uſe her Ear to judge of theirawk- 
But what ſhe affirms of 
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Granville, and is finely writ: But to en. 


ter on his Play And the very firſt | 


Mord in't offends me, Compreſs thy Sighs-- 
if he had not a ſtrong affection for unuſu- 
al Word, he wou'd ha' ſaid, fifle or ſp: 
preff thy Sighs—— either of theſe had 
been more natural, and every whit as 
ſignificant, but he writes it Compreſs, 
becauſe *tis pretty new and ſinguler. 


 Ramb, Come, come, Mr. Critict, you 


mult not be too ſevere on Words; they're 
trifles, let's regard the Senſe and Defign 
and Lam afraid you'll want par1on for 
What you ſhall ſay even on that Head 
'Iknow thee. very well. 
Crit. With your good leave, Sir, 4 
Poet ovght to be careful in his Words, 
as well as in his Thoughts: The Langu- 
age of a Play, Aa, of Tragedy, is 
the firſt thing that ors it {elt to the 
Ears of the Audience; I own the Senſe, 
Deſign, Turns and Surprizes, that is, 
what you call the Oecovomy of a Play, 


to be the more illuſtrious. part; but all 


theſe. without a flowing hanſome Stile 


loſe their Force, and rather ſhock than _ 
pleaſe; 'tis. as if a Houſe ſhou'd be built 


according to the. niceft Rules of Art, 
and the Artificer ſhou'd leave the Front 
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ragged and deform'd. But. to proceed 
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| Joe bees” in the 9990 4 Pages we Kay 
"touch of his Numbers fo celebrated | 5 
his Friend; pray count this Verſe— 
That interfere betwixt you aud Heppinef, 
if that be true Proſodia T ha? done. 
Ramb. That may be the Printers fault 
and not his; perhaps he writ it riet, 
and then the Verſe had been ſmooth. _ 
if Crit. To give him his due, I belteve 
= the Printer has wrong'd him in many 
Wl -- 5 roi but we may ealily diſtinguiſh be- 
1 tween him and the Printer: Here Page 
4, he ſalutes the Courtiers with the gen- 
tileſt how- dee certainly that ever Was: 
I muſt repeat it, Gonſalvo ſays it, who, 
vou muſt know is one of the brighteſt 
Characters he has, Gonſ. Thou preacheſt, 
Roderick, but Im ſurpriz'd to hear 4 
* Courtier talk of Heaven, who all are A- 
theifts by profeſſi on; Did you ever hear 
the like? This is a hummer i faith, and 
the Court i iͤ much hw be to him 0 -mF 
word. by 
Full. Oh fel thr was too oroſs i in all 
conſcience ;.. the Boxes had certainly a 
very fine time on't, to hear themſe Ives 
o lampoon'd; ſurely he has receiv d 
ſome vnpardonable Slight | fronr the 
Aur,” p 
Crit. Nay, x: can't tell char, Pur T 


dare fear ah that piece of Wit 
SS wou d 


& * $7 8 
— 


„„ on 
wou d have been clap'd : *tis evident he 
has a deviliſh'mad Tooth for the Court; 
how it comes to paſs I know not, but I 
_ perceive it was not without good reaſon 
that his Play was cenfur'd. Well, 4 
lons —— the Battle that was expected is 
now fought, and a Meſſenger from the 
victorious Camp arrives with the good 
News; the Man's name is Taucred, he 
Preſents himſelf before the King, and 
delivers his Majeſty a ſhort account by 
word of Mouth, and then gives him Ro- 
domond's Letter; but pray, Gentlemen, 
mind the ſublimity of the deſeription; 
tis as inſipid as any you ſhall hear a- 
bout two Combatants in the Ring in 
Lincolus- Inu- fields. King reads. 


This morning we attach d the Enem 7 5 

Is their Trenches, and after © a diſpute © 
/ four Hours, entirely routed em. 

Tue particulars leave to Tancred, 
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There's the Foetical deſcription of a 
Battle, there's a Tow'r of Thought and 
Phraſe — Well, this lofty Letter ſwells 


the King: he's big with rapture, ' and 
the ſwelling. Mountain was to burſt at 
laſt; and now it rends with mighty 
noiſe, and out comes the little Birth, 
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K. Here Taacred,. wear 1 5 Jewel 
(for my ſake, 


„ Rae ff retire fo. 2955 thy weary 1 


And then * Hear the Tale, 


The King was in no haſte. it ſeems, be 


conſider the poor Fellows fatigue more 
than the Glory of his o.]n Arms any 
time wou'd ſerve. for that Story, that! 1 
after Tancred, had been at the Barber's, 


got his Hands and Face clean d, and his 
Joints. rub'd with Hungary Water... 58 
Ramb. Fie, fie, Critict, and yet I 
mult laugh at thy damn'd Conceit,. ha! 
hal ha! 


Crit. This being over, the old * 8 


bard was inquiſitive to know how his 
Son behav'd himſelf; Oh very well, quo 


Tancred, and the. Prinke. and your Boy 
Will be here to Night. N ſays the 


King, we'll make a merry Night on 
then, i'faith we e "us Wore are 


thele——. - | 


K. The . * 2 fn mourns 70 49 
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1 refs was à frivolous 
Thought. T y$19 14d ee 506 
* A *1 „ Shs 
Ramb. I don't perceive that ſo much 


, 


_ amiſs; tis low but tis natural. 


Crit. Tis low, therefore tis unnatu- 


ral in Tragedy; can any thing be fo 


flat? can any thing in the World be fo | 


OTI 


 fickly, as the Complexion” of that Let. 
ter? Deſcription ought” to be the chief 


care of every Poet; it admits of many 


ine Images. Shateſpear wou'd not ha 


told his Story at that rate; his relation 


of Battles and Triumphs are his Maſter 


pieces, and tis the beſt occaſion à Poet 


3 


ug 


can have to diſplay himſelf. 
Sull. But ſuppoſe the Author knows 


this às well as you; and refuſes the occa- 


fion you” fo commend, only uſing it to 
give the King « ſummary account of his 
Victory,” becauſe his "Victory was to 
make tin mote agceptable ät his re- 
159913: 119-1 i 
” Crit.” The Victory was to be his be- 
Battle was fouglit, that's cer- 
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a Poet ma y*give it to whom he 


hy cor'd-not the relarion of 
ha' been a little more te, 


that Vi tor)! 2 
more Soldierly ? it ſhou'd ha been pur 


iind Metre al heat 40d lb hat e. 
tied à Face of greatneſs, ſomething of 
| the Hero that ſent it; that you muſt not 


$4 deny; 


ber's Prentice that can't curę a broken 
Sbia wou'd ha aid) better. ved i 
Sull. The ee e e over: 

| ſeen th We; boots u wht; {62 og 
Crit. Wel, in Page 10 We ha — — 
Nerve again, and Ents 7 | x 
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—_ deny; but as it is, it is infaitely too 
lo. Well, but pray mind the old el. . 
wo lows Anſwer to T ancred. th wa 

. Sau. 0h how the noble Sr warms a” 
| What Story does be mean? not» whit: 
1 per paſs d between him and Tancred, and 
ap the Derips in it if the noble Story Lies in 

1 the Letter the next Line 15. Non 
1 ſenſe ; „ he ft peaks ft ſtil off the Story- —_— - 
"4 et X16 itt | K 123 VER 1 
. 5: comm. oh / erve. 172 13 ge er- 
1 Akin NE > rs 
1 T his 4 W 0 all og a LEM 
IN ble Nonſenſe; I thought old People had 
4 their Nerves, contracted and not 0 
5 ed; T always lockt upon Age as the 
75 cramp! that. ſtiffen d. their Limbs, not 
tt uppled 'em ; their Sinews ſhrink, their 
15 Jahnteg bend, they 700 o double, and how 
wn comes all this? Why. by Age; a Bar- 
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e 49 


ba . e ic ll on Hen, 
Aud every Fibre burns — | 1 


lite Thread, he ſhou'd bo added. 


Sall. What? now ehes in love . 


this is * of his Miſtreſs? 


Crit. Les, in the heat of his Glory and | 
Victory. Well, I'll read on — 


Sull. Hold, let me hear that again, : 
Crit. Rod. 1 
o Conqueſt thro the duſty Field; duſty and 


Field are as conftantly tack'd together as 
| hurld and World; they have ſworn 


: never. to part. 


Sal. That's what I wou rd ha/aid; * 
time to think of another Epithete now 1 
duſty has been worn to the Bone. 

and at the bottom of 25 | 


Crit. Ay, 
Page he has another fling" at the Mini- 
niſters of State: Well, Exit. King and 
Manent the three Conſpirators; . Wher 
pray mind the Sublime Poetry; Serpit 
bumi tutus e 6 A. ie 70 r 
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S. ul. What 4 Devirs char? n 
Crit. Nay, 1 don't know, I ſuppoſe 
he means opportunity or adyantage, or 
ſomething of that kind; tis a"barbarous 


Word; but let it go: Now for the Arch 
Rogue Maleþine, ne 
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There's a flight -h-miahey Lore 

mighty fine indeed: then comes the Arch 
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Sull. The Penning of the eight Liber 
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; the 1 os wy fend. 5 
And tie e ft thing Ae t ce 
bete, is the excellency of the Numbers; 


pra liſten, if in the reading they don't 


8 for Proſe, I don” t know. 4 54 Wan 
E of my Fingers, 1 Page 1 15. | 
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dan. You trop, m Lord, Pen Pre | 


oi * (and. 
| F ve underneath one R of been bred, . 
That habit firſt contracted ſuch a Fr tend, 
As knit by juſt degrees to Love, 
- To Lone, to  fuch anole; Tae LP 


Sau rooted. and 75 firm, A 
It cannot now. tranſplanted 4 nor conch 
Without deſtroying of 1 rhe Tree. . 
e, 441% 01 wort 
think you Sales ? d'yee mind 
oh Perle 2 15 Friend 1 hey had 
= aid Friendſbip, he had been pretty near 
the matter; and then follows —— Which 
by. by 505 , to Sas] and T8 4 no- 
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| 75210 V hat need he ſay 3 of 
155 Tree? I ſhou.d think ,e/troping the 

Tree had been Eng liſb without the In» 
terjection of. 

Crit. Oh you muſt allow: Expletives 

in Exgliſb as well as in Greek Poetry; 
that is, you muſt allow ſome unneceſſary 
Words to fill up a Verſe, no matter 
whether Senſe or no, nay indeed tho” | 
it make the Line nonſenſe; * the whole 
Speech is naught, and the Algo car- | 
ry'd on by the next Speaker is little be. | 
ter, But come, now for 4 Song, nay, 

its a heavenly Piece 1 aſſüre you: „ tis 
fuppogd. to be between a lewd. young 
Whoremaſter, and a Ba 1 W 15 

with the falling Sick ; | 
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W hen the firi# Maid had : vip ee 
She only taſted and grew 1 OF 


. a e * => 
2 8 3 F 1 RE: 2 
e S ES — <2 


* 1 S Na +,» 


. 


4 1 
r * 
5 5 

. 
1 
* * 

- * 4 1 
1 F „ 
* 0 q 
7 „ 
& . wy £ 
4 * 1 

« : 

* r o 
bs | « < LY 
"He 7 
3 
4 « * : 

+ I» 

+4 3 ; 

1 % 

” 3 1 

[ES 4 & $ 

= i i; 
FF 

„ Sn 

TE 7 

. j 

oa! 

11 

n 4 — 
_ . 
F. , 
5 | 7 
79 8 1 1 
+ 864 
7 8 
ESE 
TY . 
5E 5 
** 1 
1 f 
- RY 
\ 2 
[Pac i "3-3. 
8 8 
4 o 0 Betis 2 

* d 5 N 

3 3 1 td 
© x 
1, 4 Fa 2z 4 
F 
1 Ga 2 
1 DN 

* * 

FEFOBRSSN 

* 1 Re 
. 

r " 

$ Fey 

Fs — * bY 

"3 — *S 
D 
* 1 * 

e 1 

q ES "5 

. $ 
7 15 * 
+ "5 

* —4 

7 >.. © 

i oo 
2 $1.» 9 
n 

— 
* b "A 

$4 2 
© : 4 5 

FS þ f : 
is £ Bs 

Eig. 

1 J 

1 74 T. 

8 8 

# -ST 
7 + Tt 

N 
„ 

: * 

/ . 
1 38: 

* C F-- $ 
Pos ts if 

> i 
3X EE SE 
+8: Vx 3 
. 

4 14 

1 j 7 / 
"0 "IF 

* 4 ' & 
9 win 1h E 

> * 

E © © 31 

G 1% #Y 

p 7F- „ 
. 

4 5 
4 9% 9 
N 1 
1 N i 5 
4 2 * 

*% 7.6 4 
79 5 t 8 
. 1 

2 1 3 "3 

"1 ö * 

n 4 * 

a , 
ws 1 | 

. 

. os 
— IST. 

8 2 9 
4 LIN 1 > 
WES - - 4 
i 4 2 E : 

4 * 7 7 
| * 9 - 

. . x 'L 7 

£2 004+" 

5 5 . 
8 . 

1 
2 * 4 

r 

11 

2 #3 

2 1 

3 

[2 0 5 16 

- Ms * 

5 9 

EP | 1 

1 

ts | 

"Ik 
{2 A 
11 51 ; 
} 
\ > 


RT 
zen". 
e 


% 
4 


1 
* 


* 
: 'H 
« S 


. . 2 — a= 
—.— 
5 * 
* 
22 2 
=> — 


N o for the Wench 


W 4. 
De! 'Fla. Ty eld » my e, 7 pls „ 
bal to wor e e baer pin 
3 Since tis my deft iny 0 Fa of 4 n 1 


| DIY. teach to OY Wap TE}: 
| | e, 


. 
- 


p A 
TT. ILJ 
+ S 


„ N ? ! | by Ki. Ys 55 * 1 - £ 34K "YN eh We 1 
. 8 x ; « 
oJ « - * i 167 j - 
- 1 2 ; 
: 2 y 5 7 n 
8 Y 9 « * 0 7g 5 N ; 
i ”. . f g , 1 b. 7 5 
N 5 f : * 4 - x 
: l ? * $ J. 4 
: 11 . . . 0 1 5 & 4 
TOY ; : « * * N q 
, 8 ; 5 
UCL £ 4 2 bj MT ; 
. — ; . 4 4 b 
; Fg 1 , ” 6 : ” 
F * 1 4 
7 . 4 a+ X 2 5 3 7 2 8 "a 1 
e ? a ki 1 „ a . 4 
> 7 t 8 : * bs . 4 £ "i % 3.» 1 
0 4 f 7 - : & G1 1 1 : 
4 * > * 4 - 
by : > : pa 4 Fl 1 -1Þ : te 4 
4 + 


F N ＋ 14. 1 | 9 


MIX. Colher, Mr. Colter { what a relapſe 
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is here ſince thy Reformation! here's 


Smut and Prophaneneſs in conjunction, 
like the lewd Planets Venus and Mercu- 


Ramb. Faith I have not ſaid a word 


f * 


a gritat while; but this Song puts me in 


mind of the Opinion of ſame lewd Fel- 
ſows. about this Town, who maintain in 


Argument, that the Apple that Mother 
Eve was Damn'd for, was no more nor 
leſs but committing obſcenity-with her 
own. Husband Adam: I perceive the 


U : - . 4 * „ 9 


* 


glad to lee theſe things give ſo juſt Of- 


fence now a Days. Our Audiences are 


8 


really mended in their taſt of Plays, and 

_ notwithſtanding all the Raillery we have 
put upon Mr. Co/lyer, it muſt be conteſt, 
vice in correcting ſome. of their Errors. 
Crit. I dont know much in Mr. Col. 
her's Book thats to be blamd: Tme ſure 
twas high time to preach up Refor- 
| mation, when the Srage was ſunk to 
ſuch a pitch of Infamy ; 'twas a * 5 
„ •˙„ and 


Sull. This upon the Stage is not on- 
ly looſee, but irreligious and feandalous 
to the higheſt Degree: And Iam very 
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ind an 6 Subj ect, and not i ma- 
nag d; I dont knowthae l ft left an 

1 15 unſaid, but if he has a rn he 

in ſaying too much. 
"Rink Right, he fays too Auch, E- 
cauſe he ſays a great deal that was Kid 
before by ſuch another Author; if you 

6 798 will look over Pry#'s Hiſtrio Maſtrix, 
py pou le find moſt of Mr. Colljers Thoughts 

| there; not indeed in ſo good a Dreſs, 

for Pryn writ- like a Puritan, but Mr. 

Collher, to give him his due, like a Gen- 


tleman, and a Man of Wit; but that 


Which I commend in him, is his laſt 
Part, I mean his Phraſe, for I can't al- 
low that he has made any great diſco- 
veries; for what he takes out of Prin, 
he takes from the common places of 
Tome of the ſplenetick Fathers, and yet 
his 1 are not every where juſt. 
_ .\ Sell. We are not to diſcourſe on Mr. 
Col lyer's merits ;'\ let thoſe Gentlemen 
| that: have been foil' d by him, undertake 
that Province; let us proceed _ 
Crit. 1 left off at the Song, oh here it : 
is—— the Dialogue is carry'd on by | 
five Women; and one wou'd thigk 
there ſhou'd be prattle enough, but the 
Converſation proves FT. and Ggnifies 
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Rank, What do You obſerve. in \that 


Scene? OL oh 
Crit. 1 obſerve what L mw 6. 


weakneſs of the Stile; I never read an 


thing ſo proſtrate; Idare be hang'd if 
Mrs. Oldfield and Mrs. Rogers cou d not 


ha* told the Poets pon) in better In- 
guage of their wn: 

Namb. Come give us an Taſtance, or 
elſe you are not juſt; 


Crit. Here then: eg. you muſt 


| know, complains to Cimene that ſhe has 


ſtoln her Sweetheart from her, ſhe can't 
forbear telling her of it; and Pe br 
my + i eie 20 x BY Di 
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7 Arm. "He comes, 1 "IN but never Py 


| Vo (be mine, 


Tow happy Printe f have the greater Ay 
855 his b Hane 3 


cim. | 70 Aut 5 
Was not that pity? | 
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Short and feet“ again, 
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Lim. What means af Friend?” .* 


And "x che Repartee r ru Is on; till drmida 
tells her what fine Sport ſhe is goin 
= in e Arms. She ene 
n e 1 


Arm. 0b 3s hey u, 1 MY LY in 


5 7 7440 


e Irs TO) of 08 ruins. 
Then peer anſwer | 5 W ety a 


Ci m. J glorious i in thy rains 7 


* 


Nh: * whey not one word matt; Sher an » 13 


Eccho for you; theres Variety, Thought, 


'L urn., and Surprize. (. 19, e 


Arm. Mine, mine, Cimene. . 


: Gad I .commend Arle the Ie d 


give her no more words than ſhe brought; 


but in a minute after poor Arm. tells 
her ſhe's out of her Wits, and knows 
not what ſhe ſays: Well, now the Fit 
ofthe Mother takes another of em, and 
the old. Lady preaches up — to 
her . and tells her, 
Tre. Ts now no time fer childiſh vain 

| ( can platt, 
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Propoſe ſome 2 to 0 i» ith 144. 


7 hen comes Madam Cimens with the , 
reſource Aa 
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H.. we more time ben. might b; "Ws — 
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Ha, ba, 8 N40 un tembaris- if ſ were 
to die I can't forbear laughing. 2 . 
Ramb. It tickles my Imagination to 
think how. fond” he is of that barbarous 
Word © we have met with it twice al- 
ready in this Play, and in all the Books 
that ever I read, I hardly ever met with 
it before: T believe it came over with: 
the white Elephant, for certainly tis of 

very foreign Extraction. 

Sall. N ay, Critick, tis an Eaglil word, 
you underſtand your own Language ſure ! 

Crit. T know what it means as well 
as the Author, but it ſounds confoundedly 
in Metre; it might ha' done pretty well 
in Chancer's time, bur it lies bury d with 
our Anceſtors in Edward the ſexth's Reign. 
Well, let it go; I hope we ſhall hear no 
more on' t; but if you're for another Eng» 


lifh Replerve, have at . : 
H Cain. 8 


OY 5 WOT * 


a N 


Cim. Methinks 


(our Fate, 


That word for is as heavy on the Verſe, 
 asalwinging Fine on ſome poor Rogue 
*that can't pay his Priſon Fees ; *tis as 
troubleſome as a Cloak in hot Weather. 
Ramb. Theſe are but Words all this 
while, .the Author thought it needleſs to 
be curious about ſuch trifles. * 
Crit. He who won't take a little care 
of his Words, will never have the Audi- 
ence pleas d: I have known ſome Plays 
that have been excellent in every thing 
but the Language, and wanting that, 
they miſcarried; the Play you mention d 
yeſterday, was an example, The Triumplis 
of Vertue. But its very apparent Mr. 
H. has committed many over: ſights. 
Ramb. Perhaps t Was writ in haſte. 
Cri. I have been inform'd twas in the 


Houſe laft Winter; he cou d not be much 
in haſte, and keep it ſo long unacted; 


he had time enough to look it over. 
T7... 7 - 


Crit. You ſay, I only cavil at his 
Words, you ſhali now have a Specimen 


of his way of Arguing ; pray attend--» .. 


Eim. 
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Sim. 7 love like thee, and y [yet 255 »y 

flame, 
' Which FIR ths mort: the more: itis 22 
But Lyon perhaps 7 wonder at r my pr 


5 The third Line is 15 flat, nor do 1 ow 
y liat ſhedrives at; I cant imagine why 
- ſhe ſhowd- cither think her ſelf prudent, 


or think the other wonders at her; + 
don't ſee that either of 'em areguilty of 


Prudence in any reſpect; there's nothing 


yet looks like it, they're a Brace of as 


lilly Creatures as a body ſhall deſite to 


meet with; bur if it were ſo, what Act 


of Prudence does ſhe mean? I ſwear I 
can't imagine what ſhe refers mn: It 


{he means concealing her Flame, I don” t 


| ſee any great Prudence in that; tis no 
more than every Chamber-maid can do 
with a great Bally, and that I preſume 


is harder to een Now t'other an- 


— 


Arm. The more oof = 775 1 0 ach 4 
| 5 of L ove. 


What! is this to the ale of the Scene? 
the two Ladies were ſtriving for Rodo- 
mond, the Scene is upheld by that; but 
now they make an excurſion to another 


ä n as remote 2 buſi neſs, as 
| | | * | 
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if 5 told one another that + ei Heads 


ak d, or their Shooes pinch'd 'em. 


Sall. I fanc y you 


reflection. FR 


Crit, Not at all; : the Speech and the : 
Anſwer are frivolous and impertinent : 


- Well, Exit Arm. it ſhou'd-ha* been ſo, 


but the Printer was a ee 
Fate” enter King. , | 


| and 


K. Prepare Cimene zo * ar bee. 5 


now Ci imene. 


Cir im. . injare Li tbe . 1 th Prince 


To rate his mighty Services to Love. (6.1 22.) 


84l. Read” that 2} ain. 
Cri. To rate his mighty Services to Love. 


Sull. I don't - underſtand, it. 


Crit. Nor I neither, but J e bh 


means by Love; that is, ſhe did not 


: think that her Love cond ballance his 


3 
1 


Services; as rating one thing by another 


ain a Point i in this | 


E 2 


is the way to know the value; but *twou'd * 


Well, 


be ill expreſt both ways. by 


Por ropes, and Who, but ner 5 


dn, 


and by this gentle Creature is upon the 


* 


. oe £ 101 15 
-Cim . Not that Iwos'd 2 bee, 


But that a Monarch may be jaſtly proud 


To yield his Heart 2 barms AS weak as mine. 


her Charms, and who but ſhe--- But 


| Theres 2 Wench for. you, he brags of 


not to be too particular — We will 


now let the Poet make an offer at Deſ- 
cription he does it on a juſt occaſion, 


and why. not at the. recital of the Bat- 


tle, as Well as the Triumph: Its no 


anfwet that Maleſpine does it to give 


the King Won 3, the fubject requir d 


a pomp of and any. body elſe 


might ha? ſaid * em: But what jo he 
mean by fluttering Birds ſhaking their empty 


Pinions? I muſt own Mars Patt: JON 
Catechiſm. _ 

Ramb. I ſuppoſe he means s while « aun. 
fledg” 4 Bird pes 


Cri it. Gon: Note bre, a Kody: 


(exites, 


Theres file Concord, ow a Word ill 
ſpell'd into the bargain ; ; not to write 


Grammatically is an unpardonable Sin: 


The King at Rodemond's Entrance, burlts * 
out into a Rapture of Metaphors. — 


H 3 7 K. Wellcomg 
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2 Welcome as Lake Vitor and Fame, 
- As hope 2 Lovers. . oy 1 


3 25 l * 3 


The Vieoryan Noe Fame _ Prigcs brou gbt 5 
therefore theſe Meta- 


along with him, 
phors are Cu 


2 


Again 8 


Ad. The gemerom Ofipring from Who | 


' (generous Stock 


Derive their Vertwes, and” 25 fs the 
* Sire. | 


— 
* 


Withopt Riding a point in Nene of : 
the Author, this can't be allowed true 
Grammar neither; for we always mean 
Juch Words, at People, Town, Church, 
Offspring, in the ſingular Number; but 
the Nur underſtands this, or elſe he 


wou'd not have put a Latin Sentence in · 
to his Title Page; and I believe, for once 
that he ſees one of theſe Words in the 


plural Number, he reads it a hundred 


times, in the ſingular. 


Sull. Tis generally uſed i in the ſingu- 


Mit Number to the” beſt, of my 1 remem- 
prange. . e 


Crit, We are now in the 27th Page, 


and pray mind chis Verſe. 1 


y 
4 


Rod. 


55 
„ 


inexorable, and tells her 


0 79 


K. Her Santtion ran hens PEW the : | 
| | TR Grant. 5 


Where 8 pr 100 e 2" 4486 Keds ſure 


of that Verſe? Beſide, Canction, tho it's 


a good Word, yet tis ſo uncommon, it 


ſhou'd never. be us d above once, an 


this is the third time we have met with : 
it in this Play; it ſhews in the Author 


ſomething: very near affectation. 


Ramb. He plays with it as Mr. H. 


does with his tremendous. 


Crit. I have run thro OE AR ; now | 
N enter on the, w 8 


OY 


Act III. 


-Now the Plot 8 to warm; the 


K. and his Miſtreſs have an interview; 


he raves like a Mad- man to find her ſtill 
. her Breath 
conveys his Fate How comes that 
conveying in? if her Breath had contain d 
his Fate, or convey d him to his Fate, 
it had deen Senſe; but this is not the 
worſt, her Breath does more; it males 
his Blood in purple mazes dance: Dancing 
in purple mazes is very Novel; tis like 
Fu © [miong of the Sea, which the Lord Ro 
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T7 104 15 
cheſter returns on one of the Poets ; hut 
this was a ſmart old Fellow, his Blood 
was as hot as any young Rake's of *ein 
all; for when he deſpairs of his Miſtreſs, 
he flies into moſt monſtrous rants; 0% 
Leon d ſwallow Se ds; ponr down the Dan- 
ube, pour the Volga domn; firſt the Seas, 
and then as a dram for di | Tn, the 
Danube and Volga if he had been for a 
larger draft, the Vile, the 'Nig ger, and 
River of the Amazons, wou'd ha*quench'd 
his Thirft and his Fever; to theſe the 
two Northern Rivers are but Brooks: 
Wel, r = {255.7 
: Ram. Youre-merry, Critiet. 4 8 
Fri. In the next Line he ſays ben l be 
"OED and yet t the rant 7 8 agen 


1 N Tes I'll fly 
2 70 hi e North e. whewie Z | 


. as if A 110 re were 
not cven in Prolemꝰs time, en 5 
Py the ſame Work with 1 * 


The Bard who lb the damn 4 


Right, ones went down to > Hell, ry 


1 | 7. a: 
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ir l 5 
Who Panthers could rechiinr> Ss 
be volt Panthers donuri. 10 | TY "Up 6 5 | 
Beet prove 2 


N ay, with ih yo r good leave, the Paurber 
is the felleft "Beaſt in the Wilderneſs, 


if youll take either Pliny's S or . e 5 
79275 . | | 


Her ile; Eur, 10 Pale if found can 
" (tame, . 


N. hile the 0 reation melted with my Flame. 


80 8 terer repaired —. With a 
vengeance ; there's blind Oedipus putting 


the Gods to Log 8 With a Sen- 


truce. of Bomba! 


And Gods meet G ods, ail 2 in bs ; 
. aark. 


Or: as ths as « whimſcaly on wech ano- 


ther Occalion, 5 


0 irs ; 


W bile 10 can le, 1 wil prevent Forth 7 


3 g. 
Ha beur- vole vin. ne. Vet met, 
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Theres a . only fie . lake. of 
the dear Rhime. 5 
Ramb. Oh Heavens! Greek !. thou'it 
have us believe theu'rt a Scholar. 

Crit. Ben was, Gentlemen, whatever 
1 am: Pm acknowledging to him for 
that Conceit. Well, Exit. King and 
Enter Lover: Now for Flames and Darts, 
Seas again, and Tempeſts : but did e 
mind an Afar in t other Act? 

Sall, Yes, yes, Armida over-heard her 
Hero conſent to make Love to Ciment 3 ; 
What then? 

Crit. Now it hecaks. out ; the Lady. i is 
in a furious pet, and not being able yet 
to Scold, ſhe falls > ning: 3 Reg 
mond to comfort her, ſays e t 


Rod. 0 40 thoſe Tears, 1106 4 bane 
. (of liquid "mo 
More precious far than Aromatick Guus, 
08 fragrant Balm which Eaſtern Groves 


C hs i” 


Here's a 1 of Tcl San liquid: 
Pearl, Gum and Ointment; I don? t know 
What ſmell ker Tears might have, but 
I'm ſure they cou'd not reſemble either 
of theſe in Taſt, e or Com- 
88 poop N 
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Ramb. If you deny this, you deny all 
manner of 'Tranſport ; Theſe have « Rag 
the Images of Tears, and there's no writ- 
ing Poetically without mmm. 
Crit. Nay, if you ſay its Poetical it 
ſhall paſs; twere pity to rob him of that, 
he has ſo little of it. opts [1 
Alfter the Shower comes the Thunder; 
ſhe now begins to ramp it, and tells him 
hes a perjur'd Rogue, and all that: Now 
Rod. Uzjuſt Armida—- but tis the Trade 
of your deceiving Sex. There's a Com- 
plement for the Front Boxes, directly 
counter to the fine things in his Epilogue; - 
and in the next Line calls her a fairy Elf: 
but ſhe wheedles him back, and ſo Ex- 
edn pood 8 
Sull. One thing you miſt, Critict; Rod. 
ſays very meekly, By Heav's I only did 
diſſemble, which is certainly a blot upon 
the Hero: He ought not to diſſemble; 
a Hero is arm'd at all points from Vice, 
and ſhou'd not betray any weakneſs: _ 
Crit. That indeed efcap'd me: Now 
?tis Scene the ſecond as he writes it, tho 
according to Terence and Ben, it ſhou'd 
ha been the Fifth; for every new comer 
makes a new Scene if his buſineſs, be 
not the ſame with the preceding. 
Enter the three Ragues, and now expect 
Miſchief: Poor Rodomond's death en 
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 fpir'd, and che er is to be thrown. 
on the King, that Mateſþine may become 
his Majeſty; This is an unnatural and 
abſurd contrivance, as 't will appear in 
the remarks on the laſt Act: The King 
comes upon em, and very luckily for 
their purpoſe, leurs Rod. ſhall die; i 
15 en e e 


K. He dies 2 Huw 3, 1 . an- 
(proteet Rodomond, 


Shall dye — 
And co d he Hyd ra like renew ag4in * 
; ( Dos. 
5 Each 321 345 4 fon] Fare bod 


bebe, 5 


- 


Tdefie the belt Kei in OT to 
make ſubſtantial Senſe of the laſt Line: 
a ſeveral Fate ſnou' a S e ſhoud give, | 
What? ; 

Sall. Take it thus. —- each ſeveral Day 2 
ſbou d give à ſeveral Fate; he meant that 
ſhou d W . 
Crit. That the Day ſhoud! give it him : 


1 18 ridiculous; if he had laid Tuffer, the x 


Riddle had been out; but 'tis a wretched 
and unneceſſary ; ranſpoſition of Words, : 

and very obſcure. But to do the Gen- 
tleman Juſtice every way, the Dialogue x. 


res * King and I al, 1s very Y 5 
ut 


but even here he runs into the ſame er- 
ror with his Brethren, he introduces Mu- 


ſick in the midſt of the hurry and hotteſt 
part of the whole Play. The Author 


makes it as pertinent as he can, by pre- 


tending it is to compoſe the Kings vex- 
ations; and ſo the Muſick ſhall divert us 


tell the next Act begins. 
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Ramb. Drink, Critick, this is dry 


> 


s ns 
Ci. Ay, with all my Heart. Well, 
the fourth Act opens with the two Col- 


lateral Lovers Adelan and Cimene, but 
the Converſation is too low for ſucha Spi- 


rit as the Poet gives Adelan; he Courts 
Huis Miſtreſs in ſo abrupt a manner, there's 
nere a. Femple or Inns Court Beau but 
wou'd put him out of Countenancc. 


I This young Ruffian's next frolick is to 


perſwade Rad. to mutiny, and dethrone 
the King; but ſuch a hot headed Rake 


as he ſhou'd ha? kick d and flounc'd about 
with a better Grace; he's for pulling the 
Canopy and Crown about the King's 


Ears, and for doing it when the King 
had | 
Service in the Battle. 5 

8 e Sul. 


ut juſt given him thanks for his 
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Sul. But you don't conſider that tho 
1 wou'd ha put Rod. on ſuch a mad 

piece of Work, yet he was to have the 
| * of it; R. Was a but a Tool to 
his deſign. _. 

Crit. Adelan's Character is Mattley thro 

| out; an inconſtant whimſical Fellow, and 
very unkit for the ſuppos'd Princeſs; ſome- 
times he talks in Pyramids, and lays a- 
bout him like a Quondam Bully of Alſa- 
tia, ſometimes as meek as a ſtarv'd Beg- 
gar; Every where uncertain, and there- 
fore far unworthy the Rank he bears. 
Fall. The fault you firſt objected to him 
was his awkard Addreſs; if it had been 
more elevated, he had made an excurſion | 
out of Nature. 
Crit. The Spirit of Tragedy ſhou'd al. 
ways ſoar; Nature is not to be directly 
copy'd as in Comedy: Every Perſon in't 
fhoud wear the Buskin, and talk above 
the common level ; but cnough of ſuch a 
known Hypotheſis— the © young Gentle- 
man carries his Miſtreſs off in a good Hu- 
mour, and alls well ſo far But now. 
Roderick enters to his Friend Ralomonc 
BY: obſcrve. 
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A Fo: ſort of Antiptolis, that, a forc'd 
105 harſh compoſition. of Words. | 


The brave ou 4 gr. ths oe apes 
Of. that deladin Sex— 


Theres for the Front Boxes again. 
| Nor gan 2 10 ach Tay 4. Wor omen; 


There tis again, and the Scene ends 
Kt: with the ſame Scandal. 5 
ERamb. That has always. been allow 
on the Stage. 
Crit. What? Abuſe allowd? „ 
Raub. If you call it ſo; Women and 


3 Alg have always been the Poets 


common place of Satyr. 
Cn The greater is the ſhame ; Well, | 


4 5 drops of w ater. . on e 


(Flame, 
V. 110 add: new „ to their native 
10 rage. 3 


| Juſt as if he had 3 and add new Joh 


{ 


5 


8 N = 115: 1 ; 
to their native fury; falſe Heral Fg 4 fi 


pain: Beſide, natibe ista damn d Epi- | 
thete to fire. Enter King and now ths | \ 
two Rivals front-eichothi r ithe King " BM 
talks pertly a while, but atilength, with {c 
out any manner of provocation his Ma- if 


jeſty, this razged Gorh; fills a blubbering. 

and cry ing, only. becauſe the ſtubborn 

Lombard wou'd' Hoe e him his Plag=o: | 

thing. | Sort ad ne 
Sall. Ts:that es does the Goth: cry? 
Cri. Tis here in black and 8 

but ſee” the turn, his Majeſty's wi 

Faces | make tlie good "tits "Font 300 

relent, and now -— now —Armidg's yours, * 

4 ſweet condition'd* Fellow 1 Warrant 


him. „ P. ws E "Px : 3h 1674; 118 
Sull. But tis on condition 19 woe: ] 
firſt kill him. Th "I IR, EY $4938 $1 (HE 03 tot TOW 125 


15 Crit, Talks talk the old beaten Roäd: 
büt now beware à hurricane the K. 
finds the ſpark diſſembles, and woe be 
to him for has roguety. K. Like Whites 
winds then, I blow thee from my Soul: Like 
Whirlwinds! In my mind one woud 5 
been enougli at one time, for J dont un- 
derſtand the Analogy between him and 
many Whirlwinds. A Whirlwind is che 
agitation of ſeveral oppoſite Winds, 
which blowing furiouſly againſt edc {| ſec 


other, n that convullion, which we {he 
[Ce SEED 


4. en 1 


of LS ho Lo 


＋ 4 


frequently hear of from rother fide of 
the Line, and theſe altogether make a 


| Whirlwind. If the King had confind 
_ himſelf ro one, it had been pretty rea- 


ſonable; fo Exit his Majeſty anc God 
ſpeed . 
The next Scene brings i in all the Lovers 


dilguiſs q, but becauſe they were too near 
home, they are found and parted ; the 


Women to their Needles, and the Men 


to their Fetters: This Scene is inartifici- 
ally wrought; the Poet had now a good 
occaſion to incite the Audience to Thy, | 
but tis ſo quickly over, the Audience 
no ſooner ſaw em but they vaniſh'd :. 
Beſides, he has not made the young 


Bluſterer Adelan ſay one Word to his 


Keepers, nor to his Miſtreſs, which was 
a worſe confinement to a Man of his fire 
than that he was going to. p. 32. 


Sull. That was to draw all Fan Pity on 


his two principal Lovers. 


Crit. Oh he ſhou'd by all means ha? 
giv'n us a little more of their Company, 
then perhaps 1 in good nature we might ha” 


giv'n em a Tear and a good wiſh at 


parting. 
Sull. Proceed without Ribllery; . 
Crit. Well, the next Scene he calls the 


ſecond again, when in my Conſcience it 


ſhowd ka been the Eighth ; but where 
[ „ the 
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114 * 
the Scene now / lies, you muſt find it out 10 
if you can: We dont hear of its being th 


changd ſince we entred into the: long hi 
Garden; however e. enter two of the three a 
* 1 


Mercan. The King thi Minate has Bs 
* . (pr onouncd his doum, _ 
1 boſe bis I bad to morrowin the 8 orum. 


7 


2 | Rank What Objection have, you t to 
that! 
03” » 7 BEN ſhou'd. be. glad to. know if 
Mr. H. reads of any 7 = Hiſtory 
of the Gothick Invaſion: I will not be 
poſitive in any matter of obſeurity; 
but I do not remember that Appella- 
RY | tion given to any part of the:'Towns 
under their Sovereignty; I am ſure at 
this Day they're called Piazzas, Plasas, or 
Plasuelas, and that they have been 10 
call'd above a thouſand Years, and I be- 
1 lieve men fo calld at tliat tine; n this 
Th hy 00'S Let the Hiſtories 3 . : 
Crit. I paſs now to the laſt Scene of this (| No 
Act, which is like to prove a terrible one; 
it conſiſts of the King and Arm. the King 
ſill perſevers and ont and ſhe ftill-re- | _ 
Fuſes: at length he grows outragious, and 17 
ſends the Signet for Rodomond 5 A 1 
| 1s | 


iF wow 20.42 9117 
this Malte thi Lady, Sit re recovers 
her Tongue, and then lays about her with 
a Vengeance: 1 muſt repeat theſe Lines. 


| Arm. Hold, ls inbumane Thrant E 
5 OP (hold, 
f 0 an * thou conſe ent” to take that . 
3 a (Li, 
Whoſe fs vil lee Le vertue among | 

| 1 3 3. Me: 2 7 


Co WY WT re 


Theres rage to the Life, no b ank Yor 
the confounded affront to the King, tho” 
ſhe tells him to his Teeth Ro. is a Hero, 
and his Majeſty but a Scoundrel : J paſs 
by that ill choſen Word Conſent, it ſnoud 
ha' been reſolve, for conſent implies a- 
greement and participation, and the 

| Ba: ſtood in need of none: 


e 


k. To fxt 4 Fate, and never tan 
— (08 chang'd, 
You may theſe W Ow remember. 


* SW 
9 


Ln 
. | we 


19 Now the turn. 0 


Arm. 1 Hala, Fi feli, hive ;ake bi | 
= (curſt Armida 
To ſeve my Rodomond, I will live po 
(ee, 
Be dbom Fi to Life more terrible thin death. 

- „ Excels 
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cok 1 


| Exceſs of good Manners! toa King!: bur 
the ſurprizæe is worth obſerving. _ 


M0 Armida Hula, Gonſalvo, Male. 


ſpine, Albazer, 


Pri the fog, 1 FEY the ftrength to bear: 
To either Pole let Seas and Winds: couve 
Y The wellcome Jound, and all Mankind be 


( happy 


A thouſand nes 8 ſhall ewe 


Their Freedom to this ny 
Sall. Hold, ſtop there, was it the Cu- 


ſtom among the Goths to manumit their 


Slaves? N 
. Among the Rumeniir was, Sir 
never never among the n b you 
omar a „ 8 | 
— —Shal 1 \ Bl 
The ha * | Howe Armida ſam the' light. 
Thos 2 apt, Ex ae, thou bet 5 Wo. 
(men, and ſo on- 


irs £49 


; 8 i noGlimatit 
Tonk Fg God's ſalke tell me Gentlemen, 
if all this violence of foy has any mar- 
ner of cauſe; how a dickins cou'd the 


old Gentleman give her ſo many pretty 
Names for thoſe confounded ones. ſhe 


gave him? Is there any reaſend for this 
Rapture? The rendition ſhe makes of if 
15 | 8 ex: . FT 15 . * elf 


8 8 


t 


your Opinions: 
Joy forꝰd and conftrain'd : The Author 


WET) 


my to him, is the very . of Ro. 
domond s Life, Who was to be ſtill her 


private Minion ; ; thou beſt 0 Women ! 
thou ſbining Excellence a; ſhe's the 
worlt of Hypocrites, and a r ſhining 
Scold: © Au d Is. 

Ran, 80 Critiet, this i is latitude i in- 


% F N 


Chr. She Wouks ha? en a Gs Bar-- 
gain o my word; what. cou'd ſhe be 
worth to the King, when her Heart 
was ſtill his Rival 8: : I think tis the 
moſt unreaſonable Exta ly that ever 
WAS. e 

Full. The mid Reſentment of her 
wort ſhou'd ha' been quite contrary : 
What Pleaſure cou'd ſhe dring! him when 
ſhe came with ſuch a Curſe in her 
Mouth! ? *tis unnatural. 1 

Ramb. Nay Gentlemen, I agree to 
TI think, the King's 


had a mind to make a Figure, but with 
ſubmiſſion to him, theres no occaſion 


fort in this Scene: The King ought to 


have reſented her ſeurvy Billing gate, and 
raild as well as ſhe, and when he had 


done, ha taken her for better for worſe, 
according to the Letter, and made the 


beſt of a bad Market. 
13 - Full. 


+ 


6 


Sull. One thing (to fo the Poet ju 
fie) might be Tad in e The 
King's Character! is, 255 . 4. ] 


Nr wiſe as Man, and the, As weak As 

; ee Woman, | 

C. apritious, 8 a ae Mind, 
4s mild and bumble as 4 l correttea, | 


88 It 4 8 bs lus 6 58 Ma- 
jeſty a Changling: But Kings 1 in 'Trage- 
dy are not.to be 73 at bis N 
c ome rate: ly 

7 Tragedies of leſt Age. mer has noted it very 
juſtly, that in Tragedy all Kings are 
pre ſumptive Heroes, and there ought to 

e nothing in their Character but Ma- 
jeſty, Terror, Courage, and Reſolution: 
But we'll ſhake Hands with this 4%, 
and now for a finiſhing Stroke. Pray 
let me prevail with your Patience till 
r the n e be oer, 


e 95 


And the firſt thing that ends me 
here, is the Proſo 7. t ee 
makes to the. e . 


arm, 7 e radiant kei o bene Seas 
* Z 


<A TS 
. 


. 


off FOE. 


As "oo the Ga 1 lar but of one 
in all the Firmament; all the Stars, if 


they were blended to ether, as ſhe calls 
it, cou'd not make füch another Figure: 


Tis true, there is a pretty conſiderable 
| Number of Stars'inally'and as ſhe ſays, 
"ris very hard, there was not one for. 


her; but if ſhe had not affronted rhe 
milky way at that rate, by proſtituting 


that fine Name to ' ſo many Farthing 
Candles, who knows but the might 
have been oblig'd from thence: Alas! 


there are a great many lewd Stars in 


one part or other; there's . as fit 
for her turn as her own Rodomond, The- 
tus would ha' done pretty well, but if 
ſhe had been for two at a time, there are 
Caſtor and Pollux, and for a Pimp, who 
is a better than Mercury! 5 much for 

her Stars, and as for her blended, , cis a 
word only | 


fit for a Baker. 

Ramb. You're a very pleaſant Fe!'ow 
Sir! and have à particular way of oblig- 
ing. Fox take the 
Eile Again, . 


$44 £5 


Arm. | There is no care 1 this e 


3 (grief: 
At 243M 


If it was I to have an 460, no cure 
fort, thats certain: Again po 
| 1 8 14 


| 


— 


— 


3 2 —_— 
> 7” 0 Ts 
1 9 


— 1 — ec x OS - 22 — Wa = 22232 — 
ZE. . 87 2 : . 1 . 8. 4 * 8 4 of 
Dy — ‚ 8 p «> 3 _ 
- res 2 * — 4 . . 
—_— . os £27 hs bs, r — OS. oo 
l 2 — 2 F — ; = 8 


4 as. % 
* 3 35 =. 7 
4 
r 
18 p - 1 
1 8 
£ * ? * 1 
7 }, 
wes T2 
N 1 1 
" ) 
\ if $4556 
3 ! 143 Þ 
11 
4 N 
es: oo : 5 
1 15 
Q 
14 * 
1996, | ; 7 
q : 
bs \ 
: 
1 34 
'*- 
. 3 . 143 
; { : 11 
i} 
* * * * & 
«R 
Fe , : 
ef 4 
8 14 
L o 
1 0 
z 1 
4 1 
ly : 
\s 
0 1 
1 1 
ai 1 : ? 
: - 
© 4 
: : „ = 
1 i: 
"3 4803 1 
: 
[1 4 
g 1 
4 
« , 
43 3 
& 1 
Ji 
CE p 
1 * 1 
1 
; ; Fi 
"3 
4 1 
4s Mt : 
= - : 
| * 
5 
. jp 4 x 
7 i 
Lily y 
* 
FU 
! 
of \ 
T6 1 
+ £ 2 - 
© : 
43 EE 
+4. 
5+ iy l 
A 
by 
© J 
a b 7 
* " 
27 
*. 
+4.» 
HS | 
- 4% 
wi 
19 = 
| * 
"3 2 
4 * 
* 
19 
1Y 
- 2 0 
43* N 
” 3 
1 
- . 
8 2 
+» 
7 ol 
- 
342 
< q F 
* £ 
v 
+F4 
a4 
# A 0 
* 
1 
1 
= * « 
bo 
a" 
ph. 
1 
o 
t 
ny 


2er 


— 
A — 


r 
nnn l 
— 8 * » 
9 = 'r 7 
T 
= CH 
* l — L * £ 2 
- q 2 
— — — K — — — 
22 2 „ "_ 


5 120 1 
. 8 3 emol 0 
1 U be 15 Bid, irie be bis ul. 


1 1 % de, 


Now Pm ſakes Fool, I- thought. when 
two Folks had been Marry d, N 
been Men and e without any more 

; ado. Sas Dung 181, lage AS. 03 1 
Ramb. Not without ahy more ado 
0 ritick ; the Ring makes the Bride, but 

| Conſuramation. makes the Wife. 
Cri. A very nice and modern diſtiacti- 
on; but I'Il be hang 'd if eicher the Gaths, 
Vandals, ołt more polite Lombardi, ever 
thought there Was any difference: But 
this is a Plot of the roguiſh Lawyers, 
to perplex honeſt Mens Purſes. and oth 
ſciences, with their diſtinctions of ante 
& poſt coitum, aute & poſt matrimonium 
con ſammatum, C. Nuptias adhuc imperfect as, 
and a thouſand ſuch villanous Inventions. 
Sull. This caſuiſtical Law is the great- 
eſt Cheat in the N ation, the Chancery 
or common Lam is nothing tot; twelve 
Proctors there are Worſe than twelve 
+; Middleſex Jury · men in a Verdict of wil- 
5 _— Murder, when perhaps the Man that 8 

ſaid to be kill'd, dy'd of a Fever. 
* Cri. Well, the Lady is reſolv'd to 
die; the Poyſon and Dagger, as Dryden 
 fays, are always ready, and helps out 
many a tragical Event, ; and a keen of 


"ON ſon 


— 


Leis 
Poyſon i is to diſpatch her: But I don't 
ſee any reaſon Why theſe two Lovers 
did not Marry before; *twas an old In- 
trigue; and e clpecialſy eV the King 
had a mind to Ser 
Sul The Author throws in the Quar- 
rel for an excuſe, that hinder'd em the 
firſt time they met, and the ſecond time 
they meet to be Marry d, 
Ceri. By chance, is not that e 
ä He did not ſæek her, -he'/happen'd to meet 
her in other Company, and then talks of 
it; it had been more like being in ear- 
| neſt, if he had waited on her, and done 
3 his devoir like a Cavalier. Well, „the 
ſuppos d Poyſon goes down, and now Ar. 
e mida is going to the Stars to complain of 
; 7 bins _— Hwy "INT Rl Wang. 
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- There's your Compreſs: again: . He now 

4 calls for her Hand to the Altai,” but 

— pray liſten to the fine Diſpoſition ſhe 

s | was in to Marry; What Mann here 
are to her Eis 382457 
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0 7 i Arm. dane leprone Seurf this Wwe" ; 


(Hand defile, 
4. na: it utſome 70 oY: touch and 
5 3 . me Ai ! * b. . 


If this, 1 be not a. | rin there is 
no {ſuch Place as Billing gate; but not 
to droll . I muſt needs {ay the Author 
ought not to have given his Heroin te | 


Language againſt her Sovereign. wo 
Ramb. Tis very common. 


Crit. Not very common, but 1 con- 5 
for have ſeen it too often in other 


Plays; *cis the very Scab of our Eng liſh 
Poetry : : The French, Spaniſb, e or Lali. 
an, never offend in this kind; they ne- 


ver break in upon the Maj: jeſty of a 


King; they make the e ſacred, 
and if he happens to be a Tyrant, they 


leave it to Heaven to puniſh him; - but 
1 no means aſſault him a with reproachiul . 


e Their Plays an n Life nor 
Spirit in em; they keep us calm wh. 


rheit great humanity ; às we, ay, the 


civilleſt Man is commonly the dulleſt 
Man in the Company. 
Crit. They have not our Rants, od; 


wild Excurſions; but they have Elegan- 


c  Smoorhnels, "and an eaſineſs of Ex- 
| preſſion, 


* 4 
* . 
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rf which delights the Ear and the 

ea ſon bey ere our ſtraind Bombaſt: 
But not ko reſs.---, The grand Turn 
is now at. band Enter Gon/aluo and his 
Wife, who had the Plot 1 in Dep A a all 
this while. 


Gon | Huld Roe, Almerick, 1751 5 
e ook preſs Jour Fate, 


4 
OSV 


1 td; it was nat IEP Put you 
preſs your Fate is ſtrangely, out o the 
way too; I ſuppoſe he means, you urge 
or haſten your Fate; but as for preſing 
his Fate, that he cou'd not do till he 
had got her a Bed: Now all's out, Irene. 
tells the Story, and Armida i is found to 
be the King's Daughter. 

Sall. That I knew as well as the, as 
ſeon as I read the firſt Speech: The 
Plot is as tranſparent as a Venice-glaſs. . 

Ram. J aſſure you I think 'it a very 
fine men 
Cri. Iis old, and worn Thread- bare; : 
but Iwill never believe there was ſuch- 
a thing in reality; tho many Authors 
mention em, and many Plays are found. | 
ed on ſuch Fables. 2 

Sall. But why did Irene conceal. this | 
ſo ahem ? Ts a ſecret of . e 


o 


: * 


1 140 5 
Crit. The Poet thought that an ob- 
vious Queſtion, and prevents it himſelf; 
he makes the Woman 12 it Was her fear 
of Offending the King. NN 

© Sall. "Tis a childif 80 "ridiculous 

Reaſon: So that if the King's Paſſion 

had not brought things to er extre- 

mity, he muff never have had his own 

Daughter: Abfurd? ! muſt the King loſe 
his own Child, and be chous'd with a 
Sham, only for a Woman's Caprice ? this 
were a Trick to perplex all Laws, Titles, 
and Sucteſſions, The Thing it ſelf is 
altogether improbable, and the reaſon 

for the concealment ſtill worſe. _ 

 Ramb. She had like to ha' prov'd a 
Fairy. Elf i in good earneſt, as Rod. once 
call d her in jeſt. 
Feri I can't imagine er Moral the 
poet can draw from ſuck a Plot: This 
is the principal Buſineſs of the Play, and 
therefore ſhou'd give the Moral; tho 
be makes the other do it, which” ought 
not to be: The only Moral that can ariſe 

from this Stöty is, to adviſe us how we 
truſt our Children With Nurſes ; Avery 

_ cdifying. Doarine?**: 29 

Srall. Tis certain that th Part ſhou'd 

conclude the Moral; the other is not on- 
ly inferior, but impertinent, and has 


| nothing to do with 1 it; tis an Under- 
. 


Speech in this Scene are part of that which 
gave the Town offence; but there are 
Worſe to come. After this Revolution, | 
Mat. ſtops the two Ladies, and even in 


[ 125 ] | 
plot, and conſequently. cou'd-not proper- 
I give the Moral, | 

Crit. Well, here's another ſurprize; 


Now Maleſpine's Plot breaks out: Ihe 
King orders him to go and releaſe. Rodo- 
1 but with very inſolent Language 


he refules.to obey the King, and not on- 


h diſobeys him, but makes the King him- 
| 


f Priſoner : Some Lines of Maleſpine's 


the Criſis of his and the Kingdom's Fate, 


he prattles away the beſt of his time in 


Love to the King's Daughter, tho? her 
Father's but juſt impriſon'd by him. 


Ramb. Nay, the Poet 8 make him 
8 a Rogue as he wou d. 
Right, but he ought not to make him 


2 Fool; ſuch! important things depend on 


his Conduct, that one moment ſlipt, the 


— 1 


C3” 4 
__ 1 


whole miſcarries: And this crotchet of his 
making Love at ſuch a critical JunQure, 

is highly unſcaſonable, and a ſtrain of the 

Poets, beyond (credibility. ; _ 


Fall. the four laſt Lines of. chi Scene 


are notoriouſly Factious, and the, "Maſter 
f #he Revells deſerves "080 What 
ieee h 
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 wou'd have em ſpoke 3 
Crit. We will paſs on to conſider the 


=, 
- 


fie}, OED 
Rub. That might not be Mr. K;Ule- 

grew's Fault; ten to one he expung dem, 
but the Author was ſo fond of em he 


1 ſpoke and printed. 


probability of Meleſþine's Plot ; it ſeems 
bs odd a villany that Tcan't let my Judg- 
ment conſent to the ſucceſs the Poet gives 
it: Its very ſtrange that a King of fo 


 warlike a.temper, and a General of the 
firſt account in the Play, ſhou'd be ſur- 
priz d, diſarm'd, and convey'd to Priſon; 


and no body knew it in the City; nay, 


not in the Court; not ſo much as a mu- 
tiny, not a murmur: The Courts of 
Princes are fill'd with greater Villains 


than Newgate or the Fleet, if they woud 


all be corrupted; certainly the moſt rag - 
ing Tyrant in the World has ſome Crea- 
tures that won't betray him; and *ris 
ſtranger, that a King of Almerichs gentle 

_ diſpoſition had not a Friend that wou'd 
ſtand by him: "Tis too egregious; for 
© heyer was any defection ſo general, but 
ſome prov'd faithful to their Maſter, hut 


to go on to another turn Albazer 


who (you remember was diſcontent) 
comes again with a hack ſtroke and ſpoils 
all, and then we hear of an Inſurrecrion: 
Alter this, here's fourth turn; Maleſpine's 
other confederate revolts, ſurprizes Ma- 


leſpines 


1 bay 1 
leſpine's Sword, takes it from him, and 


keeps him down; then comes a fifth 


turn Armida proves not to be poyſon d, 
and ſo with a Couplet of politick Verſes, 
drawn from the wrong Story of thePlay, 
the Scene ends. 


Rum. Theſe fine PO in 155 Act got | 


: the Play great reputation; and I think 


(to do the Poet ane he bas done * 


very artificially. 
Crit. Some ſcruples remain againſt e. 
very one of em; I can't believe there is 


a poſſibility of carrying on and executing 


ſuch a treaſonable delign without ſome 


' noiſe ; If he had interposd a little Tumult, 


and then ſuppreſt it, he had prevented 
the Obje&ions nor'is the Author's pre- 


caution ſufficient to obviate the impro- | 


bability of it by ſaying, he had corrupt- 


ed the Guards and all the Poſts of Ad- 
vantage; tis directly againſt the evidence 


5 Reaſon and Hiſtory. 


Safl, But there is that in the Cataſt- | 
rophe which looks aſquint on the | eſent 
Government; I can't be perſwad ed the 


Author cou'd purſue ſuch a Story with- 
out having in his eye tlie Affairs of his 
own Country; and if a Poet will give 
his Play ſuch turns as mult of neceſſity 


offer W the eſtabliſh'd Sertlement gg 
WE © 
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Scandal, it is 


Was 


the Stage, I ſee no reaſon: . he mou d 
be dealt withal as a Libeller. 


Crit. The Fable of the Bande is nof 


that nature that makes it impoſlible for 
him to keep clear of it; therefore it was 
unfit for an Engliſh Stage: The affinity 
of ſome of his Characters with ſome Per- 


ſons now in being, renders the deſign 


turbulent and ſeditious ; and ſome Lines 


in Maleſpine's part ought. to be burnt by 
the common Hangman. 


RNamb. Thoſe Lines ariſe naturally from 

the Character, and ſeem to come in  with- bo 
out any conſtraint, 
Crit. Yet they are impioper at this 5 
Juncture; he ſays in his Epiſtle, that if 


he had lived a thouſand Tears ago, he 
wou d ha made the ſame refſections; and 
ſo he might fo long ago, and no- body 


wou'd ha called him in queſtion ; but to 


write ſuch a Satyr on the Court and Mi- 


niſtry at a time when ſo many diſcon- 


_tented People 85 pe for freſh occaſion of 
y no means fit for nem 


a publick repreſentation. : 
Sell. The Author coud not write an 


thing of this kind without being ſenſible 
of that application which wou'd be made 


of it; and it does not 1 done 5 


Chance but Choice. 


Crit. | 


A 129 3 
ritt. biber eee now in this 1 +4 
Town who has had the good. Fortuneco If 
pleaſe athouſandAudiences with his Plays Fi 
ie is ſtill a good Judge of what is fit tor. - 
the Stage, tho? he-has done writing this ED 
F had the Story of Edward the | 4M 
| Secoadireggmmended.to him for a dene 3 _ ik 
The. Chronicle of that Reign is the moſt = 
moving af any in the whole Hiſtory, of 1 
aur Kings, and might be finely, higlitned 2 
by a good Poet; but after lie had read 1% 
the Story, he ſaw it very improper for 14 
theſe Times, and ſaid it was impolſibl * 4 
to toucli fuch a Subject without ſome al- 
luſions that wou'd Rande him Guilty, and 


ſo he threw it by. 155 
Sul. There Was a Tragedy on that | a9 
Story written by Marlow; it might „ Li 
well then; but (as he aig), Was, Dt 5 1 
proper at this DAE + | 

Ramb. Well, Gentlemen, pray "what. 
think ydu of the Generous Conqueror alto- = 
gether? 

Sul. Tl. tell you. what 1 think of..i 3 
and Ill give my Opinion very im par tially: 
The, Uatics ot Action and Time e 
obſerv d in it than in many of our late 
Tragedies, and with a little allowance - 
the lame may be {aid of the unity of Place: 
I own the Action is not one and tlie a me 


thro out the Play, but if the under- action 
that 


. 
7 


(that of Maleſpine s) have any connexion 4 
with the principal; if one Scene brings in 1 
EE another, that a third, and ſo on, and e- i 
very Scene be wrought up concluſive of 1 
wn one great action at laſt; ' the unity may 1 
be ſaid to be well enough preſervd; and i 
there is nothing very material to be ob- T 
jected againſt it in this: Tis true Male/- r 
1 5 pine s delign is of a particular nature from 0 
the rel}, but not quite independent of it; t 
it's made ſubſervient to the great end of tl 
the Play, and that's enough to render the P 
Aion entire, tapped 6 94001 
Crit. But you run away with a mi- w 
ſtake; Maleſpine's delign to make himſelf _ 
| King has no relation to the chief Deſign ; ſit 
the chief Deſign is to bring the King our | 
of that violent fit of loving Armida, and by 
to buckle the four Lovers together, and Es 
all this is done by Irene Plot: Maleſpine . 
contributes not one tittle to it, he acts for 1 
himſelf; he endeavours to uſurp the 7 
Crown, but 1s prevented ; his Roguery is 5 
-diſtover'd, he is ſurpriz d, betray d, ſe-· 
curd, and ſent out to Tortures, and we 
hear no more of him; ſo that this is quite 
indepenclent of the other, not in the leaſt 
ſubſer vient to it ; the two Actions are car - 
ried on without any adherence to each o- 
ther, and as they are divided all along * 
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s the Play ſo the Cataſtrophe of each i is 
different and remote. | 
| Ramb. Enough! of chat; ; what eile have 


you to ſay? 
Crit. I wou'd fa | ſomething of the uns 


ity of Place: 1 confels it is not very gene- 


rous to rack any Gentleman's Play at this 


rate, but I can't forbear ſaying what juſt 
occurs tomy Obſervation, becauſe one of 
the Author's Friends brags ſo much of 


ng unities in the firſt Poem before Mes 
Play. 
Sall. Matter of Cuſtom only; ; not 


| worth regarding. 


Crit. Nay tis pretty wahr; and ro- 
ſive: His Verles are. 


"=, if Unity of dean, Time As; p. tee, 


8 e with C 1. give har mo an 


8 (Grace : 
% if Numbers, if ] eas 21 and bright 85 
Be thou fecare — 


: 


This Copy of Verles puts me in remer 
brance of the Broom on Van Tramps T op. . 
maſt-head that was to {weep the Scas: 
But with- his favour, lets run over the 


Play, and ſee if it deſerves that Character: 
I now am following him to ſee if he keeps 


up the unity of Place ſo Or as his 
Fr zend . : 
| LEO. K 'Y 1 „„ In | 


. 
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that being too great a Nicety, and the 
Invention often cramp'd by it; the In- 
dulgence of Cuſtom has allow'd the Po- 
ets an Apartment, a Gallery, a Houſe; 
but a Street has always been reckon d 
too much; for after ſuch a latitude the 
Unity is intirely loſt; and the Play may 
as well take in the compaſs of half the 
Sull. Vet nothing is more frequent. 
Crit. I diſpute. not the practice, but 
, the unreaſonableneſs of it: I know the 
Poets ha ve been Licentious to exceſs, and 
Cuſtom has wink'd at it ſo long, that 
now it is become no Crime: But to tlie 
Nay :! 8 
The firſt Scene is ſuppos d to be a Gar- - 
den belonging to the King's Palace; be 
there the feveral Interviews and all the ov 
Diſcourſes were had during the firſt, th: 
and part of the ſecond AQ, till Ar mida ou 
_ goes co make a viſit to Cimene; when 1 
the Viſit is making, which to be ſure 
Was not in the Garden, we muſt ſup- 1 
pole the Scene to be remov'd to Cime- 80 
nes Apartment; fo there's one good I th: 
Stride already, tho' we allow Cimene to Ho 


bs Ramb. the 


lodge in the Court. 


WW (7 pam TU err 
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Ramb. That' $ but from the Garden to 
che Palace. 

Cri. The Scene being Yor, the King 

comes in to perſuade Ciment, bis ſup- 
posd Daughter, to prepare to Marry 
the Prince, who was then returning from 
the Camp; ſhe, after a ſhort Conver- 
lation, forgets ſhe is in her own Apart- 
ment, turns her Back on the King, and 
Exit. Well, that's not all; the King, 
fill in the Princeſs's Apartment, has 
News of Rodomond's approach ; he for- 
gets how rude it was to receive ſuch a 
Train of travelling Soldiers in a Lady's 
Chamber, but inſtead of going to his 
own, he ſtays there, and receives. the 
Conqueror and all his Crowd. 

Ramb. A Trifle. _ 

Crit. Let me go on; the Gallantry 
between the King and the Prince being 
over; and by the by, not a word all 
this while of the Battle; the aas calls 

put to Gonſalvo e 


K. Linden Gonſalro to Armida ON 


80 they remove. to Armide's,; but where 
that is, you mult find out if you can: 
However, we will be ſo courteous to 
ſuppoſe The lodged in the Palace, where 
dhe Scene continues to Page 39, then it 
1 K 3 removes 


"£7304 


Capital Letters, a long Garden. The chang- 
ing of the Scene is contriv'd to let in the 


of Rodomond; they all meet in the Gar- 
den, and determine that matter: Then 


ment of Trumpet- muſick; and after him 
guis d, the two firſt in order to be mar- 


acted on one and the ſame Spot, which 


1 


cannot be render'd probable without a 
very Catholick”Falth, 777m. 
After this the King is to be marry'd, 
and: then the Scene muſt be remov'd 


be within Doors, and if there was not a 
Chappel within the Court, then the Scene 
might be to ſeek; but matters were not 


need of looking out for a Temple, and a 
heatheniſh Prieſt; for inſtead of being 
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known: If it was in any part of the City, 


without an Tnſurre&ion ? if not within 


Cu he? . 
A er 
— Sy — We 
2 N * 9 N 5 — 2 


removes again to the Garden. Scene in 
_ three Villains to confer about the Death 


comes the King there to an Entertain- 
Adelan and C imene, and three more, diſ- 


ry'd; and all this variety of Deſigns tranſ- 


back to the Palace; he wou'd not be 
marry'd in the Garden to be ſure, it muſt 


ſo ripe for the King's deſires, theres no 


V;!!! df , , 


© marry'd, the King is Impriſond, and 
where the Priſon was, is not ſo eaſily 


_ how cou'd they convey the King there 
the City, where was it? The Palaces 


of Kings are not Priſons; there's not 
%˙ù˙y: 22þ 3 07 CW 


— y 


R 


e 


one of che;Roy al Palaces in England has 
a Dungeon in 5 what they have in that 


Country I cant tell; but be where it 
will, it makes the Scene ſhift too oſten, 


and "rake, up too 085 0 AGAapals 3 31 tay, 


in ſtrictneſs it does {o. 
.. Ramb. And- all wo you have WH 


is, that the whole e eee. takes 


up but the Palace, and the Parts about. 
it: I think that's unreaſonable. 
Crit. Very far from being regular o- 


my word, tho if the Author's 4 N 
had ſaid nothing of i it, it hou d have palt : 
L have little to ſay to the Unity of Time; be 


for with a favourable Inter retation, a 


courteous Reader may ſuppoſe it all tranſ- 


acted in reaſonable good time; the only 


doubt is, the 3 ee of Routing; from 
. b of the Po where the Battle 


ought; that City being from the 


— Bank of the Po, about 20 Leagues; 


but I ſhall not trouble my ſelf to exa- 
mine into a matter of ſuch uncertainty, 


which, if it be out of compaſs of Time, 
is yet the greateſt Error he has made of that. 


kind, and for that reaſon may be excus d. 
 Rewh, Upon the whole, Sallen, pray 
what's your Opinion of it? 

Sul. I gave you part of my judgment 


0 wen before, 1 ſhall add che reſt now : 


K4 Wy he 


C0 


be Prince has too ck "TI W 
his Character; he quite forgets that A. 


; merich was the Murderer of his Father, f 
and an Uſbrper ſtill in his wrong; he 
furniſhes him with no manner of Reſehts: 
menc for ſo execrable a Fact, and ſuch 
continu'd Injuſtice; there's not one Line 
to let the Audience and the Reader know: 
that he ſo much as remembers his and 
his Father's Wrongs; that he ſo much as 
ever knew that Hlmerick obtain'd the 


Crown by Blood and Uſurpation, and 


that he ſtill kept it in the higheſt Pre- 
Judice of his own Right. - Another thing 


is, the King ſcems to be guilty of ſuch* 


another piece of Weakneſs, in troſting 
the Army to a Prince ſo belov dof the 
Soldiers, and one, whom, he knew in 
his Conſcience he had ſo notoriouſſy 


Wrong'd; 'twas a Confidence of a da- 
gerous nature inthe Hands of one WO 


had ſo muchireaſon to revenge his Ha 
ther's Death; but not to be prolix--. My 


third Objection is the King's Paſſion at 
that unſeaſonable Juncture: He whines 
and blubbers for a Miſtreſs, juſt in the 
heat and hurry of his Affairs; the rela- 
tion of, the Battle is deferr'd that he 
may carry on his Intrigue; and all the 


important Dependances of the State ſtand 


ſtill for this: Tis beyond tag ne 
ot 
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olf Senſe E ran tis directly eontrary 


$ we the Deſcription of that Warlike Sa- 
l to languiſn with ſo idle a 


Pall ; but: as lie manages it, tis ſo re- 
— to the Majeſty of a King, to 
the Intereſts of his Government, and to 
Probability, that no ST can make 


-X$ fourth Scruple, remains bd me, | 


and that is, the ſudden ſurprize the 
King's in Ihe Gon ſalvo puts him in 
mind of Clariſmunda his late Wife; he 
juſt then ſees in Armida the perfect re- 
ſemblance of her, and now no longer 
doubts but ſhe is her Daughter: This 
is a Wretched reſerve. to help out Irene' 8 


Diſcovery: Cou'd the King that ſaw her 
every Day, not ſee this before? Lovers 


are curious, and have Eyes that pierce 
into every Feature of their Miſtreſſes; 


no Line eſcapes their Obſervation. and 


Hlattery; and cou'd not he find out this 
Similit ude before? he neither cou'd for- 
get his Wife's Image, nor love his 


Daughter ſo long without viewing in 
her Beauty the fame likeneſs which he 


afterwards difecovers;; {4c 

_ : »My-laſt Objection is, that * 5 3 2 
yer! Which Albarer makes, does not 
1e 


em to have ſufficient provocation from 
what he pretends: He begs Euphelia of 


his 


L 


2 5 351 - z 
his Patron, as thi Reward of his Ser vices; 
his Patron pretends to be iagaged to 
another, which refuſal makes Albarer fly 
aut into Diſcontent. I ſee no reaſon that 
he ſhon'd ask his Patron for What was 
as much in his own power as in his; 
why did he not try to win her by Ad- : 

dreſs? or if ſhe were Coy, why mi 
not he reſolve to ſecure her i in that Ex- 
ed Confuſion which was to come? 
Muſt this Toy make xa Breach between 
three ſuch .confederated Villains? Vil- 
lains that were to ſacrifice their So 
for the hazard of an uncertain Treacher) 
She never was in Maleſpines power; {| ſhe 
might more probably have been in AL 
bazer's, becauſe: Mai, hadcother Buſineſs 
to mind than. captivating /'of Women; 
and Albazer almoſt idle, having the Cit- 
tadel in his Hands, might without ask- 
ing any body's conſent have carry'd her 
there, for his Luſt or hat other Rnd 
he pleaſed. - een 
Thheſe, which: L have achfionn are 
Eſcapes, without which no Poet can 
write any thing of this kind; but tak- 
ing it altogether, the Play is more Uni- 
form than ſome of our late Tragedies; 
but for e the V erfificarion 1 have borhing 
1 0 


„ 137 - Crit 


, e e, 
Crit. I ſhall never conſent to allow 


the Language ſo much as tolerable; tis 
too low and familiar, too near the level 
of Converſation, and ; what's yet -worle, : 
almoſt every where Proſe. I wonder the 
Author ſhou'd let his firſt Play, on which 


he was to build his future Reputation, 
eſcape him with fo little Art: His Thoughts 
are ſometimes good, and in ſome places 
well expreſt, ſo that it does not appear 
an- incapacity of deing better, but Neg- 
ligence or too great an Affectation of 
following Nature. I might add, that 
the Lombards did not conquer Italy till 
long after the time of the Goths, which 
brings into ſufpicion the very Founda- 


tion of the Play; for then Almerict coud 


not uſurp the Throne in wrong of any 
Lombard, for before the Innundation of 


the Lombards, the Goths were all extinct. 
Ramb. Well Gentlemen, we have ſaid 


enough, and ought to beg the Gentle- 
man's Pardon for ſaying ſo much; let's 
either enter u 
the Part. n 
Sull. To the Park then for an Hours 
Walk, and from thence to the Funeral, 
D TAN 92 


| Crit, Is that Acted to Night? 
Sal. For the benefit of Wilks. 


7 
8 
1 
? » 
8 


pon another, or adjourn to 


C2 
Runb. Faitli Gentlemen, a very good * 
occaſion; Wilks deſerves i ingouragechent; 


becauſe. he takes Pans 


Crit. Too much: His Feet never ſtand 
ſtill; he is like the Pendulum of a Clock, 
perperually ſhuffling from one {ſido 
rother ; that affected levity in his Heels 
renders him as Antick/as' Griffin is Stiff 
and Formal; they too make he: N 
Antitheſis in the World. 

Sull. If the Play is not too long we 
will conclude with a Bottle at the Roſe: 


| I don't remember much Aging and 5 


2 
| — ay. 
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Ramb. Twill be over at Nine, and 
that's — time; ae 1 8 5 to 5 


wo. end us! What a hurry of 
Sin is in this Houſe! . 


= H rene which is the p proper 
Iniquity of a Tavern, is here the moſt 
excuſable Sin; ſo many other Sins over- 


. it, tis hardly {cen in the Crowd. 
5 - . | 


* 


9 5 ; EE 1 0 WOT IS OTINE ö 9 
* * 98 9 r N T 2 N 9 > * % wein * _ _—— * *) * , 
1 9 ” y a N 1K AF CC Fug VG ITT £3 9 1. nnn N 
* : , * 

« - 

* 1 A * 
7 = 
* 7 2 
- 
— 
5 4 
* 5 th 4 7 - 
+ 4 
8 * 
' ” 
- 


e x 1 7 bale ruck Hin 
here 4 Man muſt run the Gantlet be- 
tween a double Row of vizard Masks, 
that fnatch at your Charity like ſo ma- 
ny High- way Beggars; the Butchery in 
the Dog-days is not more offenſive. 

Sull. This Houſe is the very Camp 
1 Sin; ; the Devil ſets up his black Stand- 
ard in the Faces of theſe hungry Har- 
lots, and to enter into their Trenches, 
is going down to the bottomleſs Pit ac- 
cording to the Letter. _ 
 Ramb, The Compariſon. holds good 
even to the Fire and Brimſtone, _ 
' Sufl. Shall we take a Room? Dag 


Drawer 1 why muſt we ſtand here ſo 


long? 


Bram. O Lard! . We are 


ſo full... coming Sir.... I don't know 


where. ., coming Sir, coming. , to put you. 


Crit. The Houſe ſwarms; a Man may 


fooner catch the Plague here than a Cold. 


Draw. Really Mr. Chagrin, Il do 
what T can- Ounde Sir, coming. to get 


you a back * to be out of this noiſe; 


ut WE are: ty and by, Pax o'this 


Bar. Bell, it never lies filk—— ſo over- 


bein d with Women, tis Work for a 


Scavenger to keep the Houle clear. 


Crit. Prithee don't overwhelm us with 


_ oy 8 8 but put us any here * | 
3 Or 


— — 


of this Crowd, into the Cellar, or into 
the Garret, where thou wilt, for qther- 


5 Oh! here's a Room ewpey, the 
Company is. going. 
Ramb. Conſiſting of two Rakes and | 
| three Strumpets. 
Sull. See another Company is broken 
up, confiſting of four Rakes and two 
Ser umpets: How were they divided? 
Crit. To anſwer ſuch a Queſtion wou'd 
be as bad as being of their Company; ; 
ris a filthy Propofition. £ 
Ramb. Drawer, prithee x o before, and 
_ cleanſe the Room; ; ſet the Chairs in 
their places again, and open the Caſe- 
ments, that freſh Air may come in, h 
the polluted go out. e 
Draw. It ſhall be done Sir. Gs cl 
Crit. Foh, the Room ſmells like a 
prilon: 1 wou d not be anſwerable for 
all the Wickedneſs that has been cotn- 
mitted on this Spot, for the beſt Reve- 
nue in Europe: Tho I were as holy as 
his Hohneſ, it wou'd undo me. 
Sull. But did you hear the Nes: 5 
Ramb. What News? i 
Sal. The Trial between the Fly 
Hoaſes and Infor mers, for Prophane, Im 
ret, Tops, eee, and L Ene t : 


: as _ 4 


: 
. 

1 3 

> a 


re 
"IP lone how many ſad things unerdand 
polen on the Stage. 


; «#4 SF ** * 2 8 4 ; * 


Cri. Who were the perſons that ſpoke | 

em and what were the words? / 1 
Full. Batterton, Brace: girdle, Ben. John- 1 
and others; but the words may not 1 
repeated: Are you ſo cunning! For =. 
ie: TLknow, Critict, youre a Spy; Iv 
oy: are ſly Rogues, they ſay, and lurk. =: 
in all Companies ſor matter of Accula-. 4.4 
Wig, that a Man is not lafe, tho he be 1 
with the Miniſter of the Pariſh, 1 
Nenb. Why, bon geen Raſcal! ſt 
doſt thou, take us for Refo gps! and, „ 


Trepans? 

. Nay, I don't accuſe you. of 3 
any way reform'd; but they ſay, they: 
have made it criminal to en He: 
words ; is nat; that ſtrange? 25 
Cris Ay by my Faith is 78 in ie: 
rhey' m e it dangerous to ask What's 
a Clock, leſt it be interpreted, that at 
ſuch an Hour a Man has an Appoint- 
ment with a.” Miſtreſs, But however, 
if the Charge was well proyd againſt 
the Ackers, they ought to be Find; but 


= _ not the, Tarent, 


ull. The Poets have -been i in 85 ie.” 

ble already, and NOW they Were for 3 1 
Souſing the Actars; the two firſt were 1 
5 find, but the latter was —— 1 
wo re. 


W- 


OT Lg” 
C3." Tis ft both Por and" Play 
* be corrected for their Immorality 


paſſes tliro 
queſtion if it be Truth, and at belt there's 


Aa allay of Cant and Hypocriſy in their 


Zeal. I have heard odd: Stories of ſome 
of the pretetided ' Reformers; and" ris not 
the worſt : of em; this: That they ſtrole 
about the” Streets at Nigbe in Couples; 
one ſhall pick up a Strumpet for the 
4 avern, uſe her for his Luft, and his 
vinrade #fterwards#ceuſe her, orcom- 

r the 'Offence for Money. 

Sull. I have heard ſeveral of that ijad; 


and I believe em; nay; I know an'Al- 


ſembly of theſe Proſe ors in the Strand, 
that meet once a Week to confectate ne- 
Members, or to eonfirm the old: and when 
they have any thing to do for the futrher 


_ eſtabliſhment of their pious Deſign, they! 


meer under a Twelve-penny Penalty, 
and having met, the 
is, to Prayers; then riſe, Men and Wo⸗ 
men, kiſs ond fall into a Dance, be 
very led with” ene another s Hands, 


and then conclude with a Bowl of Punch 
Ramb. A hopeful way of Riforming 


truly! But what's all this to us? 
290 Lou N true; 5 is Chas heavy for 
| EI 310 our 


"= 
bur 1 dg not like the Accuſation that - 
ro” ſuch Hands; tis often a 


y fall to Work, that | 
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our Converſation + L talk an forhe- 
thing . 

Ramb. Of the Play we are come from, 
or of any dther: Well be * to no 
Subject. | 
"Sell Tis Ae Matter to talk 
of this Play; the Town has given it 
ſuch applauſe, *cwill be an ungrateful 
undertaking to call their Judgments i in 
nn 1 

Ramb. Sure you won't condemn what 
10 many good Judges have approv d. 

Full. * directly condemn it: We 
count that Horſe a good Racer that comes 

within diſtance: I ſhall agree with tlie 
Opinion thus far, that it is a diverting 
Play, and that it is writ with Care and 
Underſtanding; that the Author's Inten- 
tions are noble, and that it is in ans. 
places a juſt and lively Satyr. 
Rab. I hear the Gentleman is a fine 

Companion, and ae for a Wit of the 
firſt Rank. PF, 
all. By his Play 1 hall never allow . 

ou that: I can Allow: you this, that 

e ſeems a good judge of Comedy; that 
he has touch'd ſome things very juſtly; 
that his Viees are new, and his Characters 
not ill dran. Bol 
| Rab. And the contrivance admira- 


bie? 11 8 
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Sal. By no means: Tho' he ſeems to 
know how to form a Play, yet his Play 
does not appear very much to juſtifie it: 
I don't think his Contrivance within the 
compaſs of humane Policy; one Turn in 
it eſpecially, which is indeed the only 


/ ↄ HT ca: 
RNRumb. If you are for having every 
thing in a Flay as we have it in reality, 
that is, according to ſtrict Truth or Pro- 
bability, a Poet has no more to do than an 
Hiſtorian: Alaſs, you muſt allow for In- 
vention, Accidents, Surprizes, Diſap- ; 
pointments, Paſſions and Adventures un- 8 
expected, and what not? Without theſe 
a Play will troll on as ſleepily as a Ser- 
mon or a School Declamatio . 5 
Sull. I wou'd have a Play founded ei- 2 
ther on Truth, or ſome Story very near 1 
it; aut Veram aut Verifimilem; I wowd 4 
have every Scene made probable, and of 
force to make an impreſſion on the Fancy: 
Nor muſt you ſay this is not to be done, 
what d'ee yee think of Sir Fopling, Plain 
dealer, She wou d if ſhe cou d, ſeveral of 
Shakeſpear's, ſome of Fletchey's, all Ben's; 
_ theſe Nature is followed ſocloſe,' we take 
the Picture to be the Life; nor are they 
leſs diverting, for being confin'd with - 
Lis in this particular a Play differs 1 
5 JJ , a 
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From A Romance; Ohe is the repreſentack 
on of humane Nature, the other repre- 
ſents Nature on the Rack; One ſhews us 
what we are, rhe other ſhews us whar 
we never can be. If a Poet ſhou'd 
Jumble together half a dozen Perſons in- 
to a Comedy, bring em down from the 
Clouds in a Machine, and make em 
move and talk by Incliantment, wou'd 
not the Audience think ſuch A Fellow 
out of his Wits? _ | 
Ramb. Then what do you ſay to * 
dew s Ampitryo or the two Solas? 
Sul. I think it as very and ſubſtantial a 
Farce 48 Scapin, or the Emperor of the 
Moon: Nor can all the Authority of 
Ancient and Modern Poets, not the au- 
thority of Plaut is, or Moliere, who wrote 
'on the ſame. Fable, make it otherwile. 
ERamb. Dryden calls it a Comedy. 
SGuall. I care not what he calls it; if 
he called it a T ragedy, he had aſſurance 
enough to bear it out in a Preface; ; but 
let him call it what he will, tis (till as 
vile Farce as ever he raild againſt, and e- 
very thing that is ſo repugnant to Truth 
or Poſſibility 1s the ſame. _ 
EReamb. Is that all the diference be- 
tween Comedy and Farce? 
Slull. Not all; there is in the contexture 


; of one and che other a very great diffe- 
f L 2 ence; 
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rence; for in Farce the Author is not tied 
to the ſame ſeverity of Rules as in Come- 
ay; Farce is more loofe and diſengaged, 
not cramp'd by Method, or meaſure of 
Time or other Unity: Tis a Hodge-podge 
of Adventures, things: reaſonable mixt 
with things unreaſonable; the Sword 
and the Gown, the black Cloak and 
the Caſſock, the powder'd Peruque and 
the cropt-car'd Cut, the twiſted Steen- 


kirk and the Band of Geneva, Hercules 
and the Diſtaff, and what not? Juſt as if 


War were to be waged againſt Senſeand 
Uniformity, and! the quidlibet audendi 
were all that the Poet is toſtudy. _ 

Rab. And what do you infer from all 


this ? : 


Beauties in it, this is not a juſt Comedy; 
ſome things are very well, but the Prin- 
cipal very much amiſs. 1 


— 


we ſhall certainly have thee affronted for 


thy Hereſie: Can you pretend to make | 


out what you ſay?,. 


1 


Saull. Ay, indeed can I, and am ready 
with my Evidence when you will. 


Rami 
Crit. J am directly pf Opinion, that 
the Town is ſometimes, the worlt Judge 


i . 
i++. % 
% 4 


A 


Sall. I infer, that notwithſtanding ſome 


Ramb, Sure thou art out o'thy Senſes; 


Are you of that Opinion too, 


my 


p 
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in the World; - tis like the monſter Poly- | 
phemus with one Eye, that ſees every 
thing imperfeCtly : If this is not fo, I 
wonder how it cou'd applaud a Play with 
o = _ Deformities. 
|. Hye day! I have mended: the 
1 finely; why, you rail worſe than 
he, but poſitively you are both Mad. 

Crit. Thate railing; but ſpeaking Truth 
is often now a days ſo call'd: I am di- 
rectly of Sullen's Judgment in what he 
ſays: Many exceptions may be made 
againſt it, ſome of no very confiderable 
moment, but ſome of 'em fundamental 
and irreconcilable. 

Ramb. Better and better faith; 1 
"ſhall have a fine time on't between you. 

Crit. But the better to judge of it, it 
will be convenient firſt to take a general 
ſurvey of it, and then putting the ſeveral 
parts together, ſum up the Fable i in few 
— Words.” 1 

Suall. Pray: let us beg that favour of 

6 

Crit. Lobſerv'd it ſo attentively, that 

it's {till freſh in my Memory: As well as 

I can, take the Fable thus. 


| Lord Brumpton hoving' lately bad. „ 

8 Fit, and ſuppoſed by all the Fa- 

225 ut Truſty, to be deaa, becauſe * that 
L 3 . 


AW 


Fit; is defired by Truſty to make uſe of their 
Opinion of his Death, to obſerve the Senti- 
ments and Behaviour of his Family, but eſ- 
pecially of his Wife, who had been long ſuſ- 
pected by Truſty: Accordingly Sable the 
Vndertaker is retain'd in the Secret, and 


the Plot is carryd on againſt Lady Brump- 


ton: Lord Hardy and Campley are intri- 


gued with Sharlot and Harriot, two Orphans 
in ward with Lord Brumpton, which Ladies 
live in the 1 with him, and without any 

knowleage of the Plot purſue their own Af. 


feirs; Cabinet is an old Crony of Lady 


Brumpton's and ſtill her Creature; the 
Lawyer and Waiting-woman. are little 
to the purpoſe. Lord Brumpton tales the 
hint from Truſty, does as he adviſes, and 
continues to let them believe him dead: This 


gives him opportunities of ſeeing his Wife's 


of her Hypocriſie, reveals himſelf, and af- 


ter ſome perplexity about a Settlement, ſhe 


i found to ha been formerly marry'd 10 
Cabinet, and ſo dimiſt with ſhame. This 


is the Plot and the chief Argument; the 
Amours and the reſt are of inferiour 
. conſideration, and in the Author's-awn 


Phraſe, Sabaltern. 
Sull. You have ſum 


7 


Man's death, and under that Circum- 


ſtancs 
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Sull. \ d it up right, ſo 
that the Play runs on the ſuppoſition of a 


5 * 
*. * 
* 
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ſtance the ſeveral pranks are perform'd: 


Now that which ſeems incredible, is, 


that a Man of any Rank or Relations, 
mMou'd lye dead ſo long, and no body ſee 
him; that neither his Wife (whoſe deſire 
of his Death required as full aſſurances 


_ as twas poſſible to get) ſhou'd not gra- 


tifie her cruel Curioſity in viewing him, 
and confirming her Security; that nei- 
ther of the Orphan Siſters, who liv'd in 
the Family, and who were well affected 


to him, ſhou'd be deſirous to look on 


him, nor for Satisfaction nor for Sor- 


Tow : that Aa Man of his Quality ö ſhou'd: 


be Coffin'd. up, and all things provided 
for the Interment, and not ſo much as 


4 Friend, E Servant, or the common 
Searchers inquire after his Death, tis 


ſtrange. 


Crit. Tis ſo; but I will tell you what 
is ſtranger; and that is, that immediate- 


ly upon his Death, and all the while 
the Corps is ſuppoſed to lye in the Houſe, 
the ſeveral Intrigues of the Play are car- 
ry'd on: Firſt Sharlot and Harriot, un- 
der the ſame Roof, and at the Moment 
of his death, are openly drolling and rail- 


lying each other about their Sweet- 


hearts; but that is not enough, preſent- 
ly Fardingale, a Servant in the Houle, 
Comes in with a Song, and ſqueals it to 
„„ Ld: - > RI 
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the Lute, while Campley's Hat ſer ves for 
a Desk to lay it on: Is not this an odd 
Projoguc: to a Funn?! 


Sull. The moſt abſurd contrivance that 
ever was; and I thank you for the hint; 

it had eſcap d me truly, „ 

Crit. Horace ſays, 


Infelix operis Summa, qui ponere totam, 
Neſciat “ „ 
5 Epiſt. ad Piſon. 
And what ſhall we ſay to the reſt when 
the Foundation is ſo ill laid! Well, the 
old Woman not ſinging it to their Minds, 
 Campley, who is a Gentleman of Senſe 
and Manners, is deſired to ſing it; he 
preſently does it without any excuſe or 
regard to the ſad occaſion that requir'd 
another ſort of Behaviour, and no ſooner 
is that over, but he Gallants her with his 
Love in an Air of the greateſt levity, and 
_ The hears him with all the Pleaſure he 
cou'd delire ! then to compleat the Scene, 
the Widow her ſelf ruſhes in, and helps 

out the Converſation and Drollery. 
Sull. That was an unhappy overſight: 
I have not read any thing ſo guilty. 
Crit. Moſt abominable : I do not in- 
fiſt upon the Widow's. Humour, but her 
DCondugt; as the Character is to 8 
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her a Hypocrite, ſo ſhe ought to have diſ- 
ſembled her Joy in the preſence of thoſe 
who were her Enemies: The Ladies had 
violent ſuſpicion of her Falſhood, there- 
fore ſhe ſhou'd have put on a Face of 
gloom and melancholy ; nor was there 

in this Scene any occaſion to ſhew her 
ſelf, much leſs to diſplay her Joy ar ſuch 

a juncture: This is bad enough, but that 
the Perſons of Probity, as SHarlot, Har- 
riot, Campley; nay even the Lord's own 
Son, ſignal for his Vertue and Sincerity, 
ſhou'd forget ſuch a doleful Moment, 

and Burlesk away the Days of Mournin 

in Mirth and Fooleries of Love, is dif. 
agreeable and monſtrous. n e 
Ramb. I am of Opinion with you in 


that; but the Audience was in too great 


à hurry to mind it. ; 
Crit. The whole Oeconomy of the 
Play runs on this very point: As I told 
vou, the Lard Hardy, who was the De- 
ceaſeds Son (and by the way, has all 
__ advantages of Piety and Honour that the 
|. Poet cou'd give him) I ſay, even he too 
_- inſtead of lamenting his Father's ſuddain 
| Death, (tho* he had reaſon enough, for 
he was to fall into worſe Hands) never 
| ſhews the leaſt concern, nor mentions it 
but once, and that is, when he remem- 
ö bers he is now cut off from his hopes of L 
„„ | Tas 
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lief of one gaſp of Air; that ſhe ſhou'd 


his Father, he only Sighs for his Miſtreſs, 


and within a Wanſcoat of his Father's 
Corps, with all the gaiety imaginable 
purſues his Intrigues: The reſt of the 


Action is of a piece, and altogether is 


unſeaſonable, barbarous and ſhocking. 


Ramb. I don't know what to ſay to't; 


you have reaſon on your ſide; for conſi- 
dering the Circumſtances every way, it 


ſeems a little too much ſtrain'd, 
Cri. This reduces this ſo celebrated 


Comedy to the indignity of the vileſt 


Farce; and which renders it ſtill more 


unlike Comedy, is the manner of Shar- 


lots eſcape out of the Houſe. 


oy 


Sul. I had that in my Eye with the 


firſt appearance of the Cataſtropbe; I 
thought it too groſs for humane Faith. 
Crit. You remember how it is: Lord 


Hardy's Men are to ſet on the Corps as 


it is to be carried out to thę Grave, un- 
der a weak pretence of claiming the Ad- 
miniſtration: Hardy does as he is direct- 
ed, and having ſeiz d the Herſe, he goes 
to open it, expecting to ſee his Father, 
but out jumps Lady Sharlot: This is ſur- 
prizing beyond all belief, that a Lady of 
her delicacy ſhou'd be Coffin'd up, and 


kept cloſe ſome Hours, without the re- 


* 


* 


3 ee 
the Eſtate; but inſtead of ſighing for 


* 9 * 


% 


Wks ws 


be carried ofit in ſuch ſolemnity, and 
by all the terrible Equipage of Death to 
be put into a condition of dying in good 


earneſt, only to make her eſcape to her 
Lover if that be Comegy, I have done 
with the Stage. © 

Sull. It's forc'd for a ſurprize without 
any manner of provocation; ſhe-might 


have got out o Doors in ſuch a Confuſion | 


without ſtudying that Artifice. 


Crit. Nor has Cabinet's diſcovery of 


his prior Marriage with Lady Brampton a 
ſufficient Cauſe; Traſty ſays, he diſco- 
ver'd it becauſe he was frighted with the 
imagination of. ſeeing Lord Brumpton's 
Ghoit; What can be more childiſh ? for 
- © Fellow of his ſtubborn. wickedneſs to 
be bubbl'd with the Notion of a Spirit; 
 *is boyiſh and ridiculous. 

Sull, One thing more I obſerv'd: Sa- 
Lle the Undertaker, who in the ſecond 


Ad was menac'd by Traſty ſor his Ro- 


guery and Extortion, goes off unpuniſh'd, 
.contrary to the Law of Comedy. | 

Ramb.. The Poet reckon'd him ſuffi- 
_ ciently punifh'd in having his Men beat 
: * and the F Aae Proceſſion i interrupt: 
. How can, that be any puniſh- 
ment to him, when he was in that Scene 
of the W Act . the ſame Re- 


wars 


. * * n * 2 * „ 9 . 
IE" — 9 ö a * N . 5 5 22 ; Cs Sd "70 6 W E N * : 2 Ps 
FR” ö 1 0 * = N ö 3 A * * - ES. * 3 R N CODES ED * 9 9 
On n 8 p — LP 2 1 . CURE - 
- 1 N 3 
* : 9 1 \ : 
— - C> » * 
. . 
* 
—— i 8 
5 2 
£ 1 $1 . 
5 — 
* 


ward for keeping the 8801, as he Was 


to receive for the Funeral? and without 


donbt the Money was paid, 
Ramb. How do you know har 95 


Sul. Becauſe we hear nothing to the | 
| N if Truſty, who had the man- 


agement of the Plot had a mind to bilk 


him, he ſhou'd ha' told us fo. 


Cri. This being the Foundation of the - 


Play, it admits of an imputation very 


diferent from the Character it has ob- 
tain'd : But to make the Author amends, 


we muſt own he has touch'd the Humour 
of ſome of our modern Widows, and the 
_ Knavery of thoſe Undertakers very lucki- 


1y ; this latter is a new Satyr, but the firft 
has once before, and but once ſuccesfully, 
been upon the Stage; as T remember tis 


. Shaleſßear s Paritan, or Widow of Watling- 


ſtreet, where the diſſimulation of theſe 
Widows is pleaſantly deſcrib'd. 

_ Ranb. I hope you will allow his Inci- 
dents to be juſt, natural, and very ſa- 
tyrical; that of the Lawyer, and rhat of 


the Recruits are extreamly diverting. 


Sull. But that of the Freneh Manteau 


f Woman impertinent, and Campley's dif- 


guiſe in her Maids Cloths an old trick, 5 
ridiculous apa" 'vitweceflaty.” | 


oy Ramb. 


1 


[oak 11 you will not allow the Plat, 
pray what do you think of the Langs- 


age? 


Mens Opinions be beſt : but I muſt ac- 
| knowledge, whether it be the misfortune 


of my Ignorance, or love of another kind 


of Stile, I have no reliſh for his; nay, I 
| * it altogether impraned TE, Come- 
„ Thar s very hard. | 
Crit. It may be my 8 1 
but it ſeems to me too conciſe and ſtiff: 
I declare for the plain and eaſie way of 
Converſation, where a Man's Mind may 
be underſtood without telling his. Story 


twice; and I think ſuch a Dialogue 
_ ought to be in Comedy, eſpecially in duch 


places where the Hearers are to be pre 
par'd for ſome great Undertaking, as in 


the Scene between Lord Brampton and 
Tru) in the firſt, and between Treſty | 


and Cabinet i in the fourth Act. 


Ramb. You mean that of the Letter 
which Cabinet 1 is ſuppoſed to. have ſent 


to him. 

Crit. The ſame; T od” have you 
"apprehend me right, I do not arraign the 
Net for ſhadowing his Flows, but I may 


* 


** | * 


© Cri. For ought I: 3 P Author 
may value himſelf on that Talent; nay, 
perhaps that ſort of writing may in ſome 
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juſtly. blame him for delivering himſelf 
 ſ6 enigmatically as he meant to puzzle 
us with a Riddle; his Words do not ſo 
much as ſquint on the Deſign, nor in- 
deed are they to be well underſtood; as I 
remember they are theſe Cabinet ſays 1 
Being born ' a Gentleman and bread out of 
all Roads of Induftry, I fell into the nar- - 
row mind to do fo and ſo — Road of In- 
aaſtry is an odd Phraſe, ' and falling into 
the narrow mind, is Nonſenſe : I obſerv'd 
afterwards that Interview was to back 
tue Letter, which I ſuppoſe contain'd the 
diſcovery of his Marriage with | Lady 
Brumpton. Again, the chief Scene in the 
Play, which is the opening of the firſt 
Plot between the Lord and raſty, is ob- 
ſcure; nor coud I with all my attention 
underſtand what they meant till the Play 
was almoſt over, and ſeveral Gentlemen 
who fat near me were perplext with the 
ſame doubt. Again, Trim tells T. re 7 
thar his Lord will wait him immediately 
Why not wait on him? I hate that af- 
fectation of gelding a Sentence, tis too 
ſtarcht and Laconick for Comedy; Again, 
Tos are the Man who loot d ſo pleas d to ſee 
me look ſo fine to go to Court, which is 
ill expreſt by all the /s and to's, and a 
childiſh Thought to boot, from a Man 
of ſo ſolemn à Mien as Truth. The 


3 L 159 1 | 
Examples are innumerable——— take 
theſe two out of thePrologue for all the reſt. 


oer Aarler made, 4 full Houſe to in. 
une 
4 Funeral 4 Comedy fo Night. 


T he Words are writ and pointed in the 
| NO as 1 wget em. : THE" next 


N 


Moi in old Engla nd nothing can be won, 
rer a faction good or all be done. 


What a en tranſpoſiti tion of Words 
here is! If any Man underſtands em at 
firſt: hearing, III forfeit my Ears for de- 
ceiving _— 

Sull. What think you of ſeveral of 
his long Parentheſes * 
» Cri. In Difcourſe they are highly i im- 

proper, becauſe the Parentheſis gal of 
a diſtinct Senſe from the reſt of the Sx Pest. 
and having no Mark in ſpeaking t to di- 
vide one from the other, as there is in 
writing, they muſt be confounded toge- 
ther: But there is no need of uſing 
any at all; for I'll undertake to talk a 


| Vhote Day together, and not uſe one. 


fm 


Ramb. Nay, now you aſſume; do you 
compare your _ with the Author? 
þ 5 Crit. 


_ 


* » 
. So 
160 J 
' 2 b 


5 I underſtand my Mother Tongue 


well enough to talk it with the Author, 


or any body elſe; I hope there's no 
great. vanity in ſaying I can talk . Exg- 


liſh. 


Corre muſt b On) | 
and keep your ſelf out of Cenſure, 
- Cxz. I affirm no more than you, or 
any body may do in this matter ofthe 


Parentheſis : I believe I can ſhew you 
forty good Plays without one, and you 
will hardly ſhew me one good Play that 


uſes them. 


2 


Kanb. I ſhall not mention any Plays; 


but woe be to poor Cicero then; if they 
are Faults, his Orations deſerve to be 


burnt, for they ſwarm with em. 


Crit. I know it, and was ready to 
but thoſe are 
ſome late Writers 
Nor were they his only Vices; his long 
Periods, as When the Nominative Caſe 
and the Verb ſhall be a whole Page 
aſunder, his tedious Excurſions, and 
I may add, his Affectation, are fignal 


, 3 


obviate your Inſtance; 
Ciceros blemiſhes, as i 


Blots in him: But this does not become 
us, nor is it to our purpoſe any further. 
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Ramb. If your Vanity ends there, tis 
8 but when you undertake to 
ct, you mult. be upon your Guard, 


DDr 
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6 , * Tor 1 55 | . 
1 Did you ever read the Chriſta : 


Hero: * | 
OS Yes, what do you mean by ask- 

me.? 1 p.. 
1 {Rombe Pray don? c be angry- 1 it not 


an extraordinary thing 2. ; 
Crit. You're enough to make 1Man 


- m Grande Sophocleo carmen bacchamur 
hiatu, Nothing but Rapture both in Poe- 


try and Proſe. 
- Ramb. How very wa foiſh! 1 Cad lack! 


a Man cannot have a civil Anſwer to 
a civil Qgeſtion. 55 
Crit. Your. Queſtion is impertinent, 
and I begin to be ſick o' the Office: But 
let me hear it again. | 
Ramb. Not from me Faith, "Yr! as 
ſick of your Surlineſs, as you can be of 


my Impertinence. 
Sull. Pray Gentlemen, jet me ſtickle; ; 


TI-muſt; have no civil Wars; good Trin- 
- ' ealy' and Stephano, ſhare the Iſland be- 
twixt you; and let me be your Embaſ. - 
_ of Peace: I'll propoſe the Queſtion 
again; Dont you think the, Chriſtian 
Tero an extraordinary thing? 
Crit. Look ye Sir —— to anſwer 
you- -Dogmatically, and in few words. . 


Ke. Vey Dograagcaly truly! 
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Fall. Come, your reaſon cen your 


* reaſon. | 'th W 

Crit. Thus then briefly : *Tis a Chaos, | 
*is a confuſion of T houghts, rude and 
indigeſted ; tho' he had the advice of 
an ingenious Man to "PU: it into! Me- 
thod. , Bh were 
Kanz. Say you fo? chat 8 more han : 


Crit. Tis Dated FIR the: tower. 


guard, as a Prefent to his Colonel, thathis 

| Col6he! might think him even in time 
of Duty a very contemplative Soldier, 

and I ſuppoſe by the roughneſs of the 
Stile, he writ it there on __ Butt· end 

of a "Maſquer. mne 06 T8 


Sl. Huſh! a6 Reprotches the Gen- 


tleman has done very wen, and nr a 
_— Subject, = | 


Ramb. I; bore two Bäktios 


Crit. It did not; it Was Pöt 3 
printed, nor is all that Impri 
tis a Trick of the Bookſeller” to get it 


Off. 8 n, 


Nass. weh, Im ſbeey 1 eat? t bring 


you to my good Opinion of the Author. 


Crit. And perhaps Fdon't think much 


worſe of him than you do: I wou'd 
not take every thing on truſt from com- 
mon Fame; 1 Wal 2 8255 a | 


eſſion fold; 


—_— 


„ 


in all things, and that ſhall be to mea 


Law. : 


| Ramb.. What you pleaſe; but ſay 
Tels you Will, im ſtill preſerve my O- 


2 pinion. 


rn. Haage ed Snow to be 
black, what- care 'I for that? Some 


People have ſuch exquiſite fine Noti- 
ons, they ' prove the Moon ſhines by 


Days and the Sun ſhines by Night; am 


; I bound to believe what they believe? be 
No Sir, do you think as you will, ſo 


will I; but pray let me know the mean- 
ing of this piece of Wit, The firſt thing 
after. their Death is to take care ＋ their 
Life. Is that good Senſe ? 

 Safl, He meant that for a Wieticiſin; 
Crit. I know he did: But this brings 


into my Head a Bull of a country Fel- 


low's that I knew, who always when 
he walk'd over a certain part of the 
Church- yard, uſe to ſay, HI live and 
ao well, II. be buryd in this place. And 
of another ſuch Blunderer, who in pious | 
remembrance of his firſt Wife, and in 
very geod earneſt, uſed very frequently 
to drink her Health. bo 

Ramb. Stuff Sir, ſtuff; you know the 
Ae means, it is the care of their 
35 0 and not of the Dead. a 
M 2 (rn. 


; 5 105 x: 
I don't know what he means, 
"nor am I oblig'd to ſtudy a meaning 
for him: I am ſure his words do not 
interpret his Meaning that way. 
Sal. And fora Specimen of his Gram- 
mar, take this, Lady Hurr. lays to Sharl. 
Lord! what ſtenifies Teeth ? There's the 
ſingular and plural Number at variance ; 
iy pray what is the Engliſh of this 
Sentence? reflecting on So eaſineſs of 
being conquerd, ſhe ſays ——_ Shell. 
laugh to death to fee me out of my Pan-. 
tofles. What that barbarous word is to 
expreſs to the Audience I don't under- 
ſtand; if ſhe means Statelineſs and Pride, 
as that obſolete Term has: ſignified ſome 
Ages ago; Buskins wou'd ha been more 
a 1 much more on the Heroick : 
Again, by and by e. ſays to his 
Friend 5 Lord. Hardy, I the Lady 
were 4 Cannon, you'd na in the mouth of 
her. A Cannon is a ſtrange, compariſon 
to a Lady, a very odd Image to ex 
the Beauty and Jenderneſs of a Miſtreſs; | It 
and to be in the Mouth of habe: 18 As, 
plealant. 3 «. t 
Crit. But the Author 9h a able at 
piece of Gallantry in the Three hundred to 
V 
D 
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Pound Bill: But why. payable to the 
Man? In all Senſe and Reaſon, that 
Ps made it a Gift to the Man, and not ee 
| | the 


% 


\ 
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Trim, in the narration of his ſucceſs 


with Mademoiſelle, ſays, That ſhe being 


mouv'd by theſe Promiſes —— . wou'd do 


ſuch and ſuch matters for them, G. 


but we hear of no Promiſes, nor any 


thing like em; it's juſt become an In- 
trigue between Trim and her, but we 


hear of no Love nor Lover's Promiſe. 


 Remb. Perhaps it ſhou'd ha? been Pre- 


wen, and then it had been Senſe. 


Crit. In the ſame Act the Lady in os | 


7 Converſation with Lord Hardy, talks of 


a Brother Death, whoſe Memory is dear 
to'her; it ſeems: he dy'd abroad, and 
ſhe condoles her Misfortune in the re- 
ſemblance there is between her Lord 
and her Brother: This, in my Opini- 
on, is not only impertinent, but by no 
means to be admitted into Comedy; ſuch 


Images are too afflicting, and do not 
ree with the Nature and Gayety of 


that kind of Drama : s All Ideas of diſtreſs 


are to be baniſh d, and our Lives only 


to he repreſented, with the Humours, 
Vices, and Viciſſitodes of em; but our 
Deaths not to be mention d, not ſo much. 
| 4s . — But as what Trat, 
M7: „ 


| the Maſter; if honeſt Trin had kept the 
Money, no common Law in Eaglnd 
cou'd ha' taken it out of his Hands. 
Then, in the beginning of the third Ads, 


. SS ___ 
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fays afterwards, that his Bather had 
taught Lord Brumpton, the Exerciſe of 
Arms, 'tho? the Lord Was a Colonel, 
and tother. only a Captain in his Lord- 
ſhip's Regiment--- I ſay, as the Author 
15 a better Soldier than 1 it becomes me to 
ſubmir that controverſy. to him. 
Sull. Tt ſeems to me tod a little prepoſte- | 
rous, but we muſt acquieſce in that 
point to the Men of Dilbipline. 
Ramb. But pray reſolve me one fair 
Queſtion, and without Paſſion ; Has he 
not deſcrib'd the Sextons and Graye- : 
diggers to the Life? | 
Cris. I believe theſe Fellows bad en gh; 
and that practice of removing dead Bo- 
dies from one place to another, is a 
moſt unchriſtian Roguery; I know i i ig 
be true in ſeveral Pariſhes at this. | 
the Town, and it i is a depl lorable Raue 
that ſuch Raſcals are ſuffer'd to do ſo: 
But I never knew till now, chat the Ti- 
 gertakers had Farm'd the Church-yards, S 
and bought the Dominion of the Graves : 
and the Dead: TI thought their Attend-_ . 
+ atce had ended at the laying down of | 
the Coffin; and that the ſtripping and » 
ſhifting the Carcaſſes from place co place, : 
had been the ſole Inheritance of the 
Officers of the dee Hard to e : 


1 - there 
i ” 
% ; * 2 


4 
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there are two or three things more which 5 
offend me, and then 1 have done. 
Oue js, the Popularity and Affectati- 
on of that word Bagatel; and pray the 
reaſon? "Becauſe Faden it ſounds pret- 


tily, and is Frenc 


1 


Play writer that uſes this word 


very frequtarly. tho' he underſtandsno_ 

more French than-- Parlez vous Frangoi s. 

and the Motto round the Garter. Ano- 
ther thing is, 


What filly childiſh Reflections Trufty 
has when Ke views Lord Hardy's home 
ly Lodgings! Truſty--- After my good 


Father's death, the good Lord took me, be. 
Cauſe be was a Captain in the Regiment, 
Ia, T1 think Three and T went 


when this 
young Lord was chriſtend: What 4 do 
there was about calling him Francis! 1 
What ſtuff is this! and from Mr. Tra- 
ys oraculous Mouth ! What does it all 


mean, but to tell us Hardy's Name was 


Francis, and that he was a Chriſtian? 


Again, Lord Hardy blames his Mama. 
* lakes for not crying about the Stieets.... 


Faß, EHF. Old Shoozs to mend... Knives 
or 7 7 to grind... Kyives to grind... 
and this for the helping out a ſcanty 


HO: ; I thought every Officer 


M4 a had 


when to ſay you tri- 
fe, or y ſay nothing' to the purpoſe, is 


every” Whir the ſame thing: I know a. 
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had eſteem d 105 Gentlemen Soldiers 2 
bove ſuch a beggarly Shift: I inſiſt un 
Bn becauſe I have known a poor 
ogue in We echeſter run the Gantlet on- 
for getting an honeſt Livelihood by 


Ge Retainer to an Inn in the Fair- 


4 * 4 7 5 


time, and drawing 'Fots of Ale. : 
My laſt Offence 83 the Old Lord' gp 
complaining of rhe Gout--/ But why the 
Gout? Is there not a good occaſion for 
him to complain of his Head after ſuch 
a Fit? The Gout is a © healthful Pain, 
and directly adverſe to Fits and Swogn- 
ings; the ang uiſh will keep bis Senſes 
from Fendt I warrant it; ifa Man 
ſhau'd faint when the Gout's upon him, 


if he ſhou'd be at leifure to fall into 


Fits under ſuch a quick Pain, I ſhall, 
believe 4 Criminal may ſleeß on tlie 


Rack. But the Author had ſo Urrle i rea- 
fon to find à new Diſtempel for his, 


Patient, that J expected he Nod all a- 


| ns in the Play ſhow'd himſelf Infirm, 
1 


abouring- under the Fati igue of his 


7h hie oughr to diſcoyer folhe" remains 


his Sufferings; his Spirits cou'd not te. 


cover immediately elieir Vigour, and 
why theg muſt the Gout be added 7 


When indeed he had found a juſt ex- 


eule for his firring, if He had appear'd 
with % Here N kts . al 
ſha 


fo tg 


J OSLO 8 
| ſhall only add this —— and that is 
the Lady's miſtake of Merentius inſtead 
of Mezent ius, as it is in Virgil; which 
for Madam Harriot's Reputation, I wou d 
Have poſted up on the Columna roſtrata 
now in the Capitol of Rome, among the 
Records of falſe Latin there. © 
© Salt. But pray let us turn the 
_ other end of the Glaſs, and fee what 
_ proſpect that gives us: And as you 
have been ſtringing up his Faults, ſo 
give me leave to reckon ſome things that 
are well in him: ' Firſt, he has variety 
of Characters, and even in the ſame - 

Character variety of Humour: Harrior 
is a Lady of a ſpruce Wit, and fiery 
Mettal: Sharlot is Grave and Metho- 
dical ; the firſt interview between her 
and Lord Haray, is very Courtly and 

Paſſionate: "Tis true, ſhe degenerates 
in that Scene of Billingſgate with the 
Widow, but tis a contrivance for Re- 
venge and Mirth. ' Lord Haray is a Cha- 
racter of a Noble kind; there's the Duty 
of a Son, the Faith of a Lover, the In- 
tegrity of a Debtor, and the Bravery of 
a Soldier, all comprehended in him: 
That of Campley, has the Air of a Man 
of Senſe, a lincere Lover, and a hearty 
Friend: Trim has the true Impudence of a 
Man o Quality's Favourite Servant: 


ys 
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le is a: general Repreſentative of the 
* N FOE | by | | | 


Tons o Courts; and Trac, a fine Exam» 
ple of Fidelity in Servants; the waiting 
Women in their ſeveral Faculties, are 
good Copies of all that Siſterhood; and 
to conclude all--- Lord Brampton is a juſt 
and Lady Brumpton an Epitome of moſt 
of the Sex when they become Widows. 
ERamb. Ay, this is Civil Mr. Sallen; 
let's have as much of this as you pleaſe. 
Sull. Then take two or three more: 
The. Viſiting. Scene is a, Maſter- piece; 
I prefer it to that in The Lady's viſiting 
Day by great odds: The Incidents are 
many, and all ariſe naturally from the 
Bufineſs of the Play; there's not one 
broken Scene in the whole; that Inci- 
dent of the Lamyer, and that of the Re- 
cruite, Ilike extremely; and Lord Brump- 
tons Advice to his Son and Campley in 
the laſt Scene admirable. To all this, 
the Moral is the true reſult of the Play, 
not in the leaſt ſtrain'd, as many are. 
Raul. And now you have both given 
your Judgments, pray. take mine: Ithink, 
the Gentleman, who writ this and the 
Chriſtian Hero, to he inducd with ivgu- 
lar Honeſty, a. noble Diſpokition, and a 
conformity of good Manners; and as he 
is a Saldier, theſe Qualities are mare con- 


2 


2 


ecvery Gent 


the Town for their Applauſe; Ad Tam 
apt to think we have not nam'd any 
of his Errors which he himſelf was not 
conſcious of: He does not want that 
” Underſtanding which ſome of his Bre- 


- 


K 11 


1 in him, and more to be eſteems - 
ed: He has a Heart fit for his Imploy- 
ment, and where he touches the Go- 
vernment, which he is a Servant to, his 
Lines ſhine with Loyalty and good In- 
ſtruction: My Prayer for him is, That 
on all occaſions he has to exert his Cou- 
rage in the Service of her arg. and 
the Nation, his Sword may be as ſuc· 


ceſsful as his Muſe. 


Sull. Icommend your concluſion Run 
| ble, and joyn with you in it; it's fit 
EN ſhou'd be incourag'd 

| hw writes with ſo good an Intention; 
and I commend the good Nature of the 
Town, that gave his firſt Eſſay ſuch 
Approbation; ee eee the Errors 


we have mention d. 
Crit. I neither enyy him, nor re pronch 


thren do, and I hope, if he will divert 
9 another, to find it more cor- 
re 


OH | get 
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"Rank. Tt anſwer fo. . e ; 
5 Crit. As I Am a Friend to as AS. | 
© write for their Diverſion, ſo I am an 


HOO: to thoſe * Seriblers who 
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nd Bread by it: I have always 


thought it a pity that the Mſuſes ſhou'd 
be proſtitut to every wretched Fellow, 
that becauſe he lies in a Garret, fancies 
himſelf on the top of Parnaſſus: *T'was: 

never any where thus but in England. 
The Greet and Latin Poets were Men 
of Figure in their Country, of Wealth 
and Reputation; ours, for the moſt part, 

the Dregs of the People; ſome of em 

bred at School upon publick Charity; 

who proving Rebellious to their Parents 

and Maſters, eſcape from their Diſcipline, 
and for a ſhift betake themſelves to this 
Trade: No wonder Poetry lies under 
ſuch a ſcandal, to ſuch a degree, that 
it's become proverbial to ſay As poor 
46 4 Poet. 3 indeed ſome of em 
were Beggars before the n, and 
their curked Poetr 7. ey ves bete RT 4 
rer. 11 J 
Sul. "Tis a fared Truth; anda Hob 
lent Infamy to the noble Study : Ma- 
ny a Fellow) undertakes to write a Play, 
when it were much fitter for him to 


Vrite Journey- work to a News- monger, 
or an Attorney, or follow any other 
Vocation more level with his Capacity; 193 
but tlie Trade of Play-writing is no r- 
(as we ſay) one of Jack's laſt Shifts; 
20d: as common for 4 Starving young 


Fellow 


172731 


L Fellow wi an ill Play to put in ſor a 
third Night, as now in the commence- 
ment of a War, fora ragged Raſcal. to 
run into the Service, for the lucre of 


the King's Bounty- mon. a 
Ramb. Do you know what Play is 
now in rehearſal in this Houſe? _ 
Sall. I never go near em; but I hear 
'tis one of his who writ the Trip to the 
ubilee. | 5 
Crit. Thar s an indefatigable Drudge 
at the Stage: If he lives as long as 


Euripides did, he will afford us as many 


lays; he is as conſtant every Winter, 


a8 Rain and dirty Weather. 


Ramb. Pray what is it? 
Full. I have not heard the Name, 


; but am told its intirely Fletcher”s. 


I Bletaber's, « as GY as] can perceive 


* · 


Ramb. Tis a ſign his Muſe is at an 
ebb; but if he alters it, tis a Thouſand 


to One, he ſpoils 18 Which oF. Flet- 


bor VV 
Sall. The wild Gooſe En. 
Rab. But why that? I have ſeen 
it Added with good Applauſe, and needed : 
no Alteration. © : 
Sall. No matter for that; he vamps 
Py up, and with ſome wretched Interpo- 


lations of his own, paſſes it for New, 


but In undertake to mark out his from 


che 


= 


into Holland; and the reſt is a Satyr agal 
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aha River Dee runs thro the great Lake 
in Wales. But now you put me in mind 
of him, did. you. hear of a Book of his 
ubliſh? d this Winter under. the Title of 

ove and Buſineſl. 

Crit. No, I never heard of it; is it of 
any account ? 

Ramb. If you have not heard of i it, it 
can be of no great. account, thats certain; 
What does it treat of? 

Sul. I. read it over haſtily, but he has : 

ren the buyer variety for his Money: 
There's Verſe and Proſe, Love and Tra- 
vel, Letters and Songs, And; what not ? 

'Tis a Miſcellany wg ever y Ing... -. 
Crit. His Love is expreſt in Verſe, and | 
his Buſineſs in Proſe ? 3 5 A 

Sull. There's Folly. enough in it for 5 
Love, but what he means by Buſineſs is 
not in my underſtanding; unleſs he very 
wittily turns the __ on himſelf, and 
by a tore'd Synecdoche means it an inter- 
ruption of buſineſs. 

Crit. I believe it will 8 proye an | 
Interruption than a Pleaſure. . _ 
Full. Part of his Proſe conſiſts of. * 

Love Letters, another part of his Y | 


Ariſtotle, __ 
Crit. an. a nie again Aries 


* 4 
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- Rant. Avery curious Confect ion! That 
a School- boy of his Years and Capacity 
ſhou'd enter into the Lifts with Ari ſto. 
„ Amazing! ar that he ſhou'd think 
his infipid imaginary Love Letters an en- 
tertainment for , and Men of 
Senſe! 15 
Sull. No; to give ih bis due, I be- 
lieve his Ambition did not aſpire ſo high; 
He has calculated this, as Welt as his 
Plays, for the Meridian of the Galleries, 


and thinks himſelf well paid if they like 


it: I'll ay that for him, he has ſo much 
Humility, as not to expect that Perſons 
of underſtanding ſhou'd. be of his ſide. 
Crit. But prithee what does be lay as 
gainſt Ariſtotle?? | 
Sul. He plainly ode he was an Aſs, 
and. knew not half o much Noten as he 
[PP A pleaſant Quarrel o'my Word: 7 
1 never heard any thing ſo impudent: 
Can any body imagine my Fellow ever: 
Was at School that knows ſo little? Is 
his skill in Poetry ſo. much ſuperior that it 
ſhall contradict all others? What a Block- 
bead Was Racine to ſpend: ſo much Ink 
aud Paper in vain then! 3 ce 
what ſays he of Horace ? 5 
Soel. I do not remeinber be days one 
Word: * io 


15 561 8 
© 110. Oh fie! When he was in the 


Humour he ſhou'd have expos d em e- 


very one; but eſpecially Horace; he was 
2 Critick as well as Ariſtotle; nay, took 


his very Criticiſms from him; had he ne- 
ver read the Arte Poetic? That's ſtrange; 


if he does not underſtand Latin, he may 
r it in Engliſb, done by my Lord Ro/ſ- 


ſtand good Poetry, he may read it tran- 
ſlated by Denni, which is in as un- 
couth hobbling Verſe as he can deſi re; 


therefore tis unkind in him to battel A. 
fotir alone, who was not his Match, he 


ſhaou' d ha' put em together, and the con- 
queſt wou'd ha been worth a N 
Sull. You are Merry). 


Ferit. Wou'd it not ls any Mau : 
merry to conſider theſe things! For my 


part I was never more diverted in my 


Life: Poor Ariſtotle! Thou art become 


an old Fellow); thy Gray Hairs diſcover 
thy age and impotence; here's a 725 
raw bon'd Stripling with a Gooſes Qu 


has diſarm'd thee; and thrown 8 55 on 2 
thy Back. Thou know'ft no more of 
the Muſes for all thy talk, than Strass 


knew of Amerits, and why wilt thou 
pretend, or thy Son Horace; or his Son 


Racine, or his Son Rymer ? T bey and you 


3 * 2 
e ele 


comon, Oldham, or if he does not under- 
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are a parcel of N mann to this ne 
4ſrican, monſtrous Herd. 
Kamb. Oh rare Critick! This is good 
ſport (0:76, 1-74 | 
ECrit. Faith ſo it is: But Tn hold you 
any odds this Spark never read a Line 
of Ariftotle in his Life; and I much que- 
ſtion if he knows whether he writ in 
Greek or Latin: | 
* Sell, If Fletcher ts not had the nf | 
fortune to be in Emgliſhg he had eſcapd 
this Highway Man. | 
Crit. What torment do the Ghoſts of 
our old Writers indure from the racks and 
pains they receive from the new! How 
are their facred Aſhes diſturbd by every 
prophane Scribbler! I never contemplate 
this, but I am pleas'd with that patlage _ 
in Blownt' s. Annotations on Philoftratus, _ 
- where he ſays; That a certain Painter, 
nam'd Galaton, pictur'd Homer Vomiting, 
and all the Poets after him, licking it up: 


Pardon my ill manners, but it was a 


good Conceit of the Painter's, for with- 
out a Parable, the old Authors have been 
a mighty relief to the Modern. But e- 
rough of this Man and his Works, 1 
de ſire no 17 — acquaintance with him. 
| :Ramb, I. Then we will talk of a Gentles 
man of ſure jor Senſe, the Author of fe- 7 
Feral 800d Nn, Mr. nne 21 
or, 1 | | N 5.0. : 


. f 8 1 
Soll. Ay, now you have touch d 0h tj 
par: He is indeed all that we can ſay. 955 

Cxit. I think he writ The falſe Friend? 

Rami, He did ſo: But I don't know 
how it came to paſs, that Fly: did not 
ſucceed. 

Sull. An unhappy Accident interrupt- 
ed it the fourth Day: 55 Was net; 
and cou'd not act his part. 

Crit. I doubt that was not "tho only 


1 be I know the Play, and am ſorry 


to ſay that there are ſome things in it un- 
worthy that Gentleman. _ - 
Ramb. Pray be free and tell us. 
Crit. I ſhall name but two, nor wou'd 
I mention them in any other Company; 
I have a veneration for the Author, and 
wou'd be very loath to fay any thing 
to his injury: But what I mean, are 
_theſe—— The firſt is Wks (for I for- 
get the Drammatick names) is marry'd 
to Mrs. Rogers; and the Minute after his 
marriage, having ſuddain news brought 
him of his Fathers approaching Death, he 
_ reſolves to go immediately there, to rake 
his bleſſing before he dyd, and to pay 
him lis filial Acknowledgments. The 
Journey Was to laſt ſeveral Days, and in 


the mean time da ſtrong ſuſpition 


of his Wife's Vertue, he affigns the care 


7 of her to his Friend, his 19 88 Friend, 
| | who 
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WhO gives the Play the name: This 
Friend is a Libertine, and in love with 
her, and now having a good opportunity, 
he ſollicites the diſtrefſed Lady to adul- 
terate her Husband's Bed: She refuſing 
he proceeds to violence, and he {trug- 
. gling for poſſeſſion, and ſhe for ſafety, rais d 
Mills with the noiſe, who enters in to 
her relief: They debate the Point with 
their Swords drawn in the Ladies Cham - 
ber, and in the hight of their Fury, and 
with all the apparent Circumſtances of 
guilt in the Lady as well as in the Ri- 
vals of the Adultery, Wills comes in with 
en ſur prize. 
My Objection is, How: Wilks can ei 
ter here? His Journey was to laſt ſeveral 
Days, nor was it feignd; not many 
Hours had laps'd ſince his departure, ancl 
We hear of no Interruption by the way 
to cauſe him to turn back. Without 
doubt the Audience thought they had ta- 
ken their leaves of him, unleſs ſome un- 
expected Accident had happen'd to him: 
Therefore I conclude his return in this 
Scene is unſeaſonable and forc'd for the 
N * ef 
Ful. I remem ber 5 e ee remem- 
7 hes not the leaſt hint that his Journey was 
à pretence; nor of any hindrancè he 


i cet with by the way; which might 
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caſily have been done, and hacks ſur- 
11 55 woud ha' been admirable. 

Crit. It wou d ſo, and the fineſt. that 
ever was on the Stage. My ſecond 


Objection is, his calling it a Comedy, when 


the principal Character in the Play is 


kilb'd; This is a great overſight, either 


in the Author or the Printer, but lam 
more inclin'd ro impute it to the latter. 
Fall. Mr. Vanbrag is a Man of that 
able Senſe, that he wou'd not run into 
an abſurdity without very great tempta- 
tion: Wilks coming in, in the Criſis of 


ſo terrible a Scene, tho it was irregular, 


yet it gave the Audience infinite aſto- 


niſhment, and indeed for the ſake of that 
beauty we may forgive him the breach 


of Unity. The other miſtake) 1 top 
pable to be his. . 
ERamb. But ee eee Why oy we 


fall foul only on this Theatre? - ———f 
Plays ſo pure in dealer lan et. chat | 
nothing can be ſaid gainſt em? 


Sull. They have had very few. there 


ö this Wi Arg And laft Year the Ladies 


— viſiting Der, and he ambit tous Step-mother, : 
divided the 


inter between em. 
Ram. Shall we nate look. into 


tb oſe f 


L445 1-1 INES 


Cri. The gl was 5 very aged F 9 2 


; whe 1 ſaw it, LGW aot meet with 


th at, 


7 Kr N 


chat SariefaRion* 1 enpedted; 1 fou 


it a loſe unjoynted huddle of Intrigue 
and Deſcription ; partly Humour, part- 
mm” very little Wit, and no Mo- 
. 

Sull. I think it Ar ſhort of the Cha- 
racter it obtain'd, I mean of the Suc- 
ceſs, for many went to ſee it that did 
not like it. | 


"Cri. Nor Lot The Pr Tun Shep mo. 


Os. owe its Reputation to the merit of 
the Drama ſo much as to the purity of 


the Language, and the novelty of the 


Author : It's well writ indeed, but 
there's nothing in the Play that merits 


our Attention. He ſeems ambitious of 


following Otway in his ens; but, 
Alaſs! how far off? 

Ram. If you are a Man of any ſince- 
rity, Critict, you will allow that Tra- 
cars has many beautiful Scenes. 

Cri, I think very well of the Play 
of and 2 45 Author, and believe he will 
de able to how us Wonders in time; 


But 1 muſt be free with you, I think 


the Buſineſs of his Tragedy very trivial, 
and that there's nothing Extravr dinary in 


it but the Stile. 
ERamb. But pray, Gentlemen, while it 


h oi in Fee Head, ha ve you heard any thing 


3 


3 1 
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pair of his own ſtrength, and therefore 
ſtrikes in with a Confederate: Tis com- 


and ſome Akerations of his own: So 

much as Was Shakeſpear's was lik'd, but 
all his own damn'd, and for his fake the 

whole Play ſoon After wardds. \ 8) 

b Sall. So it dy'd like an Abortive Ba- 
r 


cauſe he does 
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of a Comedy of of L Denni's here this Win. 
ter! e 
Sull. Not a Word. 13387 

Crit. Nor I: Ive heard derben of 
him ſince his Tphigenia : I thought that 
had mortify d n for ever writing a- 
gam. 
RNamb. Not at tt Sei Favy a Heart 97 : 
Oak, nothing bur Thunder mo Light- 
ning can pierce” him. 

Sall. But what 1 1s it Remble 7 his on 
or borrow'd ? | 

Ram. Berrowdz gin; fs n to def. 


pounded of the Merry Wives of W indlor, 


Crit. Theſe repeated Difippointmorts, 


hope, have curd him of the itch of 
Play making: Let him ſtick to his Cri- 


"har Wag and gg fault with others, be- 
A himmel, 
Ramb. But let us return to Lincolns- 


Inn. fields, and lee 92 ry ate die 
El "OR 
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Sal. The Tings of T. awerlane 45 put 15 
Ramb. That's the fame. Author's as. 


up. 


| be Stepmotber, and truly I think he may 
{ſtand the firſt Man in the Liſt of our bre- 


ſent Dramatiſts. 
Crit. As I ſaid before, be has excell'd 


all his Cotemporar' ies ia .corre&tnels of 


Language; but in that I Kaye ſaid the 


beſt part of him. 

2 Ranb. I wonder you wil talk at chat 
rate; he has many Excellencies belides. 

Sull, He has ſo, tho',Crzricks ill nature 


will nat ſufler him to Ipeak. wel of any 


body. 

9 Crit. Yau re miſtaken: ; I've nat 10 

much ill nature as you imagine; nor 
will Ito the beſt of my knowledge paſs 

an unjuſt cenſure on any Man; but twWere 
impious to offer it to this Gentleman. 
Pray ſend for his Play. 

5 Rank. 'Tis here; I hug it as Altxander 

did Homer, or as Ben Tohaſon Horace, I 
always carry it about me. 


Crit. Pray lets ſee it: I read it rother 
Day very carefully, and made ſome flight 


Remarks. 


The E piſtle is e to my Lard | 


5 Ht but the Panegyrick is altoge- 


ther apply d to the King. My Lord has ſo 


little ſhare 1 in it, that if we did not {ce his 


8 „ Name, 


7 7 
41 9 
1 
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Name, we ſhou'd not believe it his 
Let me read it over tyee. 
Raub. Read it over? You need not 
f & e your be that trouble, I have ir every 
Word by Heart. 
Crit. Foe that I plage him for any 
thing he has ſaid in favour of his Maje- 
"ty, but his Complement is ſtrangely out 
ol place: How rude wou d it ſeem from 
a Lover in his Miſtreſſes Company, to for- 
get his devoir to her, and to entertain her 
with the deſcription of another fine Lady? 
Wou'ld that be Gallant? My Lord, to whom 
he writes, is with him of little Conſiderati- | 
on, but he is extaſy'd with his Paſſion tor 
| the King: With ſubmiſſion, he might have 
taken another occaſion to Epiſtolize his 
Majeſty, and Addreſs'd my Lord Hart- 
rer, with more candid Civility. 
Sull. My Lord is a Gentleman whoſe 
Character will bear a Complement with- 
out the imputation of Flattery ; nor cou'd 
the Author have choſen a Patron of great- 
er Abilities. But ſome things may Very 
1 well be queſtion'd i in his Epiſtle. 
Varg Huſnh: That's no Buſi aſh] of 
ours ; f But Four We N to ſpeak, Cri:- 
rich.” | 
Cri TI was going to fay, that becauſe 
we all run-away With a great Opinion ” 


5 f this . Stile and propr ery of 


FL 1 ae 
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W 4 it may be matter of ſome curi- 
pfity to examine that Truth, and try if 
ſo infallible as we believe him. 
— me direct you to two or three places, 
not, that I expect to find any thing that 
wou'd be worth mentioning in any other 
Poet, but in a Poem ſo very beautiful as 
Mr. Nos the leaſt ſpots may be ſeen, as 
we ſay freckles are plaineſt diſcover'd i in 
elbe fineſt Skins. 
The Epiſtle it ſelf preſents us with one 
Phraſe which is worth repeating, it is 
this ſpeaking to my Lord he ſays----» 
I think your Lordſhip ought to give intirely 
to publiat Affair u. The Senſe ends there, 
and we bor a mean 1s ne in- 
e * 4428 1 


* * 


1 — Brevis eſſe Me 
be, e. | 


won . thi ou know char is not 
Jon's. Printer's fault? © 
Crit. Becauſe I meet with many of the 
ſame ſort ; but take another Inſtance-«--» 
ſpeaking now of the King, he ſays---- 7 
can hardly run back to his having ſau d 
his own Cauntry--+5-\ that Participle having 
makes the Sentence rough and ungram-— 
maticalʒ it either ihews the Aurlior very 

: . any 


DDD 


| . . N 

hay 

| Tow! 

þ thin 

| „ raw; hack 1s the eee che 8 
Canning chat Subſtantive had wade it 
Imgoch and ſtrenuous. 

i Ramb. This is as very 3 as ever 
| N Driddv and. ec againſt ani 
| : Emprefi of Morocco. | 


Crit. Ii not of e . 
truly z but J lay out of ſo correct a Poem 
as this, tis worth our curioſity to pick 
what we can to ſh ew he's not wichoyt 
Kallibili y. Wade) 
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Rab. I ſhou d tathor: tal it ungene- 
'- rous to cenſure à Man of ſuch APPr ord | 
5 worth for ſuch Trifles. f 
{| Crit, I mean him no Injury upon my 
\ Word: 3 I honour, him as much as you do, 
F but perhaps on better aſſurances of his 
1 Merit; you take up a Friendſhip for him 


on account of his Fame, but I have en- 
ter'd into his Deſerts, and Judged: him 
| without partiality. 
Sall. But how do you, prove. that laſ 
Sentence ungrammarical?;- 1 
Crit. Þ always make it lids in my 
8 Judgment of an Eugliſb Phraſe, to try, 
if as it is in the Eugliſb, it can be literal- 
ly tranſlated into Latin: This is the beſt 
yp to fac our 0 Concords, —_— 
; ”. al 


THE BE 
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"ou Tenſes: e this Pray 


tranſlate that Sentence, and try how it 
will run. 

Sall. I cannot ſay will be ſo elegant 
as tother ways bur it has always been 
allow 104; 

Crit. I dare ſay you can't ſhew me 
in Dryaen, L'Eſtrange, Archbiſhop Tillot- 


ſon, preſent Biſhop of Rocheſter, nor in 


any writing of eminency one Inſtance to 
juſtifie the allowance of it: But tis not 
worth any more Words. 


Ramb. Pray go on! 7 What have you 


5 more? 
Cuhit. Another blemiſh in his writings 
is he concludes a Sentence with a Pa- 


rentheſis, which is directly wrong: 4 


Parentheſis has no Period; it always ſtands 


in the middle of tlie Sentence, and the 


very Etymology of the Word directs us 
ho to uſe it. 

Ramb. Whereabouts is that? 
Crit. Tis here, toward the bottom of 
the ſecond Page of the Dedication: But 
now I'll turn into the Play. 

Mone ſes ſays--- haſt me to find the place. 
Why me after haſt ? tis an expletive not 
only eee but it makes the Line 
Nonſenſe. Again, in p. 38. the ſame- 
Tam. ſays--- I fear me--= thou ouigoeſt, &. 
there's me after 1 how can that 
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5 5 can make theſe two Or: | 


| Fhographical. 

"Ramb. They are Angliciſms, a com. 
mon way of ſpeaking, | 

Cri. Avery improper u manner it is; nor 
can jt by 1 an Augliciſm, be therefore 
excusd in Tragedy, not only whoſe | 
Thoughts, but whoſe Expreſſions ought to 
i Again, backwards p. 19. The 
Mind grows rough and loſes all her — 
Why her, Mind is of the maſcaline Gen- 
der; if be had {aid Soul, her had been 
proper. P. 64. Arp. ſays Her mind is 
come within the Ken of Heav'n. Ken is 
too Scottiſo and familiar for Tragedy: 
e in the Race. I hardly believe 
that to be an Engliſh word. | will not 
be too particular: But I can't forbear 
taking notice how fond he is of Face of 
Death, Face of Battle, Face of Danger; 
*tis a good Phraſe, but he uſes it too 
often, 5 leſs than four times in this 
Play, which is too much for one Ae- 
tapher. Vi in Youth is repeated very 
frequently; late Paſterity as often, and 
thrice he introduces 94 Com puriſon of 
the füllen Angels | 

Sull. Theſe are over- ſights, but hardly 5 


yorth 5 eons veel 
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Crit. I fay ſo too; but you ſee he | is 
not infallible. - 


. Rams: I fancy you'l fad: very few of 


Jour Opinion in theſs Remarks. 


Crit. I appeal to all the World if 


theſe are not Blemiſhes: I appeal to the 
Author himſelf; not that I oppoſe em 
to his Merit; I fay again, they are not 
of that force as to come into competi-· 


tion with the reſt of his Language; 1 
only hint em from the provocation du 


give me. But to be very ſincere with 
vou, I muſt. needs {ay I do not ſee that 
Magnificence either in his Drama or in 
his Morde, that bears it up to the mighty 
Reputation it has: The thing is very 


well, but you muſt pardon me if I can't 


- conceive ſo loftily of it as others do. 
Ihave read twenty Tragedies that have 
pleasd me more, for 1 never can con- 
lent to range it among ſome of Shakes 
Fears, ſome of Dryden d, ſome of Lee's, 


notwithſtanding all his Rants, or ſome 


of Otway's, notwithſtanding his humility 
and vulgarity of Expreſſion. 


Sul. You muſt allow) lomething for 


bis) Vouth and Inexperience.- 


Cxit. And yet for all this I will allow | 


Fon that / heit her his Louth or Inexpe- 


rience have injurd him ſo much, but 


aus Play miglie claim an elder Author; 
nor 


nor need any of them I have nam'd 
ha” been aſham'd to own it; but till 
my Friends, you muſt grant me, there 
is not that Vivacity, that Spirit, that 
Fire, which is in Lee, or Dryden, that 
Variety which is in Shaleſpear, nor that 
Power of moving that we feel in Orway : ; 
I don't read it with that concern either 
of Terror or Compaſſion which theirs 
give me: Upon the Stage it may ap- 
pear well, but he had ſome of the beſt 
Tragedians in the World to Act it, and jo 
who knows not the Advantage a Play 
| _ receives from their Mouths ? Who knows 
FH not the effect of Batterton's fine Action? 
by 


Who is not charm'd With Mrs. Barry? 
| What Beauty do they not give every thing 
FF they repreſent ? Still don't miſtake 'me 
Sentlemen; I am not ſolliciting againſt 
the Poet's Merit, but am infinuating t'ee 
how many an indifferent Play has had 
good ſucceſs when theſe Perſons have 
geen concern'd in it. I 'wou'd as ſoon 
as you ſtand up for this Gentleman's Ap- 
plauſe; for indeed, conſidering the degene- 
racy of our preſent Poets, Mr. Roe has the 
faireſt Pretence to ſucceed Dryden in Tra- 
gedy of any of his Brethren, excepting 
none; and may heproveasÞwih him..., 
Ar Oe THO 087 Hu 
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05 Soll. If you have done, give me leave 


in oppoſition to thofe inconſiderable Faults 


which you have mention d, to tell you. 
whit 1 think” very fins in him. 45 


— 


Fhft, * bes deferi/> Nene bk 
exaRly. as the Hiſtories have left him; 
a2 Man of ſtern invincible Ambition, 
Rage, Cruelty, Atheiſm, and an Inſen- 


ſibility to all Iimpreffions of Friendſhip 
and Generoſity: 


is not one falſe Line in the whole Pic- 
ture. On the other hand, he has de- 
ſcrib'd Tamerlane as his reverſe; that is, 


he has made him Mild, Tractable, Ge- 


nerous, Humble, Serene, and Compaſſi- 
onate ; Brave without Oftentation, with- 


out Superſtition Religious; that Hero in 


all Records, is delivered juſt ſuch a 


one as he has made him, allowing ſome- 


thing for the ſhadow ing and ornaments 
of Poetry. Axalls is a fine Copy of the 


Soldier and the Lover; | Mone/es. is a 


Character of Diſtreſs: | Omar and the 


Dioerviſe are good Deſcriptions of all Male- 


contents in the State and Church; Ar- 


paſia awakes us with her great. Spirit, 


; _ ang: N N us with her . 
5 nt nels: 
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He has drawn him as 
if he had liv'd in his Court, and been 
the intimate of all his Faffions: : There 
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Ert. Very good; then f 
That Tamerlaxe with all his 
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e for if one ſtands- boars: the 
Rites are ſtop'd; and to render it ſtill 
more improbable, the Hiſtories of the 
Ottoman Emperors tell us, that the Sul- 
tan never Marries her Who is in his 
Power, till by her Aſſiduities, Aretfices 
and Cunning; and the Deſire of being 
chief Sultana, ſhe infatuates him; back- 
ing all theſe with her Charms, to. gain 
the Empire of the Sera lio, and to do- 
mineer over the reſt ; ſeveral 27 


prove * as we may read par 7 58 


mention d in the. omar aki C onqueror ; 4 
that is, that a Treachery of ſo fatal a 
nature, in the centre of Tamerlane s Camp, 
ſho'd' be conſpir'd, nay perpetrateq, 

without the leaſt noiſe; that all Parties 
ſhou'd ſo univerſally agree, even in the 
Face of their conquering Emperor, 8 
the minute of Leiſure and Peace, When 
the leaſt Eruption might alarm the Camp; 


when Tam. had ſuch aſfur'd Experience 


of his Enemy s miſchievous Temper... 
I fay, tis a little ſtrain d beyond Poe. 


licy and —S | 
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But that which ſurprizes me moſt, is 


: amr? s offering bim his Liberty 
and Empire, on the Condition of his 


future Friendſhip, when tlie very reaſon 


of this War ariſes from Bajazer's Per- 
fidy; this Circumſtance, I think, makes 


Tamerlanè s Generoſity little better than 


Frenzy: But the Story in Ricaut and 


Us  Kpolles, don't fay a word like ir. I 


might add to Arpaſis's Character, that 
her pretended Chriſtian Vertue is nice 


to a folly ; ſhe. might ha" renounc'd 


 Baj. with a good Conſcience, and gone 
back to Moneſes who was firſt Marry'd 
to her, which readers the ſecond Mar- 
riage null: Or if ſhe grew deſperate, 


to ha? kill'd her ſelf wou'd have implyd 


as little guilt as wiſhing fo impatiently 


to die, for dying and defiring to die is 
the ſame in a religious Senſe, and the 
latter as well as the former, makes her 


a Felode je, I ſhall urge no more.. 


Ramb. You have urged enough in all 
Conſcience; too much indeed, for I cant 


agree with you that half of what you 


| have ſaid are Faults in him. Burpray | 
anſwel me this... dont you think tf ere 


are many fine Lines in it? 


| Crit. Yes indeed, 1 do think tere are 
many fine Thoughts, ſome ming Sen- 


Fences, 


» 4 


Pg 


Perſons now living. Cres i 
netration than I, [ mult confe 


litude in Tamerlane, Bajazet, Axalla, and 


the beginning of his Epiſtle. 


our firſt meeting, 


Authors who writ the Mourning Bride : 
1 How d'ee.ſtand inclin'd to that now-? 
e I am tir d with the Dru gery of 
my Office: Belides my Forces are ſo 
weaken'd already, I have not ſtrength e- 
nouggh left to incounter ſuch a gigantick 
Author 
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5 and ſeveral Reflections very Beau: 
ERamb. I know ſome. People whe think 15 

the Author had a double Object in vi: ( 
When he writ it; and that moſt „%% 
Characters ave allimulated to ſome great 1 


Crit. Thoſe People are of a greater Pe- 
CE 
Ramb. Nay, there is a manifeſt Simi- 


Omar, to ſome that we can name; and 
che Author ſeems apprehenſive of it in 


Sal.. I hardly 4 85 he had any Per- 
ſon in his Eye when he drew the Scheme 
but his own People, nor in the Writing, 
but the Actors. | 

Ramb, Well, let that paſs; and if you 
have nothing more to ſay, return my Book. 

Sull. You. forget what we propos d * 


Crit. Whats that? Ta. 
Sell. To conſider ſome things of the 


8 : Ramb. 
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7! Ramb. What, not The may o the World: ?as 


weakas I am, 1 dare appear againſt that. 
Sull. Tis not fo eaſy a matter as Sy 
imagine: That Comedy coſt Mr. 
greve (as ſome ſay) tO Years ludy. 
Ramb. | have known a bl 
Month; Ben's Fox was begun and finiſh'd 


berter writ in a 


in that time: Shadwel"s Libertine was writ 
in One and twenty Days; nay, I have ſeen 
a very modern Comedy which the Au- 


thor ſays he writ in ten Days. 

Crit. Ten Days? ſure his Thought ran as 
\ faſt as his Pen; it will ask that time to 
Tianſeribe one. Pray what do you call 


- that haſty Play, and what became of it ? 


Ramb. I ſhall} put * ou out of Humour 15 


| Trell e, 
Crit. No, prithee name it. 

Kan. Cour iſhip Alamode ; "the Author, 
one Crawford, a Caledonian,” 11 


Sell. Ifemember it, and its Ates; 8 


it was enter'd into the Mem- Houſe, at the 


Recommendation of a certain Scorch Lord, 
and ſojourning there ſix Months to no pur- 
poſe, it travell'd afrerwards to the O4. 
 Houſe,where it was with much ado Acted. 
Ramb. And Damn d.— there 1 Was in 


wr h you. 


Full. Shall u we fay vorhinge chen' to Mr. 


0 * EF 
| Crit: 


OFT. ( 
; 4 


* 


» 


8 5 


8 ies 197 | 

Crit. Pray excuſe me: I ſtand very 
Vell with that Gentleman at * and 
ſhall be very ſorry to incur his diſpleaſure. 

Rab. Oh fie! this is partial ——— © 

Crit. Beſides, he has done with the Stage, 
ad} is (ina poetical Senſe) in the circum- 
ſtances of the Dead; ſo let him ſleep in peace. 

Ramb. Come, tis too ſoon to part, tis 
but juſt Eleven: How ſhall we tpend. 
the other Hour? , 

Crit. At home by: my conſemt: „ Tis 
time to break up. 5 

. Ramb. What think vou of the 22 
Huband N ) 

Crit. I Ber t think at all af it; tis . 
kbbf skirt enough to me that the Toun has 
Damn N 

Ramb. Oh but 10 won't allow that 
Sentence to be juſt. 

Crit. I never Bas. any (whoſe Plays 
had been Dam d) allow *emſelves in the 
wrong; but as a Brother of the * ſays, 
Me have examples of bad Plays that have 
taken, but got one of 4 good ay. that has 
been Damm l. 

RNRamb. Come prithee Chagrin ſtay the 
* Bottle; and if you won't talk of 
the Poets pray let's talk of the Actors. 

Crit. Away, tis too trivial; their Per- 
| fors are not North c our r conligeration: ED 

we 


. . as ſhon ae the Corpora- I 
88 -Coachmen, N 
Ram uttheir » 7: ops Put inSollew. 
Sull. This I mult ſay, that even in the 
baſer ſort, in Mechanicks, there may be 
ſome Excelleney worthy our Praiſe: The 
Grave Author of the Chronicle of England 5 
did not think it beneath him to record ſome 
af the Actors of his time among the reſt of 
his Heroes, Sir R. Baker by Name. 
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* 
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Cri, If _ prevail with me, What do 


you ask ? 


Rab. Na y, nothing but thy Company 


dear Rogue--- but let us talk of 9 1 8 


Crit. Tis a ſign you're at a ſhift for Di 


courſe, when you'l chuſe ſuch awretched 


Subj ect. 
Nan. Well, of all the Men nad Wo- 


' men upon Earth, commend me to the im- 


mortal Pair, Bart. and Barry. 


you mean. 


Full. They are indeed excellent, and 


what is ſtranger, never to be worn out. 
Crit. I doubt you're; miſtaken there, for 
Bart. wears away apace; his Activity is 
at an end, and his Memory beg ins to die. 

EKRumb. But theres a young ons to ſuc — 


Crit. 


ceed, him, V. —— 


* Of all the Men and Women uf upon . | 


the 
"0 either. the Engliſh, or any + 


Kew in Europe, 
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; ws; 7A fellow. fp a cls Valor: . 
ne clangs his words as 1 ws eien 7 
of a broken Drum. 

KNamb. Ay but Paulie: 4 
Crit. Is ple idle Fellow, that wicker | 
"inde his Buſineſs, nor hives quietly 1 in a> 
= ny Community. _ | 
Rab. And Mrs. Bravegirdle.... „„ 
Teri. Is a haughty conceited a ö 
| cb got more Money by e ee 
her Lewdness, than others by profeſſing it. 
Raub. But prithee look o this ſide; 
there's Cibler, a Poet, and a fine Actor. 
Crit. And one that's always repiningat 
| the Succeſs ofothers, and upon the Stage 
| makes all his fellow Actors uncaly. 
Saul. But Pentethman the Flower of--- 
Crit. Bartholomew-Fair, and the Idol 
of the Rabble. A fellow that over-does 
every thing, and Tpoils many a Part with 
his own ſtuff. 
_ - -Ramb. Then theres the Noble Ben's 
Nameſake-- 
Crit. Is or might bs a — C e 
but he has the Vice of all Actors, but boo | 0 
fond of his own Merit, „ j A 
Sull. Oh but Bullock- | == 
- Cris. Is the beſt Comedian that has trod 
"hs Stage ſince Notes and Lee, and a fallow | 


= de * N of himſelſ. A = 
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and Amendment of the Stage 


[ Temptation. to bring me there. 
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| Rank. 8 Mes. dai, Mes. 0 
fold, Mes. Verbraggen —— I oh N. 
Crit. The laſt is a Miracle; "Bus the-o- 


1 thers meer Rubbiſh that ought to bee 
off the Stage with the Filth and Duſt. 


- Rang. Then you: allow _ few to be 
Cre They dont deſert ve it. Pray Gentle- 7 


men let's Have no more of this; for to ſay 

all in few words I wou d not in this ſea- 
ſon of Pennance deſire a greater Affliction, 

than to ſit three Hours at a Play of Dar- 


fey's, that ſhall: be acted 9 ſome of 

theſe that you have nam 90 
Ramb. Then we'll. cloſe the enn, 5 

with one Brimmer to the Reformation 8 


L % " 
iS * 


"S #5 + 


Sull. Take 1 in the Poets too. 8 I ; | 
Crit. Ay, ſo you had'need-- come about - 
with it o good N W to the Theatre 5 


8 al. 


"Salt, And to Lincoli . AY 
Crit. To both, till I have a better : 


; 
. 
ä——ũ— —ä—õ — ä—6 EO n———— 


Raub. Well part at our Coaches. here 
B The. Houſe is now as TOs -AS 
. Tate 2 NED foo, . 5 
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